O-Lev Eriglish Editiricy Tegy,

ERRORS T0 LOOK FOR

Section 4. Pronouns

Another common error to expeet is with pronouns. There i likely 10 b

¢ at least one in every T, L~
potﬁlbly more, s0 it is important to know about then, .

step 1 - Reminder

The problem you may have with pronouns is consisiency, the th

: eme of Sections 4, 5 and 6,
wards in English often need to be linked grammaticall y as well

as in meaning, For cxample,
» personal pronouns - if a girl’s name has been mentioned (say, Jane) then the only pronouns that
can be used to refer just to her are — she, her, hers, You cannot use fiim, his or their,

« relative pronouns — errors occur when wholwhomiwhose (
with which (referring to objects or creatures),

That is,

referring to humans) are confused

The hcyq returned from their Physical Education lesson first, Wei Ling still
| hadin his hand his towel, which he eventually stuffed in his bag. He joined
e hin with the others who were making fun of Martin, who had annoyed their

Lo 'Itcachcr, Mrs Ang, when he only took the lesson half-heartedly. Now they
mocked him for what she had said about him, They were already in their
seats when the girls arrived from their lesson. Mavis had a broad smile on
3 her face, which seemed dirccted at Wei Ling. The other girls all looked a
i ’ i ¢ little exhausted because their teacher had made them all run further than
s ' they usually did.

 Step2
~ Now find and highlight all the pronouns in this passage.

[ My class decided that they would like to go to the z0o for their end-of-
| year celebration. They invited me along and, although I twrned up at 9 am,
-Whlch was the time they had agreed with me, none of them could be seen. I
was about to leave when three of my classmates strolled up. Wee Min, who
-arrived first, said he had been told it was 9.30 am, so he thought he was
. | early, The other two said they had been told the same. We waited patiently
| {or not, really) and over the next half an hour or so others straggled in, some
| of Whéﬂt thought they were late for 9.30 am, while others claimed that they
Znif had been told to:meet at 10 am. The last group to arrive included the class
K] md’nimj-; th'a’lpoldgised'ld me and said that she had messaged me earlier to
| change the time 1o ten o'clock. There were some unhappy comments from
- Wee Min's group who had arrived soon after I had, but I then suggested that
| We put all that behind us and j‘;’ist start (o enjoy our day out at the z0o.

i

i __Whm 3011 che ck ynuranswer merleaf notrce how often pronoum are used especlally in a passage such
2 as this, Have you found them all? 3 |
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Here are the pronouns that you should have found:

My ch,g:. decided that they would like o go to the 700 for their end-of-
| year celebration. They invited me along and. although 1 wirned up at 9 am,

which was the time they had agreed with me, none of them could be seen. [

was abount to leave when three of my classmates strolled up. Wee Min, who
L arrived finst, said he had been (okd it was 930 am, so he thought he was
[ early, The other two said they had been old the sanie. We waited patiently
tor not, really) and over the next hall an hour or so athers straggeled in, some
of whom thought they were late for 9.30 am. while others claimed that they ;
had been told to meet at 10 am. The last group 1o arrive included the ¢l
monitor, who apologised to me and said that she had messaged me exrlier |
to change the time (o ten o'clock. There were some unhappy comments fram
Wee Min’s group who had arrived soon after 1 had, but I then suggested

we put all that behind us and just start 1o enjoy our day out at the oo,

asg |

that

Step 3

Impartantly. read the passage above several times, noticing how the pronouns refer to people already
mentioned — apart from that first one!

Step 4

Now enter the correct form of the pronouns in the spaces in the continuation passage below,

Once inside the gates, there was a difference of opinion about where they
wanted to go first, It was clear that we were going to split into three or more
groups so suggested meet at the picnic area at 12 pm.
went with a group of six wanted to head for the Elephants
of Asia show, would start in just over an hour. On the way, Michael
wanted to see favourite animal, was the Malaysian tapir,
and then Janice screamed with delight when saw the
pygmy hippos. were splashing about in lake and made
laugh. enjoyed the Elephants show, amused by
anties. ___ threw water in _______ direction. —__ caused
— 1o duck and then laugh. When returned to the pavilion,
bought ______acoffee and some lunch, before meeting most of
theothers,  were seated at the picnic area. One group told
how had seen lions and giraffes,  movements fascinated
Jo-Lin, all agreed that had enjoyed the morning. That
Was when the monitor and ______ group arrived, very late,
looked embarrassed for arriving so long after ________ agreed time.

