READING

A Read the article. What is it about? Check (#) the correct answer.

[:i Students in the Netherlands

A Goal Accomplished

When he was 16, Dutch engineering
student Boyan Slat was on vacation in
all the garbage that gets washed up on
beaches. The oceans around the world are
full of plastic — millions of tons of plastic.
Unfortunately, plastic doesn’t just disappear.
It takes centuries to break down. Slat wanted
to do something to change all that. So he
made it a personal goal to clean up the
garbage in the world's oceans.

Slat started with an idea for an extraordinary
machine to “catch* the plastic floating in the
water using the natural energy of the ocean.
He left school in 2013 to begin work on his
prqect,jnﬁ_{ch he called The Ocean Cleanup.
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D People who care about the environment

[T] College students who want to be inventors

[”] People on vacation who hate garbage

C Read the article and answer the questions.

Why did Slat leave school?
What is the problem with plastic?
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[_—_! An important invention

Slat needed money for this, so

How did Slat get the money for his project?

D Vacations near the ocean

A year later, he was
leading a team of 100
scientists and engineers
working on the invention.

he started asking people to donate to his
project online and raised over $2 million!
Soon after, Slat was named a “Champion
of the Earth” by the United Nations. It's
the most important title the UN gives
to people helping the environment. The
Ocean Cleanup also won several awards for
having one of the best inventions of 2015.
But the dream goes on for Boyan Slat. He
hopes that the oceans will be freenfp!ashc
in about twenty or thirty years. !

Who do you think this article was written for? Choose (/) the correct answer.

Where was Boyan Slat when he had his big idea?

When does Slat hope the oceans will be clean?

D GROUP WORK Have you had a personal goal that you achieved? Or do you know
someone who achieved an amazing personal goal? What was the goal?
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