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Topic: Pirates and Buccaneers

Instructions: Read the passage below and answer the following questions

BUCCANEERS AND FIRATES

In the mid 17" century a grow :

s X p of French, lish
and seamen lived ©n :I;u island of Hispaniola. En'l{;h-.-y ﬁmﬁh:h@bﬁ
amuimnmlmi_ mﬁ-c-; M'“mnainl:r:& 0 2 H th hunting wild cattle] and other
men lived s very rough life. E Dby selling cured meat to passing ships. The

.. They wore ¢ j f
dyed in the blood of the mimnls};hﬂs}' Iun!a':u[.m‘*EI T e o tlate. Sy

hogskin in boots and rawhide belis. u{ = T:‘EF alsa weore rru.n:l capes,

Two things caused the Buccancers to
cattle they hunted became very few in numb
the island by the Spanish

leaVe Hispaniola. First, the wild
er. Second, they were driven off
that ruled Hispaniola.

. The Buccaneers moved to Tortuga and Port Royal, Jamaica. The
Buctanecrs c-ha,ng-:-,d their lifestyle and began to amack the ships of their
enemies, the Spanish. Spanish ships moved through the Caribbean loaded
with gold and silver from South America. i | 1
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The Buccaneers had a very strict code efhonour. They shared equally

m all provisions and liquor, Each person had a right to vote o important
matiers.
|

Tortugn was the main hesdguarters For the Bmmr;‘q but the
Englishmen mainly used Port Royal, There were several buc ez who
came to use the Bahamas as a hideout. The Bahamas was chasen | of
the many reefs, channels, protected harbouwrs and deserted island, In 16RO
the Enplish left Toruga completely because England and France swere ot
war, In [692 Port Roynl was destroyed by an carthquake. Theése events,
plus the fact that there was vimually no government hene, led to the
cstablishorent of the Bakamas as a pirate headquarters. It was a very smakl
step from being a buccancers (attacking only your enemies! ships) to
becoming a pirate. A pirate attacked not just Spanizh ships, but any and all
ships that had treasure,

Every pirate crew had a sct of articles. These wers a sct of rules that
explained what was to be done, how to behave on the ships and alzo a type
of insurance for any crew member that was injured. Pirate ships sailed their
own (ag. It was called the Jolly Roger. The pirate flag had a 1 and two
- crossed bones on ither a black or red background. : S
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FAMOUS PIRATES OF THE BAHAMAS

; There were several fumous pirstes that mode their beadquartess in
irs the sarly 1 700'2 {18™ cestury), Fowr of them ane discussed below.
Mﬂ_rzﬂﬂd ’
Mary Read was o waman that was mised as a boy. When she was o
#way from home 1o fightin the Wars in Europe. Later, she stowed mway |
headed for tve Canbbean, The ship she was on was captured by parales. Sac
seeking adwenture, joined the pirase crew. ™ £
The piraie crew that Maory joined was umdcr the command of Capes g
Rackham (knowm = Calice Jack) When the pirates were given a pardan by Wonde
Ragers in 1718, Mary sccepted the pardos. She then became a privateer and wap seat aul
02 capoured Spamish ships. When her crew had captured o Spanish ship, ey,
:md‘h:ccE:;l::s]pl:mm again (they kept the trensure for themsulves mstead of fun
€ (5] I5h. ,
m'nﬂﬂm;hmhlpmnwiumdﬂfﬁmﬁ?mbw‘, LS
Read was capiured and sentenced 1o hand, However, Mary died of a fewes jn prsai
bezfirre this coald hoppen, e -

Anne Bomney
Anne Boanpey wns born in Ireland 2od later mosed to Coralima. While @l

Caroling she secretly married n sailor (n Charlestown. When her father di
Anme Bonney was disowned. Bow thot she had no maney, Anne’s new Iil.ubﬂ'l:
Anne Boncey met Jack Hackhem aod joined bis pirme crew. She s cagiared |
nétr Jomaica with Racicham's crew. Anne Hommey swms sentenced to hang with Mary
Eead snd Jack Backhsm  Fowewer, Anne Besmey was not hanged becauss [she was
going to hove o baby, ! |

Stede Bonmoet
Sted= Boene! was ocipimefly snoamsy officer. He lived on a pkmtpamm an

Barbades amd had never commanded = ship before he became a pimte, Many said bhe
becnme o pinate becouse hiz mind wax unhalimesd, Others sid it was his wife drove
him ta it. Banmett’s ship wis caled The Revenge. He milod in ihe Bahamas nnd
plundered and burned the Caribbean rogion nod as B north as Virginia in th
Sraes. In 1718, Bonaest also accepted the prerdan offesed by Wodanles Rogers
refurned by piraey. His new ship was called The Rovall Jamses,

Bongtre had to stop in South Caroline for repairs to his ship. A Colok
Beard of this and went to capture kim, The batile %0 capturs Boanet lasted five Bitars and
then he surendered. Bonnet escaped from prison, bt he' was Inter recapiuied. | Bomnst

hmged in November 1718, He & lnown s the only pirate thot ocewadly e people

WL
‘wlk the plank’”, |

Blackheard:
Perhaps the most famous pirate of all was Blackbeard. Blackbeard's ref iis

was Edward Teach, Teach was born in England and he came to the Caribbeay g 5
privateer. In 1713 Teach joined Benjamin Homigold's crew and became a pirafd, [n
1716 Blackbeard had captured his own ship and named it Queen Anne's Revenge
Blackbeard’s base for attacking the Atlantic Coast of Normh America was Nassay
Blackbeard is described as being tall and he had a blackbeard that he tied up with red
ribbons. He carried three pairs of pistols in holsters around his shoulders. Blackheard
made appoint of regularly shooting one of his men so they would not forget that he was
in command. In I718 Blackbeard died while he was fighting to prevent being captured
It is said he fought on even though he had five gunshot wounds and 3 sword wounds |
| '




WRITE “T” FOR TRUE OR “F” FOR FALSE ON THE LINE AFTER EACH OF THE

FOLLOWING STATEMENTS.

1. Buccaneers originally lived on the island of Jamaica where they hunted

wild cattle.

2. Buccaneers attacked only English ships.

3. Buccaneers wore clothes dyed in the blood of the animals they hunted.

4. The enemies of the Buccaneers were the French

5. Port Royal was destroyed by an earthquake.
6. Henry Morgan was a buccaneer who became the Governor of Jamaica.

7. Tortuga was the first pirate’s republic.

8. Privateers were given letters of marque to attack Spanish Ships.
9. The pirates relocated to The Bahamas because it was located on the Trade

Route.

10. The pirates had codes of conducts.