Key Point

This is an Important item of grammar to be aware of. If you miss it in tests or if you do not _
On this exercise, repeat Steps 2 and 3 using other passages of good English.

Answers: See page 108 B :
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Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, ahout o Japanese pop star.

mm'd thronged an upmarket shopping compley in Tokyo last month,
The people looked as it they have stepped out of Burbie's very messy dicam |

———
house. They wear aversized bows, cyeball-shaped pinky rines, spiky neek
- = =
collars, and, especially, pink - lots and lots of pink. They had assembled 1o 3
¥ g ‘__-__—I—__._

watch Kyary Pamyu Pamyu, a new face in J-Pop who debut album 7 Yamyu

J/L

Pamya Revoltdion is arriving in stores that day. She emerged dressed like her

fans, with a giant bow on her head and in the dress designed like a Rubik’s Cube. 6.
For30 minutes, she performed her brand of cheery pop in front of a stage
4 : ﬁ\munng huﬂdmsz blocks, rotate teddy bear heads, and purple tentacles. This 8.
£ m1sh-ma5h of imagery — cute meets creepy meets colourful — has help turn 9,
Lyary u_uo one of the hottest ymmg pop stars to be found at Japan these days, 10.
An Internet curio abroad, her face has become inescapable throughout Japan, J

o 15T 30

'-Carefhlly read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about how clean-ups can aid the
. local commumly ;

Neighbours can influence their local community positively, a survey suggests.
L ;‘lpr::zur utie"lery four people questioned came (o that interesting conclusion,
B jﬁh ;2 9Z:'cal environments was the most popular suggestion for public
Fotlocg iy :l)‘lng that removing litter and graffiti wil enhance their sense
‘ml’m%mems rh:ms that the benefits of a local clean- -up goes beyond aesthetic
Priei: s Whﬁe " the}'&l:"n:’:ldtb an f)pportumty to meet neighbours and make new
Same time doing something to improvement the place you call -
i an ofﬁcia_l cxplained. * Gcttmg along with like-minded people to |
L CeMireg eCOurage m::ﬁ:“ you care about can be very rewarding” Community.
Clmhlng Thisge: whi 'S With free kits for clean-ups, include refuse bags and . -
A en t°°k part have Certamly approved of all that was done

IBPICEIfcu
mm
) em a‘x"’"‘flﬂg to the survey was: “De;'mueiy worthwhllc '
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Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about a child with an unusual talent.

In 1886, a young woman was living in a modest house near a secluded village.
Her only company was the little boy about five years old. She did her own work
and discouraged acquaintanceships. All the villagers knows about her was that her
name was Tang, and that she called an child Ah-chee. One day, this son asked his
mother if he was different from others. He explained what had happened. A
woman had asked him if the postman has been past and Ah-chee had confirmed
that he had. Since she asked him how long ago the postman had come, Ah-chece
had been unable to tell her - he had not scen him. Which had annoyed the woman,
who asked how he can have known if he had not seen him. Ah-chee had replied
that he could smell the postman’s track on the path. This had annoyed the woman
very much because she thinks he was lying when he made such a bizarre claim.
Ah-chee’s mother knew better, proving he had such a talent with a simple test.

W=

o 0N N W

T

[
(=

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the importance of the arts to
Yyoung people.

