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GRAMMAR

Future 1

We can refer to the future in English by using will, be going to or by using present tenses.
Sometimes there is little difference between will and be going to, but at other times we use
them in different ways.

will

® Form

Form will future using will + infinitive without fo. The negative of will is won’t. The
short form of will in speech and informal writing is /I.

What do you think will happen? I'll tell you later.

There won’t be any lessons tomorrow.

In formal English we also use shall with I and we to refer to the future. This is becoming rare.

® Meaning

Use will to talk generally about future beliefs, opinions, hopes and predictions. There
is usually a time expression. Add perhaps, probably or definitely to show how certain
or uncertain we are about our predictions.

In the next century, most people will probably live in big cities.

Perhaps it’ll rain tomorrow.

United will definitely win tonight.

Probably and definitely come after will but before won't.
She’ll probably come with us tonight.
She probably won’t come with us tonight.

Be going to

e Form
Form be going to future with the verb be + going + the infinitive.
Jean is going to learn to drive.
Tim and Ann are going to travel abroad next year.

® Meaning
1 Use be going to for plans and intentions. The plan may be in the near future, or more
distant.
I'm going to do lots of work this evening.
After I finish university I'm going to travel all over Europe by InterRail.
2 Use be going to for prediction when we can see in the present situation that
something is going to happen.
Look out! You're going to drop the plates!
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GRAMMAR 8 FUTURE 1

Present continuous

® Form

See Grammar 2 for the form of the present continuous,
I'm meeting my mother for lunch at one.

® Meaning

Use the present continuous future to talk about things we have arranged to do, such
as social arrangements and appointments. There is usually a time expression.

A: Are you doing anything on Friday evening?

B: Not really. Why?

A: I'm having a party. Would you like to come?
State verbs (e.g. be, know) are not usually used in a continuous form (see Grammar 2),
so we use will or going to with these verbs.

I’ll be back on Friday.

I'm going to be back on Friday.

Will or going to?
We can make predictions with will and geing to, and on most occasions either is possible.
I think it’s going to/it’ll probably rain tomorrow.
If there is strong evidence in the present situation, then we generally use going to:
I think it’s going to rain this afternoon. (looking up at black clouds in the sky)

Going to or present continuous?
We use going to and the present continuous for plans and arrangements, and either is
usually possible.
I'm going to have/I’'m having a party on Friday.
Going to suggests that the details are not yet finalized - it’s still just a plan.
Jean is going to have another driving lesson soon. (a plan, with no specific time)
The present continuous suggests that the arrangement is more fixed, with a time and a place.
Jean is having her driving lesson this afternoon.  (it’s fixed, in her diary)

Other meanings of will and shall
Will and shall have other meanings. See Grammar 9 and Grammar 22,
Is that the phone ringing? 'll answer it.  (a spontaneous decision)
I’ll do the best that I can to help you. (a promise)
Shall I help you? (offer/suggestion)
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INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE PRACTICE

1 Underline the correct sentence, a) or b), in each mini-dialogue.
1 A: Can you come dancing tomorrow night?
B: a) Sorry, I'll play basketball.
b) Sorry, I'm playing basketball.
2 A: What are your plans for the summer?
B: a) I'll spend a month in the mountains.
b) I'm going to spend a month in the mountains.
3 A: What do you think about the weather?
B: a) It'll probably rain tomorrow.
b) It’s raining tomorrow.
4 A: What about tomorrow at about 5.307
B: a) OK, I'll see you then.
b) OK, I'm seeing you then.
5 A: Mary is getting a dog in July for her birthday present.
B: a) Really? What is she calling it?
b) Really? What is she going to call it?
6 A: It would be nice to see you next week.
B: a) Are you doing anything on Wednesday?
b) Will you do anything on Wednesday?

2 Put each verb in brackets into a form of will, going to or present continuous.
More than one answer may be possible.

1 Have you heard the news? Harry (join) ..k§ Jekndn@/ts. 90ing.to jeokvy. the Army!

2 Sorry 10 keep you waiting. L {not De) ..cuiiuuiommsmmommssanmmimiion long.

3 According to the weather forecast, it (SOW) ...c.cueereeeeerecesrsersessssresenssssssnssessssssnees
tomorrow.

4 I'm sorry I can’t meet you tonight. I (g0 0UL) ........ccvmicvnriiisinininsninsssissiissssssscssesens
with my parents.

Coreil] YO LRDIOCRY ciioinmasssinpronasimiiamsiinsmasssinsstissibinn that jug off the table!

