Reading Comprehension practice — B1 level

Zoos are hugely popular attractions for adults and children

alike. But are they actually a good thing?
Critics of zoos would argue that animals often suffer physically and mentally
by being enclosed. Bven the best artificial environments can't come elose to
mateching the space, Atversity, and freedom that animals have Ln thelr natural
habitats. This deprivation causes many zoo animals to become stressed or
mentally ill. capturing animals in the wild also causes much suffering by
splitting up fawdilies. Some zoos
mare antmals behave
wnanaturally: for example, marine
parks oftem force dolphinsg and
whales to perform tricks. These
mammals may die decades earlier thaw their wild velatives, and some even try

to comamilt suieide.

Own the other hand, iﬂ@ oringing people and animals tooether, zoos have the
potential to educate the public about conservation
tssues and Lnspire people to protect animals and
thelr habitats. Sowme zoos provide a safe
environment for animals which have been
mistreated Ln circuses, or pets which have been
abandoned. Zoos also carry out important
research bnto subjects like antmal behaviour and

how to treat Lllnesses.

owe of the wmost Lmportant modern functions of zoos Is supporting
international breeding programmes, particularly for endangered species. n
the wild, some of the ravest species have difficulty in finding mates and
breeding, and they might also be threatened by poachers, Loss of thelr habitat
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and predators. A good zoo will enable these species to live and breed bn a secure
enwvironment. n addition, as numbers of some wild species drop, there is an
Lnerensed danger of populations becoming too genetically similar. Breeding
programmes provide a safequard: zoo-bred animals can be released into the
wild to increase genetic diversity.

However, opponents of zoos say that the vast ma_joritg of captive breeding

programmes do not release animals back into the wild. Surplus animals are
sold wot only to other Zoos but also to clreuses or hunting ranches tn the LS or
South Africa, where some people ave willing to pay a Lot of money for the chance
to RILL an animal in a fenced enclosure. Often, these animals arve familiar with
humans and have very Little chance of escaping.

So, arve zoos good for anlmals or wot? Perhaps it all depends o how well
ndividual zoos are managed, and the benefits of Zoos can surely outweigh
thelr hanmful effects. However, it is understandable that many people believe

Lm‘pris.ewi,wg animale {or anyY reason 18 SLLMPLU wrong.

AVE the sentences true or false?

1. Moderin Zoos can .:JH&Y animale o Livlmg environment that is as good as their

matural habitats.

True False

2. one of the reasons zoo animals becowme distressed is because they are
separated from their families.

True False
=, Dotphiws and whales usuﬁLLH Live Lonaer L Zoos thaw bin the wild,

True False
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4. People who have visited zoos are more Likely to support antmal consen/ation
and protection.

True False

5. Zoos protect anmals from belng used for scientific research.

True False

&. Endangered animals Rept in zoos are Less Likely to meet a mate ana breed.
True False

#. ln their natwral habitats, aniwmals suffer problems related to human

activity.

True False

8. Endangered species often lack genetic diversity in their population.
True False

9. Zoos promote genetic diversity by breeding antmals and thew releasing
thew back tnto the wild.

True False

10. If zoos have more animals thaw they can Look after, they always give them

to another Zoo or release theme back Linto the wild.

True False

11. Anlmals that have beew bred Ln c.ﬁptLvL-tH guickly adapt to Life in hunting
) ot

ranches.

True Folse
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