Students of any age can benefit from exposure 1o any or all of the creative arts,
Apart from the delighting and pleasure of viewing or listening to art and music, a
broader range with experience can enable students to develop their creativity and
their imaginations. The experience in itself may not be guaranteed to lead to better

understanding and enjoyment, while it is likely to be true that without experience,
such awareness cannot be achieved. Indee

mastering the technicality aspects of the
stude:

d, while it may be important to start

arts in a classroom, it is more crucial that
nts learn (o appreciate ‘the spirit of the arts’,
appreciate the beauty that surround us in our eve

That means learning to :
e ryday lives. It means learning
OW 10 express us, in a creative ang imaginativ
beyond the ordingr

© way. The arts can moveus ~
y life to one with reate ife s el
The arie greater awareness of the life around us. o i

enrich :
. \-ﬂ“_ﬂl‘ﬂl_wia_nd show us how we fit into society around us.
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,Carcl'ully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the reality of aliens in science fiction.

o Dnscumf-'c ﬁctunn authors lack imagination, creating aliens that are too human?
'An- they belng lazy when their creations act in human ways, with just a few
| things changed? Even creating mocified versions with other familiar creatures,

| suchas spiders or octopuses, do not seem very imaginative. Aliens could take so
'm'any other shapes = solid rocks, for instance, or bridges. Or what about all the
other bnss':'ble shapes and materials that can form extra-terrestrial life? However,
scientists now think that it may be correct to use humans features for alicns. Eyes,
for instance, be good things to have. Light always travels in straight lines so that
wherever light is available, such as in the vicinity of the star, it is technically easy
1o use light rays to navigation your way around and to locate objects. Therefore,
some form of cycs may indeed cvolved, wherever there is light in the universe.
So it seems science fiction writers may simply be creating realistic aliens after all!

l
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s "'C.ﬁl'e'fﬂilj' read the text belaw, consisting of 12 lines, about why people enjoy playing board games.

& I- PCOpIc "’“JW board games rather than compu:er games for a variety of reasons.

i l. s ad“hs treasure: happy memories of time spending with other family

: rnembcrs or with friends playing Monopoly, Draughts, Cluedo or any of the

% hu"dmds Ofﬂ\'al!ablc Imard games. So spending times with others in an enjoyable
5 selivity is CIWIY a guod reason — onhne games could not quite match the

earness of fnends Most' would say lhat they player such games simply because

J:::l::: fun, Hmvever if we analyse where the fun comes by, the words

L% 8¢” and ‘competition” are sure to featurc ‘Some people liked playing

B f.::ti: rategy, such as Chess or Go that requ:res a'lot of thought. Others are
Itis 1EUel::hw and people ‘-""J“}‘ be Iucky or anoy proaning if their Juck is out.

Thug ! suich games involve much conversauons with other participants.

%ﬁ:ﬁmee isan cxcu:se for spcndmg time with other people.
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Carefully read the text below. consisting of 12 lines, about the justification for keeping wild

animals in zoos.

Many people wday do not agree with keeping wild animals in any city zoo.
Their view may be said to be 2 misundersianding. While the nature world

still exists, it is under threats of one kind or another. As a purpose, the wholc
rationale for zoos these days is conservation. Responsible zoo. such as those in
Singapore. are now places of education and science which prime concern is
conserving the wild. They house animals in a social groups and habitats that
resemble their wild habitat. In addition, most zoo animals today were born in
z00s. The days of seizing them legally from the wild are long gone. Besides,

a Sumatran figer from a zoo will likely not last a week in a Sumatran jungle.

He knows nothing for kraits, ouhras and poisonous lianas or how to catch live food.

He would probably be killed by another male or starve. In a zoo, he is safe.
In addition, zoos breed wild animals co-operatively across national boundaries.
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TEST 36

Carefully read the text helow, consisting of 12 lines, about a situation faced by a taxi driver.

A Singapore taxi driver reported an unusual incident to the police yesterday.

It began when he picked up two teenage boys at Bukit Merzh at the early hours of
the morning. They told him that they wants to 2o to Queenstown, but as they were
proceeding along Guan Chuan Street, one boy suddenly whip out a penknife and
made a grab for the driver’s waist pouch' The taxi driver was caught c’omplctéiy'
off guard, as he said that no passenger before have attempled to interfere with hlm
after he was driving, although several had argued at the end of the journey. 'I'he
taxi driver’s instinct reaction was 1o, fcnd the boy off with hls left hand while .
holding on to the steering wheel with l]]mr other hand. In lhetr struggle; he lost' ‘

wildly and crashing into the back of lhe p:ukcd SUV. damaging it and his cab.

control of the car and drove onto the kerb He hit a road s:gn before swerving . - i R
s 210

BRI

While the taxi driver was momentanly stunned, the boys rap:dly fled the sce:le.
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Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about two World Cross Country races.