6 In 50 years’ time, most people (probably ride) .........ccemminnrnnncneirssssseseacnees
bicycles to work.

7 OUF TEOTIT GV ) i iisveiison siinihisreasissviisineissamisaros us a test tomorrow.

8 I(80) i 10 Manchester at the end of next week.

9 Lookout® You (WD .. counsansmimeiunmsrame That tres!
10 1 think our team (probably Win) ...cimmisiminsiimsisssisissssinisn

34

ssLIVEWORKSHEETS



GRAMMAR 8 FUTURE 1

3 Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first
sentence.

1 My party is on Thursday.
[....n having a party......... on Thursday.
2 Tomorrow’s weather forecast is for rain.

e tomorrow.

4 Tomorrow I'll be absent, Mrs Jones.
L creiieciersesssesessesasnsssesasesssanansens N1ETE tOMoOrrow, Mrs Jones.
5 Terry intends to finish painting the kitchen this evening.
BTN bt ek sdhas e painting the kitchen this evening.
6 Meet me outside the station at 5.30.
L cocopmmasesmpmesmsnssmmpasmemmame sy OUES1E thie Siation gt 5,30,
7 What's our arrangement for lunch?
b 7 O — for lunch?
8 Everyone expects lots of tourism in this country next summer.

Everyone thinks a large number of tourists ............c.ccccooccconviciiincnncccnnnee. this
country next summer.

4 Rewrite the sentences which are incorrect. If the sentence is correct, put a
tick (V).

1 1go swimming next Saturday. Would you like to come?

................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................
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INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE PRACTICE

5 Rewrite each sentence so that it contains will or going to.
1 I plan to study engineering in France.
L0k @oing to. stud Y. CN@LNEETING KV FXANG ...
2 [I'vearranged a party for next Friday.

3 We've got an appointment at the doctor’s, so we can't come.

4 Kelly is likely to get the job.

5 Martin’s wife is pregnant again.,
6 Sarah is usually late and I expect her to be late tonight.

................................................................................................................................................

1 TI've got a test tomorrow, so I'm ........ 2¢tAg. ... up early to do some revision.
That suitcase 100ks heavy. ... 1 CArry it for you?
Sorry, but I ........cccccccsicnniciicvinneccee. be here tomorrow. I have to go to the doctor’s.
Which team do you think ..o iiaiiimiimmiossimdamsmmding win the match?
BYe TOF DO, wisiissimuniviriniiossionsssassamveiin I'll see you next week, but I'm not sure.
WETE ....coorernririrenissssessnisssesssessennenns. SKating this afternoon. Do you want to come?
The weather isn't very good, so there ................ be many people at the beach today.

- - R - Y I L

Where do you want me to put these books? ..............ccccccnvenncnnn. | leave them here?
=» SEE ALSO

Grammar 2: Present time 1
Grammar 9: Future 2
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GRAMMAR

Future 2

Future continuous

e Form
Form the future continuous with will + be + the -ing form of the verb.
This time tomorrow I'll be eating lunch on the plane.

e Meaning
1 Use future continuous to imagine an activity in progress in the future. We often
do this when we compare what we are doing now with what we will be doing in the
future. There is nearly always a time expression.
Where will you be living in five years' time?
2 Use the future continuous to say that we are sure something will happen.
We’ll be holding a meeting soon, so we can decide then.

Future perfect

e Form

Form the future perfect with will + have + the past participle.
By the time we get to the cinema, the film will have begun.

® Meaning
Use the future perfect to look back from one point in the future to an earlier event.
We often use by or by the time with the future perfect.
By next week I’ll have collected over 1000 euros for charity.
The situation has not happened yet, but at a certain time in the future it will happen.

Present simple

e We often use the present simple to talk about events in the future which are part of
a timetable, programme or calendar.

