The first wave in the late 19th century was not the first appearance of
feminist ideals, but it was the first real political movement in the Western
world. They came up with 12 resolutions asking for specific rights, such as
the right to vote. Reproductive rights also became an important issue for
early feminists. After years of feminist activism, Congress finally passed the
19th amendment in 1920 and gave women the vote. This was almost 30
years after New Zealand became the first country where women could vote.
Feminism had a fairly simple goal: have society recognize that women are
humans, not property. While the leaders of 1st-wave feminism were

\Jy abolitionists, their focus was on white women's rights. This exclusion would

haunt feminism for years to come.
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Second-wave feminism took place in the 1960s and ‘70s. It built on first-
wave feminism and challenged what women's role in society should be.
Inspired by the Civil Rights movement and protests against the Vietnam
War, activists focused on the institutions that held women back. This meant
taking a closer look at why women were oppressed. Traditional gender and
family roles were questioned. Queer theory became more established.
There were major victories in this era including the Equal Pay Act of 1963,
Roe v. Wade in 1973, and other Supreme Court cases.
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Three main types of feminism emerged: mainstream/liberal, radical, and
cultural. Mainstream feminism focused on institutional reforms, which
meant reducing gender discrimination, giving women access to male-
dominated spaces, and promoting equality. Radical feminism wanted to
reshape society entirely, saying that the system was inherently patriarchal
and only an overhaul would bring liberation. It resisted the belief that men
and women were basically the same. Cultural feminism had a similar view
and taught that there’s a “female essence” that's distinct from men.
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The third wave, thanks to the institutional victories of second-wave
feminism, women enjoyed more rights and power going into the 1990s.
They were able to think about other aspects of their identity, welcoming
individuality and rebellion. This was an era of reclaiming. While many ideas
and mini-movements swirled around in this time, the one “rule” was that
there weren't rules. A woman should choose how she lived her life.

Third-wave feminism also became more conscious of race. Kimberle
Crenshaw, a gender and critical-race scholar, coined the phrase
“intersectionality” in 1989. The term refers to how different kinds of
oppression — like those based on gender and race — intersect with each
other. While mainstream first and second-wave feminism had largely
ignored or neglected racial disparities within gender, the Third wave paid

. more attention. The phrase “third-wave feminism” was coined in 1992 by

Rebecca Walker, a 23 year old Black bisexual woman. When the internet '

 became more commonplace, it was even easier to hear perspectives and

ideas from feminists around the world. Feminism was expanding. Q\}ﬁ‘“
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Some people think we're still in the third wave of feminism since the fourth
wave isn't so much of a shift as the continued growth of the movement.
However, with the MeToo movement and a resurgence of attacks on
women's rights, many believe we're living in a new wave. Social media
activism has propelled the movement firmly into the technological age. It
builds on the third wave's emphasis on inclusivity and asks hard questions
about what empowerment, equality, and freedom really mean.

Fourth-wave feminism continues to reckon with intersectionality. Critics of
“white feminism,” which ignores the unique struggles of women of color,
expose how non-white feminists and ideas have been, and continue to be,
suppressed. Trans rights are a big part of the conversation, too. Feminism
has often been an unwelcoming and hostile place for trans women and
others who reject the gender binary. Many fourth-wave feminists are
working to combat this exclusion. As with every wave before it (and any
wave that comes after it), the fourth wave is complex. It encompasses many
movements that both complement and clash with each other. This tension
is unavoidable. While some types of feminism can have harmful
impacts, having a variety of voices makes feminism more inclusive (,\R\_

and successful. \‘\@\F‘)S
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First Series

- Select the correct answer according to the statement presented to
you.

1) Radical feminism wanted to reshape society entirely, saying that the
system was inherently patriarchal and only an overhaul would bring
liberation.

a) First Wave  b) Second Wave c) Third Wave  d) Fourth Wave

2) They were able to think about other aspects of their identity,
welcoming individuality, and rebellion. This was an era of reclaiming.

a) First Wave  b) Second Wave ¢) Third Wave  d) Fourth Wave

3) They came up with a lot of resolutions asking for specific rights, such
as the right to vote. Reproductive rights also became an important
issue for early feminists.

a) First Wave b) Second Wave c¢) Third Wave  d) Fourth Wave

4) Where Social media activism has propelled the movement firmly into
the technological age.

a) First Wave  b) Second Wave c¢) Third Wave  d) Fourth Wave g,
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The Most Remarkable
Feminist Thinkers or
Activists

v
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Angela Davis

Davis played a crucial part in the Civil Rights movement. The political
activist was a key leader in the Black Power movement, and though some
of her more radical positions and role in
political protests have been deemed
controversial, she has relentlessly fought
to champion the progress of women's
_ rights for over six decades. She most
recently served as an honorary co-chair

¢ for the Women's March on Washington in
2017. She became involved in the civil
“* rights movement because she believed
racism and capitalism were dangers to American justice.
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Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

She took the liberty of breaking gender boundaries.
Most known for her "We Should All Be Feminists" TED
Talk that was sampled on Beyoncé's self-titled album,
Adichie has become a vital author in the modern-day
feminist movement. Some of her most prominent
pieces, Americanah, We Should All Be Feminists and
Dear ljeawele, or a Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen
Suggestions, have been instrumental in advocating
for women's rights and representing African culture.
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Second Series

- Select the box according to each outstanding feminist thinker or
activist that each statement belongs to. k.

1) Representative of African Culture

2) She took the liberty of breaking
gender boundaries, talking about
race, racism, and immigration in
America.

3) She has conducted extensive
research on numerous topics
related to race, gender, and
incarceration. His work is based
on his own experience.

4) She has been noted for being a
vital author in the modern
feminist movement.

5)She believed racism and
capitalism were dangers to
American justice.

Al
;ggg!l 6) It plays a very controversial role

in political protests.
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