Robert lived in a flat in a tall grey building in the middle of a big
city. When he looked out of his window, he could only see more

tall grey buildings and lots of roads and noisy traffic. Sometimes,
this made Robert feel sad. He liked watching television programmes
about climbing mountains and going to places where there were
waterfalls, lakes and beautiful beaches. He loved reading stories
about ships that sailed across the sea and about people who lived on
strange islands or in other exciting places.

‘Why must we live here in the city?” he asked his mother.

‘Because my job at the busy hospital is here, Robert. But perhaps we
can have a nice holiday in the countryside next summer. Would you
like that?

‘Oh. yes!” Robert laughed.

That night, when Robert went to bed he thought about going

on holiday. But then he remembered something. Last year, his
mother said the same thing, but they didn't go to the countryside.
They spent the summer at home in the city because they didn't
have enough money to buy train tickets or stay in a hotel in the

@ countryside.
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On the school bus the next morning, Robert looked through the
window and saw a boat on the river in the middle of the city.
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‘I'd like to go on a boat or on a big ship one day,' he thought. Then
he saw a train on a bridge near the city station. ‘T'd like to go on a
fast train one day,' he thought. Then he looked up into the sky and
saw a plane. 'T'd like to go on a plane one day too. I'd like to look
out of its windows at the countryside below,” he thought.

When school finished, Robert didn't want to go home by bus. He
decided to walk. He walked past the shoe factory, the chemist’s and
then past the police station at the battom of the hill. Then he walked
past the supermarket and the bread shop. But then he started to feel
tired, so he sat down for a minute on a wall outside the post office.

Then a strange thing happened. A big black and white bird flew
down from the sky. It had an envelope in its beak. It dropped the
envelope on Robert's foot and then flew away again. Robert picked
the letter up. On the envelope, it said 'Read me. So Robert did!
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Robert opened the envelope. There was a piece of blue paper inside
with same writing on it. Robert read it carefully,

If you find me, go and look
in your biggest, oldest book.'

Robert couldn’'t understand the
message but he put the piece of
paper in his pocket,

When he got home he sat down
and looked at the message again.

* “In your biggest, oldest book”/’
he thought. "‘What does that

mean?

Robert decided to try something.
He got a chair from the kitchen
and carried it into the living
room. Then he put the chair in
front of the bookcase and stood on it. The biggest and oldest book
was at the top of the bookcase. Robert took it down from the shelf.

It was very heawy.

Robert opened it and a thin
envelope fell out. Inside the
envelope was a little book. Its
pages were yellow because they
were 50 old, and they had lots
of numbers on them. He jumped
down and ran back into the
kitchen to show the little book
to his mother.

‘What's this?' he asked her.
His mother took the book and
Dpened it.

It’s the kind of book that banks gave people a long time ago,’ she
said. ‘This person had lots of money in the bank. And look! There's a
name on the front. It says “Helen Bird". I don’t believe it! That was

my grandmother's name! I'll go to the bank tomorrow and show this
to Mr Flag.'
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When Robert's mother gave the old book to Mr Flag the next day,
he looked at it very carefully, picked up his telephone and spoke to
someone in an excited kind of way. Then he put the telephone down
again. He had a big smile on his face,

‘Well" he said, ‘you must thank your son for finding this little book.
Your grandmother left all this money in our bank for you a leng time
aga, but we didn't know that until now. What are you going to buy
with it?

Robert's mother smiled. ‘Something that Robert wants very much.

When Robert came home from school later that afternoon, he found
a higger envelape on the kitchen table. ‘Open it!" his mother said.

Inside the envelope were two plane tickets and two train tickets and
two boat tickets!

‘Robert, Mr Flag at the bank says we've got enough money now.
We're geing to have a wonderful holiday'

‘Because o_f your grundmuther's little book? Robert asked.

‘Yes,' his mother said.

Robert looked out of the window at the sku. He couldn't see the big
black and white bird high in the clouds, but he knew the bird was
there.

‘And because clj the
big black and white
hird!" Rabert smiled.

‘What do you mean?”’
his mather asked.

‘That's my secret!’
Robert said.
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and the three envel ope
S

© Robert

@ New words for you!

Draw lines between your new words and the pictures.

building
beak
ship
Mmessage

middle

@ Can you remember?

Answer the questions. Use 1, 2 or 3 words.

Example: Where does Robert live? dnaflaf
1 Did Robert go on holiday last year!? L s S
1 What dropped a letter on Robert’s foot! e
3 Did Robert find the old book at home or

in the street?

4 ‘Was Robert’s mother happy, angry or sad
about the book! e
5 Can Robert and his mother go on a holiday

now!  asesssessssssesanisasniasis

@ What happened next?
Put the pictures in the right order. Write 2-5 in the boxes.
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Robert’s home in the city

Complete the sentences. Write 2 words.

Example: Robert’s flat was in the middle of a .oigeity
1 Robert could see lots of ...........cueen.e... from his window.

2 Robert enjoyed reading about ships and people who lived in

FEABEISEESEERN AN AN §

3 Robert’s mother worked at @ ......cevnininiennns ik the City
Robert wanted to have @ ........eniemiinn in the countryside
next summer.
5 Robert and his mother couldn't stay in a hotel last year because they

didn't HaVe (iassinensinsssssnessi s

@ Opposites!

Find words on page 20 that have opposite meanings to these.

Example: small ......24......
1 BOrNg ..o — 1 ugly...... A 3 QUIBE .cvrprersenemerss
8 HOPPY erarannsissana L | —— =

@ I'd like to ...

Read this part of the story.

k|
Td like to go on a boat or on a big ship cne

day," he thought. Then he saw a train on a
bridge near the city station. ‘I'd like to go on
a fast train one day,’ he thought. Then he
looked up into the sky and saw a plane. T'd
like to go on a plane one day too’

% 4

Which 3 things would you like to do one day?
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@ Find the differences.

Look at the picture
on page 21 and

at this picture.

Find é differences.

Another story!

Choose a word for each space.

Katy sat down for a minute on a ..ghair  outside the

(1) .....ccevvvuuee... . Then a strange thing happened. A small brown
and white (2) .................. ran down the hill. It had a box in its
(3) - ovcsssrsnnsnnss B QM) coassicisiseniess the box on Katy's foot and
then ran away again. Katy picked the box up. On the box, it said
7., PN me’. So Katy did"
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@ Robert’s rucksack
Choose 8 things for Robert.

L
- wEE HEE .
L
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@ Robert’s holiday postcard!

Choose the right word. Write it on the line.

Hi!

We're having @ _greal  dme!'Thefood ~ great greater
here is MUEH cesrsereneses than we have at nice nicer
home! We ‘re staying in a hotel next to

the oonveeeeennnen. waterfall in the world. The high  higher
WOLEE'S VEIY avsescsenrens: | VW WENL 1O the loud  louder
bottom of the waterfall in @ wewmnes boat small smaller
yesterday. Everyone laughed because we

GO SO .cvvranraniare o | think the people here wet wetter
QFE ... oacsessensees than in London. The friendly friendlier
WEGLhEF'S <oeveieensenss than at home too! sunny  sunnier

Ll tem

I'd like to live here! See you soon! Robert

greaftest
nicest

highest
loudest
smallest

wettest

friendliest
sunniest
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