Bel npoBojguTe MHGOPMALMOHHBIA MOMCK B XOJ€ BBINOJHEHHS TPOCKTHOMH
paborel. Ompenenure, B kakoM u3 TekcToB A-F cozepxkarcs orBerl Ha
uHTepecytowme Bac sonpocet 1-7. Oaun u3 Bompocoe ocraHercs 0e3 orsera.
3anecute Bauu orBeTsl B TAONULLY.
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. Where can we find the biggest "lungs" of the Earth?

. What is the largest country in the world?

. What are the impressive achievements of Russian space programme?
. Which Russian souvenir is the most popular among the tourists?

. Where in Europe can we find the biggest collection of books?

. What are the impressive facts about Siberian Lake Baikal?

. Which role does Russian language play in the world?

A. Russia, also officially known as the Russian Federation, is the largest country

in the world. Its territory is 17,075,400 square kilometers. According to
scientists, the country’s territory would almost cover the surface of the planet
Pluto. It is the only country which is washed by 3 oceans and 12 seas. Russia
1s considered to be a European country, but two-thirds of the country are in
Asia. However, most of the population lives in the European part of Russia.

. Siberian Lake Baikal is the largest pool of fresh water on the planet. All the

12 major rivers of the world (the Volga, the Don, the Yenisei, the Ob, the
Ganges, the Amazon, etc.) would need to flow almost a year to fill a pool
equal to the volume of Lake Baikal. Another impressive fact is that even if all
the rest of the planet’s fresh water supply were to disappear, there would be
enough fresh water left in Lake Baikal to supply the people of the earth for up
to 50 years.

. Russia is the country with the largest forest reserves in the world. 45% of its

territory is covered in green forests. The forests are located in the European
north of the country, in Siberia and in the Far East. Forests play an important
role in the life and welfare of people. Russian forests are the biggest “lungs’
of the Earth. They produce oxygen and clean the atmosphere of carbon
dioxide and other pollutants.

. There are more than five thousand languages in the world. Russian is one of

the five major world languages. 280 million people around the world speak
Russian and it is one of the most widely spoken native languages in Europe.
The United Nations uses Russian as one of the official languages of the
organization. It is also used in international commerce, politics, academic and
cultural life.



E. For its collection of books, the Russian State Library is considered to be the
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biggest in Europe and one of the largest in the world. The Russian State
Library was founded in 1862, in Moscow. The library has over 275 km of
shelves with more than 43 million items, including books, journals and
magazines, art publications, music scores and sound records, maps and other
things. There are items in 247 languages of the world.

. Russia 1s known all over the world for its space programmes. In 1957 the

Soviet Union launched Sputnik 1, the first artificial satellite in the world. Four
years later, in 1961, human space flight was accomplished. Soviet cosmonaut
Yuri Gagarin was the first man to journey into space. He orbited the Earth and
landed the same day. There are other impressive space achievements of the
country like the first long space flight, the first woman cosmonaut in space,
and the first spacewalk.
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. What are the impressive facts about Sunday papers?

. What is one more proof of the importance of the papers?

. What are the papers for better educated people?

. What were the results of the desire to attract more readers?

. What is the alternative source of news?

. How could one in Britain tell what kind of paper the person was reading?
. What can we find in any newsagent's shop in Britain?

A. As in many other European countries, Britain’s main newspapers are losing

their readers. Fewer and fewer people are buying broadsheets and tabloids at
the newsagent’s. In the last quarter of the twentieth century people became
richer and now they can choose other forms of leisure activity. Also, there is
the Internet which is a convenient and inexpensive alternative source of news.

. The *Sunday papers’ are so called because that is the only day on which they

are published. Sunday papers are usually thicker than the dailies and many of
them have six or more sections. Some of them are ‘sisters’ of the daily



newspapers. It means they are published by the same company but not on
week days.

. The quality papers or broadsheets are for the better educated readers. They
devote much space to politics and other ‘serious’ news. The popular papers,
or tabloids, sell to a much larger readership. They contain less text and a lot
more pictures. They use bigger headlines and write in a simpler style of
English. They concentrate on ‘human interest stories’ which often means
scandal.

. Not so long ago in Britain if you saw someone reading a newspaper you could
tell what kind it was without even checking the name. It was because the
quality papers were printed on very large pages called ‘broadsheet’. You had
to have expert turning skills to be able to read more than one page. The
tabloids were printed on much smaller pages which were much easier to turn.

. The desire to attract more readers has meant that in the twentieth century
sometimes even the broadsheets in Britain look rather “popular’. They give a
lot of coverage to scandal and details of people’s private lives. The reason is
simple. What matters most for all newspaper publishers is making a profit.
They would do anything to sell more copies.

. If you go into any newsagent’s shop in Britain you will not find only
newspapers. You will also see rows and rows of magazines for almost every
imaginable taste. There are specialist magazines for many popular pastimes.
There are around 3,000 of them published in the country and they are widely
read, especially by women. Magazines usually list all the TV and radio
programmes for the coming week and many British readers prefer them to
nNewspapers.
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