Japhet Korir won the World Cross Country Championships at his first attempt.

It was close at the end. The 19-year-old Kenyan athlete came over the final hill
with his lead been cut all the time., but he hung on and finished the coursc in a
time of 32 minutes 45 seconds to edge off Ethiopia’s Imane Merga by six
seconds. He was pleasing to win in the difficult conditions with snow and lots of
mud. as well as cold weather make the going tongh for the athletes. Merga was
disappointed 1o finish second. so at least he could be pleased that his country took
the men’s team award. Eritrea’s Medhin finished third, a far three seconds back.
Renya's Emily Chebet win the women’s title, with her country also scooping the
women’s team erown. Nigeria’s Ayalew have looked a likely winner as she came to - |
the final hill with what looked like a healthy lead over the chasing group of runners.
She faltered on that last climb though, and ended up having to settle for silver.

N AWM A WN -
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Carcfully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about heavy school bags.

A father saw that his daughter’s school bag weighed more than 5kg of rice did. -
Afterwards, the astounding father wrote to the local newaapers‘ Iamenting that
school bags were heavier despite technology. The father had thinking that, since
his daughter needed to take a iPad to school, most of the teaching material would
be contained in it. Although, to his amazement, he discovered that this was not
the situation. His Secondary 1 daughter has to carry her iPad on top of the usual -
textbooks. Later, a spokesperson on the M_ini;tfy tqf. E;ilflc_:itioﬁ :‘;ta!edllhlat the .
recommended weight of school bags shall be no more than 10 o 15 percent of a
student’s body weight. However, after queshmmm a Iargc, nu mber of annry and . | 8.
Secondary school students, the Iocal medn dtacovcr that most had baas 4bove the. |9
fecommended weight, This nught sccms to many to be pandering to the. young: - 1710,

However, it is also the case that lu-.uvy bag:i could cnuse phy&.ml injuries, : :
e e :
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Carcfully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, an advertisement for an interior

decarating company,

[Forae -
e alteatron to detail 2nd personal help, look no further than Wonder Interiors.
| TH i - e

| Ui company will solve ail your indoor decorating and flooring problems.
Savod at Tdos ; : . - :

Haved at 1deal Business Park. Wonder claims to provide the full redesign and

redecorating " ; . b ;
evorating service for all customers at competition prices, The Wonder Interors

-

shomroom, with every thing form laminates, vinyls and carpets through to soft
furnishings, offer a wide range of samples and displays. This independent
company is run by a husband-and-wife tcam. *“We pride us on our service because
the majorny of our work comes though recommendations from previous
customers,” Mr Won said. His wife, Deria, added, “We go the extra mile —
Tnerally. | manage each contract personal so that customers can deal with the
same person from start to end.” Public and trade customers were welcome.
Waonder Inferions can be found at 26 Ideal Business Road, Ideal Business Park.

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, a fictional critique of a sinper’s album.

We loved O'Malley's debut album when we first heard it here at Music House,
Naturally, we were guite excited when her latestalbum arrives. Vinyl is a stripped
bare acoustic and vocal album with re-recondings of tracks from her debut album
4nd some excellent new songs. The record kicks of with a cover of Jaime's
Willow and straight away one is struck by the purity and-warm of O Malley's -
woice. This lady has the ability to raise the hairs on the back of one’s neck with
etfurtless ease, This fine interpretation of Willew manage 1o imprave on
an onigmal version. She also covers Springsteen 's No Surrender and Give Up by
Backhome. Both are good but do not have the magic she show on that first album.
For e, it iy the brilliant Run Around that steal the s.hciw i wnukl go as [ar tls (G
say what Vieyl is the best album | have heard this )tar - and in quite some hime.
' Malley 15 the best female singer -.nu;,nnu: €10 :sppear in Ihs: Iasl Im. yean, -
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