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and prepares to leave. Just before leaving, he turns and asks,

“Where else can | go?”

This really happened in Sweden in Z2013. While the idea of a
bank without cash may seem shocking to some, Swedish people
would find it surprising that this outdated man tried to rob a bank at all.
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In Sweden, only half of all banks deal with cash. Moreover,
even if the robber (succeed) in getting a great deal
of cash, he would {(have) trouble spending it because

many places no longer accept cash.
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Toward a Cash-Free Society

People in Sweden now need to use a d___ card. a credit
card, or a payment app instead of cash. Cards and apps are
(buy) snacks on

used for everything in Sweden, including

the street and (give) small donations to charity. As a

result, fewer and fewer people are carrying any cash at all. In
2015, cash transactions accounted for barely 20% of all
payments made in Sweden.
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In fact, (carry) around too much cash or (try) to

use it too often raises suspicions.
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If the cash-free life in Sweden sounds (strange/strangely), try
to remember when you last (pay) for the bus or the subway

with cash. The shift toward cash-free t is a global
trend. From Western Europe and North America to Southeast
Asia and Africa, noncash transactions are growing much faster
than cash transactions. In countries with a d economy
such as Russia, China, and India, non-cash transactions increased
by 20 — 40% between 2011 and 2015, while cash transactions
* while2] %=7:

grew only about 10%. In d nations such as Sweden,
Belgium, Australia, and Canada, the v.  of cash transactions

dropped while non-cash transactions continued to grow.
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