A poor woodman one day was cutting a tree on the bank of a river.
By chance, his iron axe slipped from his hand, fell into the water and
sank immediately. The woodman sat down and began to cry about
his loss. The god who lived in the river, feeling worry for him, dived to
the bottom and brought up a golden axe. But the honest woodman
said that it was not his. The river-god dived in again, and this time,
brought up a silver axe: but again, the woodman refused to take it.

After a third dive into the water, the river-god brought up the iron
axe. “That is mine,” cried the woodman, in great delight. The river-
god was so pleased with the truthful way in which the man had
behaved that he gave him the gold and silver axes also. The
woodman went home to his cottage rejoicing.
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