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Part1

Part 2

Listen and fill 1n the blank with a suitable word.

A scientist said robots will be more (1) ____ than humans by 2029
The scientist's name is Ray Kurzweil. He works for Google as Director of
Engineering. He is one of the world's leading (?) —_____ on artificial intelligence

(A.L). Mr Kurzweil believes computers will be able to learn from experiences,
just like (7)__ ____. He also thinks they will be able to tell (4)
and stories, and even flirt. Kurzweil's 2029 prediction is a lot sooner than many
people thought. The scientist said that in 1999, many A.l. experts said it would be
hundreds of years before a computer was more intelligent than a human. He said
that it would not be long before computer intelligence is one billion times more
(5)___ than the human brain.

Mr Kurzweil joked that many years ago, people thought he was a little
(6)— _ for predicting computers would be as intelligent as humans.
His thinking has stayed the same but everyone else has changed the way they
think. He said: "My views are not (7) ____ any more. |'ve actually stayed
(). It's the rest of the world that's changing its view.” He highlighted
examples of high-tech things we use, see or read about every day. These things
make us believe that computers have (9) ______ He said people think
differently now: “Because the public has seen things like Siri [the iPhone's
voice-recognition technology] where you talk to a computer; they've seen the
Google (10)__ cars”

Choose the letter A, B, C or D to indicate the word whose underlined part differs
from the other three in pranunciation in each of the following questions.

1. A. forest B. extinction C. pollutant D. diversity

2. A. application ~ B. combustion C. navigation D. recognition

3. A. potential B. production  C. promotion D. psychology
Choose the letter A, B, C or D to indicate the word that differs from the other
three in the position of the primary stress in each of the following questions.
4. A. assembly B. interfere C. reunite D. resurrect

5. A. botanical B. responsible  C. vulnerable D. endangered
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part 3

hoo 2 letter A B O ——
( "llj‘n.l_' the lette; A, B, C or D to indicate the correct answer 1o each ot th
following questions.

1. We while we were on holiday.

A. had our car stolen B. had stolen our car
C. got stolen our car D. are stolen our car

2. Many materials have been used for teeth, including wood.
A. unnatural B. false C. hand-made  D. natural

3. I don't think people should be allowed to.

____experiments on animals.
A. create B. make C. perform D. produce

4. The teacher had the students an essay on the positive and negative
effects that modern technology has on children.

A. to write B. to be written  C. write D. writing
5. By the time you come home, | decorating.

A. have finished B. will have finished

C. are finishing D. finished

6. helps to maintain the balance of nature that we rely on for our
well-being and benefit.

A. Biodiversity  B. Diversity C. Diversification D. Biology
p A | waited, the more furious | got.

A.Thelonger  B.Thefewer  C.Thebetter D, The older

8. Darwin's theory of ____ has helped to explain the disappearance of
some species.
A. extinction B. revolution C. conservation D. evolution

9. Lisa____ at8o'clock next week. She'll be on holiday!

A. won't be working B. won't work
C. won't have worked D. hasn't worked
10. The police won't lethim __________ the country.
A. leaving B. to leave C. left D. leave
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Part 4

Reading

Choose the letter A, B, C or D to indicate the underlined part that needs
correction.

11 (A) By the time you (B) will arrive here, | (C) will have finished my (D) homewark.

12. Efforts are (A) dane in the hope (B) of preserving all (C) species and maintaining
(D) the ecological balance.

13. Many animal (A) species are becoming (B) endangered or even (C) extinction
due to (D) habitat destruction.

14. Many nations (A) protect endangered species (B) by forbidding hunting, (C) t
restrict land development (D) and creating preserves.

15. (A) The more you (B) pratise speaking in your class, (C) the more better you
are (D) at public speaking.

Read the passage and decide if the following sentences are True or False. Write
T far True, F for False.

According to Dr Nick Hawes, the future of robots is going to be huge. Here he
explains the challenges.