Jim's plane leaves at 12.00.
Our head teacher retires next year.

e Time clauses

In some will sentences there is a time clause, with a time word followed by the present
simple. These time words are always followed by the present simple to talk about the
future: when, after, before, unless, in case, as soon as, until, by the time, the next time.

When I see her again, I'll tell her your news.

Let’s run home before it rains.

Take an umbrella, in case it rains.

As soon as we're ready, we'll phone you.

Please wait here until Mrs Hall comes back.
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INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE PRACTICE

We can also use the present perfect with these words to emphasize that an action is
complete.
Hand in your paper as soon as you have finished.

Functions using will and shall
When we say that a verb form has a ‘function, we mean that we use it for a purpose
like ‘promising’ or ‘suggesting’ rather than to refer to time. Many uses of will and shall
are more easily described in this way.

® Promise
Ill try as hard as I can.
® Refusal

I won'’t tell you!

® Threat
Stop doing that, or I'll tell my dad.

® Decision made at the moment of speaking.

A: "Which one do you want?’
B: ‘I'll take the blue silk one. (in a shop)

e Offer
I’ll give you a lift in my car.
Will you have some more coffee?
Shall I open the door for you?

® Request
Will you carry this bag for me?

® Suggestion
Shall we play tennis?

® Parting remark

I'll see you tomorrow.
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GRAMMAR 9 FUTURE 2

1 Underline the correct word or phrase in each sentence.

This time next week Billy will lie/will be lying on the beach.
Please stay in your seats until the bell rings/will ring.

We'll have moved/We'll be moving to our new house on Tuesday.
What time does your train leave/will your train leave?

Don't forget to turn off the lights before you're leaving/you leave.
Where will you work/will you be working in ten years’ time?

Wait for me. I'll be/I'll have been ready in a moment.

e~ U R W

John won't stop/won’t have stopped talking all the time!

2 Complete each sentence (1-6) with one of the endings (a-f).
More than one answer may be possible.

As soon as | hear from Helen, s
By the time Mary arrives,

Please takeaseat e
This time next week

The next timeyouseeme ...

(= S ¥ T S P S

We'll have time to have some lunch ...
until the dentist is ready.
the match will be over.
I'll have had my hair cut and you won't recognize me.

a

b

c

d before the train leaves.

e [I'll ask her to phone you.
f

we'll be enjoying ourselves on holiday.

3 Underline the inappropriate verb forms and write the correct form in the space.
If the sentence is correct, put a tick (v).

1 By the time the police get here, the burglars will have vanished.  ..........! ¥ i
When you'll grow older, you'll change your mind about this. ...
The bus leaves at 1.00, so we'll leave the house at 11.30. e
I won't leave until you will give me the money.

Will you have been using the computer next lesson? =~ .

2
3
4
5 Assoon as the taxi will arrive, I'll be letting you know. i
6
7 By the time we get to Emma’s house, she'll leave.
8

‘Do you want me to carry this?’ ‘No that’s all right, I'm doing it.
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INTERMEDIATE LANGUAGE PRACTICE

4 Rewrite each sentence so that it contains will/shall or going to, and the verb
underlined.
1 How about playing tennis?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................

5 Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first
sentence.

1 The work won't take us longer than an hour.

We L AVEFAESIEA. ... ..o eeenesesses e seesesss s the work in an hour.
2 | promise to phone you before our next meeting.

Belore W8 s e e Dy e you.

3 Would you like me to check the spelling for you?

4 Sheila refuses to let me share her book.

Sheila WONt ...ttt sassssssssssssesssssesssssssssasseos DOOK,
5 How about having a game of chess?

SREANL o evesimnmionmericcsimessiasessimsits HASIOHERN S S RSSO E44 a game of chess?
6 Please stay here until | come back.

PREREE Y i cosviiinssssmamissnissnsmisiss s isnesta st s sisnpssesiamnsve TIE DI,
7 After the lesson we'll meet and play tennis.

WERD ciisiiinmminnmmnsmnmsninsmsnisausasis We 1 et and play tendis.
8 What job will you have in 20 years’ time?

What il . ciniiniiniinisinnnnnsisniss in 20-years timet
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