Past continuous (Il was doing)

—; Sty this mampla siuation

Yestorday Karen and Joe played e, They staned at
10 o'clock and finkshed at 11,30,
5o, #f 10.30 they were playing t2onis
thery were E"
they were in the maddleof plagng, thayhad ot reshed
VeBs T + -ing 1 the st continuous

hefshe/it was  playing

doing
wefyouthey  were  warking cte

|'was dotng something = Iwas in the middie of doing it a1 2 certain ime. The action o situation starad
loefore this time, but had not finkshed:

| started daing | was daing I finished daing

v - L - '

past past e
This time lnst years | was living in Hong Kong,

Wit weere you doing at 10 o'clock st night?

Fwinecad 10 Heden, but she wasn't looking.

Compare | was dolng (s tontéuons) and | did (oot sk

| was dolng = in the middle of an action | did (= complete sction)
Wewen: walking home when | met e wealioed home atier the party last
Dan. (i themiddieof walling home) night (= all the way, complataby]
Hae wias watching vwden we Kate watched T & o0 when shewas il
armed, lash year,

You can say that something happened (past smpde) in the middle of something e5s2 ipast continuous)y:
Mett phoned while we were having dnoer
I was raining whon | gat un
| sawe you In the park vesienday. You wene sitting on the grass and reading a book,
1 haart my back while | was working (0 the ganden,

BT s U Cast SImpHe o say that one thing happened ofter ancther:
1 was walking slong the road when | saw Dan. 5o | stopped, and we talled for o while.

Compane;
wien Raren amived, we were having. When Karen amived, we had dinner.
dinner. {=we had already staned before {=Karon amved, and thenwe had
she amvad) dirimec)

Some vertss (forexample, Kivow and want) are not iomially uked in continuous fonms (s + -ing,
was ¢ -ingetc). Sea Unit dAfor a list of these vers.
Wewene pood friends. We knvew each otnerwel [nol wewaere knowing|
Twas enjoyinig the pany, but Chriswanbed to go home. [nofwas wanting)
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Exercises

m Complete the sentences. Choose from:

was looking WAL WERMRE wasn't listening weren't looking
Was SNowWing was working e sitting were you going
Today Helen isweanng askrt, Yestenday dhve _WAS wWeARI | trousers.
L "hat did he sayT Tl don’t know, |
! We o thir back of th thaaere. Wis couldn't bisar veny wl|
This i last year Steve anafarm
They dudnisee me. Thay In ey dirgetion
Thie wobther wiss Lad, 1t was very cobd aod it
11 saw you in your car, Where 1
L1 saw Hate 3 few minutes ago. She for you

|50 which goes with which?

When | got to the cale

Wee fell asleep

Ay earmit Ralian

Taor dicdn® corme cat with us

The car began 1o make a strange nolse
The TV was.on

When | first met Jessica

1 wihem she was Hying in Reme
3 sha ewas working in o clothes shop.

when | was drieing home.

I bk nobody was watching it

whilewe wene waiching a film
vy riends were waiting for me,

: because bewasn'l feo;mnmz.ﬂ

m Put the verb inta the correct form, past continugus or past simple.

IS0t eoa) Sue in bown yestendany. but I cyclel home yesterday
she [roffsee) me wien a man (stup) out into the
She 0000 0 0 (looltheciherway. | roadin flonicl me
L [godquitefast bt luckily
Ve {FiBNAEE] 0 0O i lrTee,
and | et Mit] him
m Put the verb into the correct form, past continucus or past simple.
Jonny _wad washng  (waith for mewhen | _seveeed  jarrive],
What (o f choh at thes tiree yesterday™ I was asleen!
y [you f goj out |ast might’ e, | was too tied
Howfast yodi[drive) when the aceident Ihappen)?
s Sam — lrake) & picture of mewhile | [t f look)
i Wewere inavery difficult position. We (ot knowl what to do. 50 we:
— (do}nothing
| haven't seen Alan for ages. When | last fxee) him, he
{try) ho find a jols

| —— T ] JLonlﬂ'w streot whon suddenly |

sompthing behind me  Somebody

{SENTF Ry usny,
+ Witen | was yourg, |
(ehangs) rmiy mind
I Last night!
Fartunately |

=+ fdditional sxercise 1 (o

[dfop) a plate when |
{not f break)

[wrant] to be o piiot. Liber 1

thaar]

halicw) M | wat Bcared and |

[dal the washing up
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