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The First French Intervention in Mexico

Baclground:The Pastry vWar —————————

by Alicia Judres

Truring the 19" century the French atiacied Mexico
two tines. Thees two conflicts were later called "The
French nterventions” The first French Intesvention
was thort and 4ld nol have 100 many Cerous
conSequancess. THIS firet Inf2rvemion Rappensd n the
first part of the K™ cantury Af that timne, there wers
many Frahch bushets cwners Iving in bexico and
they had many dhape and rectacrande, porficalzedy in
Mexico Tty

In 1535, the Fench ambassador e Mexico
presented Pregident Bustamante with a gslm of
SOOOO0 pezos for damiages Trench cHitzenc
had suffersd durng the riots of B2E in Aexico
City. These riots were violent prodests against the
r=cults of the precldentlal elections that hsd not
been deciled yei and many usnsgses i Maaco
Citys Alameda wers robbed and destroyed in the
corfigion For eample. when Bustamanis was
reading the claine, he Dund one mads by a Franch
haker Thic baker coid he had bet SO000 pecoc
worth of pastrics, Tustamarte thought this was
absurd and he did not pay the baken AS a resuf, on

== ——

The French tleer armiwing in Veracroz

Apell, 16, 538, the French fleet from Martinique
were. oraered ™ DIOCK T2 porT OF Veraomi undl an
agreement wae resched Thic meant no chip could
ke or amrive in the port,

The bisctade had Bsfad soven months when the
commander of e fizet aaded another JO2000
petoe oh the clain o coner the aadpehtes o the
bin=kads: n addition, he ordered a bomaismdment of
Veracrez, After the. first bornba rdment. Bastamante.
agreed to pay the debt in ull and the Erench fleet
saalied awany Girce thar, histordans have reforred o
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President Bustamante agreed to pay the debt in full and the French fleet sailed away.

O The commander of the fleet ordered the bombardment of Veracruz.

O The French ambassador in Mexico presented a claim of 600,000 pesos for damages suffered

O The French fleet blocked the port of Veracruz.

by French citizens.

O President Bustamante thought that the claim made by a French baker was absurd and

refused to pay it.



