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(A) In Japan, young people come of age when they are 20,
This event is celebrated in most areas of Japan with a
special ceremony, called Seijin no Hi or Coming of Age.
On this important day in January, young people who
are from the same area and were all in the same school
year, go together to their local town hall, where the -
ceremony is held.

The day often starts early for the girls, because
they have to dress up for the ceremony. They wear
a traditional Japanese dress (or kimono). These are
extremely expensive, so most girls have to hire or
borrow one. Because the dress is very difficult to
put on, some girls go to a special place where other
wormen help them. They sometimes spend up to
three hours getting dressed and doing their hair
and make-up. Most boys wear suits, but some wear
a traditional Japanese kimono for men.

@ When they are ready, the young people are
photographed with their families. All the girls and boys
then go to the local town hall or government office,
where more photos are taken. In the hall, they listen
to long speeches and sometimes sing songs. They are
then given a special certificate or present from the local
government. The boys and girls, now men and women,
then go outside, where many more photos are taken.
Finally, they leave and go out to celebrate together.

Seijin ne Hi

A- Read the text and match the questions with the paragraphs. Write A, B, C in the boxes.
Then answer the questions

1- What is Seijin no Hi?

2- What happens during the ceremony?

3- How do the girls prepare for the ceremony?
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4- Do boys wear a Japanese kimono?

5- What happens at the end of the ceremony?

B- Are these sentences True or False? Write T or F next to the sentences

1- Seijin no Hi is a Japanese ceremony. .........
2- The ceremony takes place in December. .......
3- The ceremony is held in a school. .......

4- Only girls wear a kimono. ...........

5- They are taken a lot of photographs. ...........

C- Find in the text the opposite of these words

1-old -

2- different -
3- late -

4- cheap -
5- short -

6- inside -
7- men -



