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m — Learn the differences between the preterite and imperfect tenses. Then use
* both to narrate past events.

Preterite vs. Imperfect

Read the sentences below, paying attention to the highlighted verbs. The ones on the
left are in the imperfect tense and the ones on the right are in the preterite tense.

Imperfect Preterite
Carlos iba a Espana cada ano. El afo pasado Carlos fue a México.
(Carlos used to go to Spain every year:) (Last year, Carlos went to Mexico.)
Antes, la clase empezaba a la una. Ayer la clase empezé a la una.

(Before, class used to start at 8 o’clock.) (Yesterday, class started at 8 o’clock.)

Yo veia la television cuando mis amigos llegaron.
(I was watching TV when my friends arrived. )

Felipe hacia la tarea cuando su mamd lo llamé para comer.
(Felipe was doing homework when his mother called him to eat.)

EXPLANATION: Think about all actions as having a beginning. a middle, and an end.

* If you talk about the middle of a continuing action, you use the imperfect tense.
For example:

Last night. | was studying Spanish when the phone rang.
{Anoche, estudiaba espariol cuando el teléfono sond.)

I used to go to the park when I was young.

(Yo iba al parque cuando era joven.)

* If you talk about the beginning or the end of an action, you use the preterite tense.
For example:

Last night I studied Spanish.
(Anoche estudié espaiiol)

I went to the park at 3 o’clock.
(Fui al pargue a las tres.)
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Did YOI.I Get It? Préctica de gramatica

Level 2 pp. 209-210

Learn the differences between the preterite and imperfect tenses. Then use

Goal:
m both to narrate past events.

© Read the following sentences and decide whether the underlined verbs would be in
the preterite (P) or imperfect (1) tense.

N o o s w N

1.

In 1995 my family and I moved across the country.
When my dad got his new job, we became very rich.
Back then, my sister used to spend the summer with my aunt.

One summer, I went to Ireland with my family.

My grandfather used to visit us every afternoon in our new home.

Then. in 1996, my brother Joe was born.
I went to the hospital to see him the next day.

After that, Joe and I would spend every afternoon together.

© Choose the correct translation.

Ellos llegaron tarde a la fiesta.
a. They arrived to the party late.
b. They were arriving to the party late.

Usted iba de vacaciones a Peru.
a. You went on vacation to Peru.
b. You used to go on vacation to Peru.

Nosotros caminamos a la tienda con Elisa y Lupe.
a. We walked to the store with Elisa and Lupe.
b. We were walking to the store with Elisa and Lupe.

Yo hacia mi tarea en la tarde.
a. 1did my homework in the afternoon.
b. 1 used to do my homework in the afternoon.

Empezaba a llover cuando sali de la casa.
a. It started to rain when I was leaving the house.
b. It was starting to rain when I left the house.

Vefamos la television cuando los abuelos llegaron.
a. We watched TV when our grandparents arrived.
b. We were watching TV when our grandparents arrived.

Unidad 4, Leccidn 1
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© Preterite or Imperfect? Complete the e-mail by circling the appropriate verb.
Alberto:
Tengo que contarte algo importante. El fin de semana pasado, mis amigas
y yo 1. (fuimos / ibamos) a una fiesta. Yo 2. (estaba / estuve) muy
nerviosa porque la fiesta 3. (fue / era) en casa de mi peor enemiga, pero
todo 4. (fue/iba) muy bien. 6. (Llegidbamos / Llegamos) alli a las
cinco de la tarde y mi enemiga 6. (llevaba / llevd) un vestido horrible.
Mis amigas y yo 7. ( jugdbamos / jugamos) en el jardin un rato pero
después 8. (empezd / empezaba) a llover. Mdas tarde, 9. (llegd / llegaba)
el papd de mi amiga y nos 10. (regald / regalaba) recuerdos a todos. La
verdad es que 11. (fue /era) una tarde muy especial y mis amigas y yo
lo 12. (pasdbamos / pasamos) muy bien. Bueno, espero verte pronto.

Cristina

© Preterite or Imperfect? Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb.

1. Cuandoyo _ pequefia, mi mam4 tenfa muchas peliculas en casa. (ser)

2. A mi mamad sélo le ver peliculas de amor. (gustar)
3. Yo ver historias de principes y princesas. (preferir)

4. Un dia mi papa a casa con una pelicula de guerra. (llegar)

5. Mi hermano Julio contento. (estar)
6. Elsiempre ver peliculas de accion o de guerra. (querer)
7. Esanoche, Julio,papiyyo_ la pelicula. (ver)

© Use the words given to translate the following sentences.

1. Yesterday I ate French fries.  ayer / comer / papas fritas

2. Last year | went to Mexico. el afio pasado / ir / a Mexico.

3. When I was young, | used to ride my bicycle. cuando / ser/ joven / montar en

bicicleta

4. They were studying when the pizza arrived.  estudiar / cuando / la piz

za /[ llegar

5. When we lived in Boston, we used to go to the park every day.
cuando / vivir / en Boston / ir / al parque / todos los dias

jAvancemos! 2
Unit Resource Book
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Nombre Clase Fecha
- Level 2 p. 209
ZHéRecuerdas?
Daily Activities
= * Study the list of daily activities below.
§ alquilar un DVD (1o rent a DVD) beber (to drink)
- comprar (to buy) comer (to eat)
E correr (1o run) estudiar espanol (1o study Spanish)
i‘i' descansar (o rest) dibujar (1o draw)
=2 escuchar muisica (to listen to music) trabajar (1o work)

leer un libro (1o read a book)
montar en bicicleta (to ride a bike) pasear (fo rake a walk)
tocar la guitarra (1o play guitar)

escribir correos electrénicos (to write e-mails)

hablar por teléfono (1o ralk on the phone)  hacer la tarea (1o do homework)
mirar la television (1o watch TV)

practicar deportes (to practice sports) jugar al fatbol (10 play soccer)

Practica
Complete the following sentences to state some of the things you did habitually last
year. Remember that habitual actions take the imperfect tense.

1. Todos los dias, después de clase,

2. Los sdbados por la mafana,

3. Los domingos, a mi familia y a mi nos gustaba

4. Algunas veces, cuando hacia buen tiempo,

5. Cuando hacia mal tiempo, no me gustaba

6. Cuando no tenfamos tarea, a mis amigos y a mi

7. Cuando lovia,

8. En mi tiempo libre, yo siempre

Unidad 4, Leccidn 1
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