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Topic: Buccaneers and Pirates

Instruction: Read the following passage and answer the following questions.

BUCCANEERS AND FIRATES

In the mid 17 century a proup of French, English and Dutch robbess
and seamen lived on I:l':u island of Hispanicla, They became known as
hq..j:ca.num The men I:ye_-i out in the open, hunting wild cattle) and other
animais. They made a living hy selling cured meat to passin slhi s. Tha
men lived 0 very rough &y

gh life. They wore elothes m "
dyed in the blood of the anirmals they hunted. gt St

hogskin in boots and rawhide belts. L*"F ‘;-M’)f also wore nifmnd caps,
11
Two things caused the Buccancers to feave Hispaniola. First, the wild

cattle they hunted became very few in number. Second. they were driven off
the island by the Spanish that ruled Hispaniola. e

The Buccaneers moved to Tortugs and Port Royal, Jamaics. The
Buccanesrs changed their lifestyle and began o amack the ships of their
enemies, the Spanizh. Spanish ships moved rough the Caribbean loaded
with gold and silver from South America. a :

eyl

The Buccaneers had a very strict code of honous. They shared equally

m all provisions and liquor. Each person had a right to vote on mportant
matters. '

Tortuga was the main hesdquarters for the Buccaneers, but the
Englishmen mainly used Port Royal. There were several buccanesrs who
came 10 use the Bahamas as a hideout. The Bahamas was chosen = of
the many reefs, channels, protected harbours and deserted island, In 1689
the English left Tomoga completely because England and France were ot
wiar, [In [692 Port Royal was Westroyed by an carthgquake. These events,
plus the et that there was virually no government here, led o the
cstablishment of the Bahamas as a pirate headquarters. It 'was u yory smalkk
step from being a buccancers {attacking only your enemies| ships) to
bocoming a pirste. A pirate attacked not just Spanizh ships, bat any and all
ships that had eazure,

Every pirate crew had a sot of aricles. These were a set of rules that
explained what was to be done, how to behave on the ships and alao a type
of insurgnce for any crew member that was injured. Pirate ships sailed their
own Gag. It was called the Jolly Roger. The pirate flag had a skoll and two

crossed bones on either a black or red background,

JEL



FAMOUS PIRATES OF THE BAHAMAS

There were several funous pirates that mide their headquarters in
i the sarly 17002 (18" century) - Fowr of them ore discussed Belewy.

Mary Read s
Mary Read was g woman that was rized as a boy. When she was oldg, she ran
sway frony home 1> fightin the Wars in Burepe. Later, she stowed away ba a =hip
headed for the Caribboan. The ship she was on was capured by pirates. Magy, alwoys
#oeiing adveniure, jained the piraes ceew. . 4 |
The pirme crew that Mary joined was under the command of Cappain Jack
Rackham (known a5 Calice Jack) When the piraies were given & pardan by Woodes
Rogers in 1718, Mary sccepted the pardoa. She then became a privatecr and Wig semt QUL
e capeured Spamish shipe When her crew had captursd a Spanish ship, ST
and became pisates again (they kept the teasure for themsalves instead of & . 1[0“*
1o the English, : .'
The usazl punishmen for 2 person convicted of piracy was be h"ﬂ-s"' Mﬂr}'
Read was captured and seatenced o hand, Howewves, Mary died of a fewer o prisal
befiren this could happen. o “ |

Anne Bonney .
Ance Bonmey wns born in Ireland and later maved to Carolina. Whilo s

Caralifia she secretly married n anilor (o Charlestown. When her father disco

Anpes Bonney was disowned. Mow that she had no money, Anne’s new husband left ber.
Anre Banoey met Jack Rackham snd joined bis pirate crow. She was caprared in 1720
near Jamaica with Backham's ceew.  Ansme Bonmey wna sentenced to hang sadth Mary
Read snd Jack Rackhem Howewer, Anne Bosmey was not hanged because|she was'

going oo have o baby,

Stode Bonmct

Stede Bomnet wan origioally mn-army efficer. He Gved on o planiaiion on
Rarbados and had never commonded = ship before he hecamne o pimazs. Many said be
becams a piracs becouse his mind was unbalanced, Others said it was his wife drove
him £o it. Bonoett’s ship was called The Revenge. He sailed in ihe Bah el
plundersd ard burned the Coribbean region and as far nortdh as Virginia in the Linited
Srates. [n 1718, Boomed also accepied she pardon offered by Woodes Rogers He scon
returmed by piracy. His new ship was callle:d The Royal Jumes. -

Hongire had to stop in South Coraline for pepairs to his ship. A Colonel Rhen
berard of this and went to capture kim, The battle to capture Boanet lasied five hours and
then he nerendered. Bomnet sscaped (rom prizon, bt he' was Ioter recagiured.| Bannet
was hanged in November 17EB. He &s known as the only pirate that actually made people

‘walk the plank’, |

Blackbeard:
Perhaps the most famous pirate of all was Blackbeard. Blackbemrs —_

was Edward Teach, Teach was bor in England and he came to the Caribbeay o5
privateer. In 1713 Teach joined Benjamin Homigold's crew and became a piratd, [n
1716 Blackbeard had captured his own ship and named it Queen Anne’s Revenge
Blackbeurd’s base for atiacking the Adantic Coast of Norh America was Nus,s
Blackbeard is described as being tall and he had a blackbeard that he ticdi up with red
ribbons, He carried three pairs of pistols in holsters around his shoulders. Blackbeard
made appoint of regularly shooting one of his men so they would not forget that he was
in command. In 1718 Blackbeard died while he was fighting to prevent being captured
It is said he fought on even though he had five gunshot wounds and 3 sword wounds,
| ]



WRITE “T” FOR TRUE OR “F” FOR FALSE ON THE LINE AFTER
EACH OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS.

1. Anne Bonney was hanged in Jamaica.
2. Mary Read stowed away on a ship to come to the Caribbean
region.
3. Blackbeard was killed in a battle at sea as he attacked a
Spanish ship.
4. Stede Bonnet accepted a pardon for his crimes but soon went
back to being a pirate.

5. Mary Read accepted a pardon and was never a pirate again.

6. Blackbeard was tall and tied his beard up with red ribbons.

7. Anne Bonney became a pirate when she arrived in South
Carolina.

8. Mary Read sailed with Stede Bonnet.

9. Stede bonnet had a second ship known as Queen Anne’s
Revenge.

10.  Stede Bonnet died of a fever in prison before he could be
hanged.