‘There's this huge excitement around robots, says Dr Nick Hawes, Senior
Lecturer in Intelligent Robotics, School of Computer Science, University of
Birmingham. ‘Everyone really believes, as we do ourselves, that robots are going
to have a huge impact on our future - in workplaces, in roles in various industries.
But there is one problem that motivated Dr Hawes and the group at Birmingham in
their research. 'The fact that these robots would only function for two hours, and

only do one useful thing once, made us think that we are not getting close to doing
the science that will allow robots to have this huge impact.’

The result of this was ‘Bob’ the robot, which received much media attention as
‘Bob’ was shown working as a security guard, patrolling the offices of a security
company. ‘Bob’ was designed as part of a research group called STRANDS, and is
made up of seven universities across Europe. ‘The STRANDS project has focused
on what we can do to make a robot function for more than an hour or two - for

days, weeks and months, says Dr Hawes. There are two interesting things about
this, he says.

Controlled environment

Firstly, there's the science and engineering challenge of making 2"
‘autonomous robot, a robot that can do things for itself, function for that length
of time in an environment it has no control over. Normally when you put robots
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into places you have to control everything, to tie things down, make sure nobody

gets in the robot’s way. You want to be able to make a robot cope in 2 real human
environment’

Secondly, there are real advantages when a robot can function for an extended
period of time. ‘The robot can start to learn things about this environment that
it wouldn't ever see normally; says Dr Hawes. ‘It gets to see daily routines and
patterns: what time people come and go; where you put your mug of tea on your
desk every day; things that humans have a common-sense understanding of, but
robots don't. Our aim is for robots to learn that over time.’

From driverless cars to washing machines

But do we have a fixed image of robots and have certain expectations of
what they look like and how they operate? Is our image of robots too human-like,
and is that a negative factor? ‘I think that is the way science fiction has shown
them to date; says Dr Hawes. ‘'m not really interested in robots that look like
humans. There are some advantages to having human-like features, humans
naturally understand other humans from their physical movement. Having a robot
with some human-like physical movement - with eyes looking at places, positioning
your body to look. Humans understand that as having some meaning, and just
generally it makes them feel more comfortable about other robots.’

He points out that our environment, from door handles to cupboards, is
created for humans so having a human-type robot is easier to fit in. ‘But at the
same time, he argues, ‘obots are really tools, a technology. Their form should be
dictated by their function. A driverless car is a driverless car and that's a robot.
To some a washing machine is a robot. There are many autonomous intelligent
machines that can do things on their own. Some of them may end up looking like
humans but most of them won't.

The next step with Bob is extending the amount of time he can function. Other
STRANDS partners are working in the area of ‘care’, in a hospital in Vienna where
a robot is doing some work. ‘There is going to be a big industry building and
programming robots so we think our students need to be looking at that, says
Dr Hawes. So at the university they ‘teach robotics; we have a Robot Club where
students work on Bob and similar robots. We are really trying to get everyone, from
18 upwards, working on this technology because it is going to be huge.
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Part 5

Writing

ra

— Did she have _

— He got

— Bill's house is nearly

People think that robots are going to have a big effect on
some areas of our lives in the future.

- According to Dr Hawes, robots were limited because they

could not work for a long period of time.

There was little interest from newspapers and TV when
Bob the robot started working.

. A robot normally has no problems functioning in a place

where human beings live and work.

If a robot can function for a longer period of time, it can
learn new things it didn't understand before.

- Dr Hawes says that the majority of robots in the future will

look like human beings.

The next thing that needs to be done with Bob the robot is
to make him able to work for a longer period of time.

- Dr Hawes thinks that only a small team of experts should

work on this technology.

Use the words in brackets to rewrite the sentences.

1. 1f you make much money, you spend much. (more)

— The

2. Did the dressmaker shorten the skirt for her? (shortened)

?

— The

3. As this road gets busier, it becomes more and more dangerous. (busier)

4. He asked someone at the garage to repaint his car. (repainted)

5. Bill's house is very similar to his son's house. (same)
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