1 Complete the sentences

with the correct form of the verbs below.

READING and VOCABULARY

An exchange student

| can find specific detail in an article and talk about travelling.

3 Read the text again. Mark the sentences T (true)
or F (false).

Gina didn't expect to have any problems with

Mead is a small town in Colorado.
At first, Gina didn't find it easy being at

Not all the students at her high school

Gina believes you can learn about other
countries as a tourist as well as when you live

Her advice to other exchange students is

1 []

I expiore go learn meet PLGH share !_l speoking Engtish.
1 We're planning a trip to Australia next year. 2 []
2 Shallwegoand . the old part % L] ;

of the city? an American school.
3 I'dloveto Chinese, but | guess it's %L A

a very difficult language! - were friendlly.
4 We usually on holiday in August. 5 [
5 It's fun to maoke videos and _them r—

with your friends online. s )
6 A backpacking holiday is a great way to

| R — people.

2 Read the article. Complete the sentences

with one word in each gap.

1 Gina decided to go to
an exchange student.
2 She chose not to live in a

to take part in lots of activities.

4 Look at the words in italics in the sentences and
find the word friends in the text. Then complete the

sentences with the correct form of the verbs below.

as

I odmire consult experience goon have

e

her exchange year. 1 I'sagoodideato. @ guidebook before

3 Most high schools in the USA have big IS ay
I 2 Ifit's hot tomorrow, let's a barbecue.

4 Gina was surprised that the . 3 Every morning | wake up and the view
was nice from my bedroom window.

5 She enjoyed having Inthe 4 What's the best way ta _the culture of
summer. another country?

6 Shewasa at her high 5 Wouldyouliketo an exchange to
schoal once. another country?

‘ We all love travelling to other countries,
but how much do we really tearn about
the places we visit? We admire the view
from our hotel room, we consult our
guidebook and visit the popular tourist
spats, then we return home with happy
memories and 200 photos! But what's it
like to live and study in another country?

Gina Rossi decided to spend a year in
the USA as an exchange student, She
knew the language would be difficult at
first and she knew she would miss her
friends back home, but she wanted to
experience the real America.

Gina stayed with a family in Mead,
Colorado. 'l didn't want to go to a city.’
She says. Mead is a fairly small town,
so it was ideal for her. What was the
first thing that she noticed in America?

- An exchange student

of another country. And her advice

‘Everything was bigger,’ she says.

‘The houses, the schools, the shops.”
Gina found school life difficult at First.
The classes in most high schools are
very big and you have to be quite
independent. And of course, everything
was in English. But the teachers were
excellent and the students were all
really friendly, ‘They soon made me
feel at home, she says. Did anything
surprise her? ‘ was expecting the food
to be terrible, she says, ‘But the Family
| stayed with enjoyed cooking, so in
fact, it was really nice. In the summer,
when the weather was hot, we had a
lot of barbecues — | liked those.’

Gina now says that living in a place,
rather than visiting &s a tourist, is the
only way to experience the culture

for others? ‘If you decide to go on

an exchange, you should join in with
everything, to make the maost of the
experience.’ Gina even joined In as

a cheerleader for a high school football
game — but only once!
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