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READING PASSAGE

~ ich are bas
Yi hould spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13, whic ed op
ou s ol )

Reading Passage below.

The Impact of Global Urbanisation:
The Costs and Benefits

Urbanisation, which can refer to either the process by which rural communities grow into citias

or the migration of people from rural to urban areas, has its roots in ancient human histor,
Historians widely agree that urbanisation first occurred in ancient Mesopotamia, begmﬂ;p;
with the first true city of Uruk around 4500 B.C., and then continuing with the establishmen

of Ur around 3800 B.C.

But this phenomenon is usually associated more with modern times. In Europe, a mucn
broader and more extensive urbanisation occurred in the 19th century as a result of the
Industrial Revolution. In England, the urban population increased from 17 per centin 1801 1
an astonishing 72 per cent in 1891, primarily congregating in the cities of London, Manchester
Newcastle, and Birmingham, where factories offered promising jobs to impoverished peasants
traditionally dependent on subsistence agriculture. Life in the cities, with its abundant work,

entertainment, and social services, seemed like a far more promising alternative to the toll of
farm life.

And that lure has continued. In 2008, the world's urban population exceeded its rural popuiation
for the first time. But contemporary instances of urbanisation are not relegated to industrialised
countries, as was the case prior to the 1950s. Since then, urbanisation has primarily occurrec
in less developed regions, and it is estimated that by 2030 virtually all developing regions w!
have more people living in urban environments than in rural areas. There are several reasons
for this. One is the lack of resources in rural areas to accommodate an ever-expanding globdl
population. The second is the lure of employment opportunities that people associate wit"
cities. The third is the desire for higher quality health care and education than what most ru@
communities are able to provide.

However, it's important to keep in mind that while this shift in demographics promises ma"

opportunities, it's not without its challenges. Often, the job market cannot keep up with the pacé
of urban growth. This means that many of the poor who migrate to cities will find themse!ves
relocated without improving their economic situations. And without the family and communty
support that is often present in people's hometowns, urban migrants can find!t’hemsewes oven

worse off than they were back home. This i
- This in part explains in
our cities today. plains the prevalence of urban slums

Another disturbing aspect of modern urbanisation is the high rate of certain types of crime tha!
plagues many maijor cities. Decker, Sichor, and O'Brien (1982) conducted : detailed study
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of how population density affects crime and foun
, d that'there is a di i
urbanisation and crimes such as robbery and WiSeemnih 'aca irect correlation between
. e
discovered that vehicle theft occurred at a much higher rate in urb

-to-face contact. They also

e _ an areas than in rural areas
~ a finding that is surprising because per capita car ownership is considerably less in cities

than in less populated areas, which tend to be car dependent and without public transportation
The problem of crime in urban areas is particularly dire in times of social unrest, such as..
during the politically volatile years of the late 1960s in the United States, and law enf::)rcement
agencies are searching for answers about how to tackle the rampant crime in American cities.
Despite increases in the number of law enforcement officers patrolling Chicago's streets, the
total number of murders there has risen dramatically in recent years.

But perhaps most pressing on the minds of both city inhabitants and city planners is how to
best feed these massive numbers of people. Although the past century has seen dramatic
advances in agricultural efficiency and productivity, hundreds of thousands of city dwellers
continue to suffer from undernutrition. This issue is not directly related to agricultural production
itself, which is more than capable of meeting world demand; rather, it is a combination of lack
of access to foodstuffs — e.g. due to poverty — and the growing propensity to substitute whole
foods with packaged and processed foods (de Haen, 2003), which has been blamed for the
epidemic of obesity and its health-related problems in many cities.

Moreover, with cities’ greater dependence on supermarkets, the economics of food logistics
is far more cost effective for retailers to streamiine
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promotes fewer agricultural sources, as it
their supply chains. This has led to a much heavier reliance on imported goods — a trend
that has resulted in the elimination of many small local farms. One solution being tried out in

numerous cities in North America and Europe s the transplantation of rural farms to urban
gardens and greenhouses. This allows for locally grown produce, which might be attractive to
many consumers. Some large-scale urban farming initiatives are already underway and thus

far have shown promising results.
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Questions 1-9

; : i i age?
Do the following statements agree with the information given In Reading Passag

Write
TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information

NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

=k

England’s 19th century urban population boom was focused on four cities.

2 Anincrease in urban migration has led to severe housing shortages in cities.

3 Many migrants do not see any improvement in their economic circumstances.

4  Alack of family support in cities can lead people to crime.

5  Social instability causes an increase in criminal activity in cities.

&  Increasing the presence of Chicago police decreased the murder rate.

7 Poverty causes people to restrict their diet since they are unable to afford fresh vegetables.
8

The availability of factory produced foods is causing obesity to decline.

9  Urban farms have the potential to make local produce more appealing
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Questions 10 and 11

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

10 In the second paragraph, the writer makes a point that

A the failure of agriculture forced people to move to cities.
B urbanisation allowed for new industrial practices.

C industrialisation can have a beneficial effect on urban life.

D  urbanisation is widely considered a modern trend.

11 According to the writer, a greater dependence on supermarkets

A resulted in the closure of many small grocers in urban areas.
B led to stiff opposition from advocates of urban agriculture.

C caused the development of more diverse supply chains.
D

brought about a stronger need for goods from other countries.

Questions 12 and 13
Complete the sentences below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.
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12 Inthe last 60 years, urbanisation has mainly happened in less than

in wealthy countries.

13 A crime that occurs far more in cities than in rural areas is theft.
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CHAPTER 02 T/F/NG (True/False/Not Giva

CALIVEWORKSHEETS



