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THIRD CULTURE KIDS

A crisis of identity = "Who am 177

A life filled with high mobility = TCKs
knowr an airport better than mose peaple.
They adapt quickly 1o unfamiliar conmnviries
and penple.

They converse well with adulis.

They are culturally astuie, cross-cultanraliy
enriched, and less prejudiced.

They have difhiculty with commioment 1o
people, places, schools, or schonl sysiems
as these constantly change,

They are educational achievers = a high
perceniage will attend university and
olvain advanced degrees.

Thiey estahlish relationships quickly — they
cut through many of the inital levels of
diffidence when forming relationships.
They are excellent observers of other
peecrle,

They feel different from nthers, which is
difficult in forming peer relationships.
They live mnre in the present, mare for
the moment.

Lavss of relationships, loss of community or
schonl i equal o a Inss of thelr world.
They make greai culiure bridges - they
have multiple frames of reference.

Thev are more mature in their soclal skills.
They are more welcoming of newooimers
into a communiny.,

TCKs often become oo abservant and
sensitive.

They are palitically astue = TCKs 1end 1o
read the newspaper and watch the news
mare often than other children,
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A feeling of powerlessness that they have
no contral over events and thar these are
nften taken nut of their hands anyway hy
the inevitahility of the mowve.

They prefer 1o sodalize with other TCKs
as they enter adulthond and often becnme
expatriates themselves.

A privileged lifestyle — their socio-
econymic lifestyle tends to be at a

higher standard due 1o the advaniages

of relncations or the expatriate status
offered by some companies (for example
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memberships, and momey).

They have prohlems with decision-
making.

Raotlessness and restlessness can be a
problem.

They speak more than one langnage —
often they speak three or four. Enghsh
may he one language they Tunction in, bat
they can think and feel in several.

The elusive onncept: *“Where is home?*
The frequent necessity of changing
countries and homes,

The sense of belonging everywhere and
nowwhere.

They are great debaters. They are often
aware of the hackpground of politeal
decisions and implications for the prople
concerned.

Travelling is a way of life - many holidays
are taken ouiside the home country.

An uneertain culrural identire.

When returning o their ‘passport’

couniry, they are misundersiond by their
fellowr conntrymen.






