Vikings in Britain
Read the text below and select the most suitable answer

Historians disagree about the origin of the word

In Old the word means a pirate raid, from either vikja
(to move swiftly) or vik (an inlet). This captures the essence of the
Vikings, fast-moving who used the water as their
highway to take them across the northern Atlantic, around the
coasts of Europe and up its rivers to trade, raid or settle. In their
poetry they call the 'the whale road'.

Anglo-Saxon writers called them Danes, Norsemen, Northmen, the
Great Army, sea rovers, sea wolves, or the heathen.

From around 860AD onwards, Vikings stayed,

in Britain, becoming part of the mix of people who today make up
the British nation. Our names for days of the week come mainly
from Norse gods — Tuesday from Tiw or Tyr, from
Woden (Odin), Thursday from Thor and so on. Many of their other
words have also become part of English, for example egg, steak,
law, die, bread, down, fog, muck, lump and scrawny.




