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' e First World War ¢

glso known as the Great War,
tries and killed more people
that had ever been fought

d it all stare?

s. Britain, France and
' on one side, with
(called the Central
situation became very
tart between any two rival
would probably join in.

 backed up by Germany,
gsia stepped in to help

Allies and the

were at war

The Western Front

German soldiers moved

quickly mto northem France,

but they were soen stopped by

the Allies. The two sides faced 3

each other along a line known as the

Western Front Both sides dug deep ditches,

or trenches, to defend themselves. After this,
neither side was able to advance very far, and the

war dragged on for four years.

Soldiers lived in the trenches for weeks at a time.
During a battle, they climbed out of the trench and
charged at the enemy across an area known as

No Man's Land. Millions of men died in these
terrible battles that sometimes lasted for months.
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soldiers in a wrench on
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Th'e War_ Spreatis
Other countries soon became involved in

* the war. Turkey and Bulgaria joined the
‘Central Powers, while Italy, Greece and
Portugal supported the Allies. The two sides
also fought in Africa and the Middle East,
where Britain, Germany and other European
countries had colonies.

Ships and submarines  The war ends

Both sides tried to stop their enemies from By March 1918, the Russians were t:d:ausmd -
getting food and rawmatenalsmmake RN e the war, andﬂmeyma&epzacemth eT
weapons. German submannﬁ, called : %

Important dates

June 1514 Archduke Franz
Ferdinand is murdered.
July 1914 Austria-Hungary
declares war on Serbia.
$op 1914 The Germans are
stopped by the Allies at
| the Battle of the Mame.
Jul-Nev 1916 Owver a million soldiers
die at the Baule of
the Somme, in France.
April 1917 The USA joins the war.
March 1918 Russia makes peace
with Germany.
B Nov 11, 1918 The war ends.
1919 League of Nations formed.
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