15 Past perfect (1 had done)

F:! Study this example situation:

Sarah and Paul went 1o the same party last week, but they
didn't see sach other. Paul |eft the party at 10.30 and Sarah
arrived at 11 o'dock

So when Sarah arnived at the party, Paul wasr'i thene,
He had gone home.
had gone i the past perfect:

lwe/they/you s detc) -
he/shefit (=he'detc) ﬁseneis“he ke

Thepast perfect (Smple) is had + past participle [gone/seen,/finished etc ).

Sometimes we talk about something that happened in the past:
] Sarah arrived at the party.

This is the starting paint of the story. Then, if we want to talk about things that happened before this time,

we use the past perfect (had ., };
| When Sarah arrived at the party, Paul had already gone home.

Some more examples:
When we got home |ast night, we found that somebody had broken into the flat.
| Karen didn't come to tha cinema with us, She’d alreacly seen the movie
| Atfirst | thought I'd done the right thing, butl soon realised that I'd made a big mistake.
The peaple sitting nest to me on the plane were nervous. They hadn’t flown before
or They'd never flown belore.

F:’ Campare present perfect (have seen etc] and past perfect (had seen etc):

Present perfect

st nowy

_ Whoisthat woman? 've seen her before,
but | can’t remember where
) Wearen't hungry, We've just had lunch.
| The house isdirty. They haven't cleaned
it for weeks,

Past perfect

past noW

| wasn't sure who she was. I'd seen her
befare, but | couldn't remember where.

1 Weweren't hungry. We'd just had lunch.
The housa was dirty. They hadn’t
cleaned it for weaks,

—! Compare past simple (left, was etc) and past perfect (had left, had been =ic):

Past simple

] A; Was Tom there when you arrived?
e: Yes, but he left soon afterwards.

_| Katewasn't at home when | phoned.
She was at her mother's house

Pasi perfect

) A Was Torn there when you arrived?
B: Mo, he’d already left.

Kate had just got home when | phoned.
She'd been at her mother's house.,




Exercises

m Read the situations and write sentences using the words in brackets.

1 There was a picture lying on the floor.

(it/ fall f off the wall) _. M had fallen off the wall.
2 The people sitting next to you on the plane were nervous. Itwas the:r firs.l ﬂ|ght

(They / not / fly / before) .. They hadn't flown before. T
3 You went back to your home town recently after many years. It wasn't the same as beinre
| 31 m grTe r ge  o  | E e r  n  EY
Somebody sang a song. You didn't know it
(1/ not /hear /it / before) |.. .
5 |invited Rachel to the party, bu[ 5hE cuuldn tcome

(She [ arrange / to do something el8e) ... ;
6 You went to the cinema last night. You go[ o Lhecmema Iate

(The film / already / start) . e S e e e e
" Lastyear we went 1o MExnca I: Was our hrs:_ tnme there.

(We / nat / be [ there [ before) We _ _
g | met Daniel last week. Itwas good t-o = him agam alter such a long time,
{1/ not /see [ him for five years) _......
| offered my friends something to eat, bu: they weren’ t hun gy;-;
(They [ just f have [ lunch) _._. . —— Fey
10 Sam played tennis yesterday. He wasn !very gnod at it because it was his first gamee\.rer

[He [ never [ play / before] _

j=

Use the sentences on the left to complete the paragraphs on the right. These sentences are in the
order in which they happened - so (a) happened before (b), (b) before (c) etc. Butyour paragraph
begins with the underlined sentence, so sometimes you need the past perfect.

1 (a) Somebody broke into the office during We arrived at work in the morning and found
the night. that. somebody khad. broken  inta the office
(b) Wearrnved at work in the morning. during the night. 50 __we called the police.
() We called the palice.

2 (&) Laurawent out this morning. | went te Laura’s house this morning and rang
(b) Lrang her doorbell, her doorbell, BUt o N0 aNSWeET.
(€) There wasno answer. e i NIRRT, o || £

3 (a) Joecame back from holiday a few I met Joe a few days ago. ... o jUSE

days ago. e O e AN hﬂitday
(b} Lmet him the same day. | o . e vETY Well,
(c) He looked very well.
i (a) Jamessent Amy lots of emails. Yesterday JAMes ....cawimmam— e
(B) She never replied to them. | oM AMY. e SUTPiSed.
(e) Yesterday he got a phone call from her S | i 4| =g 4 - 1| L8
(d) Hewas surprised. o T L T e O e
m FPut the verb into the correct form, past perfect (| had done) or past simple (! did).

1 Paul wasn't at the party when | arrived. .. He'd gove __(He / go) home.

2 | felt very tired when | 2ot HOME, 80 e [/ 80] Straight to bed.

3 The house was very quiet when | got home. Eve:ybudy. e .- 120} (o bed.

4 Marktravels alot. Whenlfirstmethim, ... . ... [he/already /travel)
round the world.

5 Sorry I'm late. The car ., Ty ..{break] down an my way here.

& We were driving along the road when ... e | VB [ SE@) @ caAr which ...

(break) down, so . . w92 [ StOp) to help.




