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EJ workin pairs and discuss the questions.

M 10w 10

1 What makes it easy or dificult 1o meet people where you live?
2 What would be the best way for someone who 15 néw
meet peopile and make friends?
3 Have you heard of speed dating? What would it be like in a
professional situation?

Onlme dating: the way to ﬂnd Mr or Mrs Right?

Mol Repcrar

In lenn 1965, Pater Lake filad ouf o survey tho! changed
the course ol his life. He signad up 1o Opanaton Malch,

a computer dating senvice, It was such a good deal

you couldn't fum it down, Lake says. For three dollars

they would guarantes o mateh you with al lsast thrae
compatible paapls or thay would give yoi your maney
back! But thare was more 1o Loke's decision than the lact
hat it made good economic sense. Although he had met
lots of girls cluring his first semester of college, he just hodn't
clickad with any of them. He mailled 1he survey back ond
was matched with @ dozen women. With 1he axception

of ona whao lived oo far away, he mel all of them. The
eleventh wos a student ot Wellesiey Colloge. She and |
lalkad on the phone and then we met for coffoe and | just
fell in love with her nght there and then. We storted dating
immadiotely and matriad a yeor late Computer daling
was simple way back hen

Fast forward almost fitty years and it has groduated from
paperbosed surveys directed af lonaly students to bacoma
a muit-bilien dollar glabal industry, genaraling Income
from bath subscriptions and advertising. While many dating
sites Qliow thelr subscribars to freely roam fhrough lists of
potential motes, niche services promise ta match you with
that spacial somecne.The punch cord technology fhat
united Pater Lake with his future wife has been replaced by
patented online persanality teshs, devised by psychologists
and anthropologlsts. One sile, for example, uses @
quasfiennaire with more than 400 irems - cut back o 100

if you're using the mobile app - supposedly dasignad ta
mateh clients With tha man of woman of thelf dreoms. Bul
can hey?

The dating service elaim fhat their product is backed up
by rigorous research into the characianstics of couples

In sommittad, long-term relationships and thal they hovae
mangged to (dentify the shared personality chorocterishios
and volues that best predict successiul matches. Not
averyone s sold on the sclence, however. in a recen! issue
of a major psychology joumal, psycholagists sought fo
paiur cold water on he sclentific claims of this and other
sienilar sites, noting thal none have ever subjecied thelr
algorithms - their secret sauce that matches couples = fo
pear sciutiny.

In fact, o sslachion blos’ - o slalishical bias that occurs when
yout somple population is different from the norm - may be
at work. People using matching sites are, affer all, diffarent
fram the average Joe or Jiil, For siariers, thay'm likely to
have a highat disposable iIncome and. given thot they sit

through a 400-question surviy, more highly motivated than
tha aveage daler. In my opinion, the cloimed success

of matching sites may have more to do with narowing

the poo! of eligible daters than psychological fests or
computar scienco,

Associate Professor of Psychology Poul Eostwick says that
another problem is thot the sites cloim fo do much more
than weed out Mr or Ms Wiong. They promise 1o find you
someone who is especially compatibie with you - your soul
mate. That's a vafy diffement promise thal they cannol fulfil!
says Eostwick. He atues, lor example, thot there may be:

a placebo effect at work. Just os placebos work becouse
of the oura of aulhority arcund the person prascribing the
‘drug’, rather than its inherent madicinal vailue, 30 oniing
matching seivicas may work because the couple belleve
thedr coupling has boen validated by relationship axperis
using complex compuler science.

But con the digital Cupids guorantoe kving happily ovor
afler? Peter Lake ond his wile, two of computer matching's
firs! succoeds stodes, divorced afier eleven years of marage,
Lake hos miumed fo computer dofing but the barier fo
finciing frue love has lumed oul fo be more geogrophical
than technolagioal. 1 mai a really nice dentist bu! sha ived
oo far away. soys Loka, Eviantuolly, | reaiised unipss thay ive
down the streot, I'm eally not interested’ He nes abondoned
algorthmr-ossisied online dating in favour of online chat
reoms and forums. Now. if | want to meet somabody, | just
go oniling, find tham and chal them up. Malching soffwora. it
sgams, i no motch for o good chol up lina.
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Listening Practice

© 07 You will hear three different extracts. For
questions 1-6, choose the answer (A, B or C)
which fits best according to what you hear. There
are two questions for each extract.
Extract 1
You hear two friends discussing a ook about introverns.

1 How did the book make the man feel?
A unsure what makes him an introvert
B positive aboul his personality
C relieved that his behaviour is normal

The speakers agree that the book

A contained too much detailed research,

B was written in an acadernic style.

C presented an unbalanced argument,

Extract 2

You hear two friends discussing online friendships.

What do the speakers agree about the way people
use social networking sites?

A Too much personal information is provided.
B People aren't hanest enough.
C There is very little privacy.

What is the man's attitude to his online
friendships?

A He is irritated by online friends’ lack
of sensitivity.
B He is concermed that he still maimains
online relationships.
C He is worried about losing online friendships.
Extract 3

You hear part of a discussion with two people
who decided to stay offline for a month.

How did the woman feel after the first
week offiine?

A content to be able to focus on other things

B disturbed by the isolation

C used to the lack of contact

Why would the man recommend the experience?
A It changed his attitude to online friendships.

B It made him realise that he was addicted to
the Internet.

C It helped him to have self-discipline.




Vocabulary review:

Read and complete using the following Fixed Phrases:

Not for love nor money — bring into line with — lay sb

low — by and large — improved by leaps and bounds —
make light of — be lost on sb — draw the line -

1) My British accent has these
months.

2) The irony of the situation on Audrey.

3) | think the emphasis should be on
training new people.

4) The car accident __ him for a couple of
months.

5)I'll do whatever you ask me to do, but |
if you ask me to lie for you.
6) The CEO was persuaded to

the latest European standards.

7) My husband used to the
fact that we didn’t want to spend time together.
8) would | try snorkelling.
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Writing task:

‘You must answer this question. Write your answer in 140-190 words in an
appropriate style.

.People are using_a lot of gnlin‘
language translation apps. Do the
benefits of this outweigh the
disadvantages?




Use of English:

n Complete the second sentence so that it
has a similar meaning to the first sentence,
using the word given. Do not change the
word given. You must use between three
and six words, including the word given.

1 Whatever she wears, she always
manages to look amazing. MATTER

| R e A .. she wears, she always manages to
look amazing.

2 However hard | try, | always seem to
forget Charlie’s birthday. DIFFERENCE
It RAMd | try, | always seem to forget
Charlies birthday.

3 I made sure to take my umbrella as |
had heard it was going to rain. HAVING
| made sure to take my umbrella _ .. o
to rain. it

4 | bought you some of those Belgian chocolates
because | know how much you like them. HOW

Knowing ... .............. | bought you some of
those Belgan chocolates.
§ She seems to Lake offence
whatever you say. REGARDLESS
She seems 1o take offence ... . yousay
6 | always make sure | have a good relationship
with my neighbours irmespective of
where | happen 1o be living. WHEREVER

| always make sure | have a good relationship with
myneighbours ___________ 10 be living.
7 Whatever we have for supper will be

fine wath me, MIND
... have for supper.

8 Youw can come around whenever
yous like WOULD
Anytime _________Isfine with us.

Once you've finished, you should send your answers to this
email address: apuntesimport@gmail.com

What do you want to do?

R

Check my answers Email my answers to my teacher




