Exercise Practice 4

European Settlement of Australia

European settlement of Australia began in 1788 when a British penal colony was established on the
east coast. From this starting point Australia grew rapidly and continually, expanding across the
entire continent.

A number of reasons contributed to Britain's decision to colonise Australia. The most important factor
was Britain's need to relieve its overcrowded prisons. Several violent incidents at overcrowded prisons
convinced the British government of the need to separate unruly elements from the rest of the prison

populace.

Additionally, Australia was of strategic importance to Britain, and it provided a base for the Royal
Navy in the eastern sea. Also, Australia could be used as an entry point to the economic opportunities
of the surrounding region. All these points figured in the decision by Lord Sydney, secretary of state of
home affairs, to authorise the colonisation.

To this affect, on May 13, 1787, Captain Arthur Phillip, commanding eleven ships full of convicts, left
Britain for Australia. He successfully landed a full fleet at Botany Bay on January 18, 1788. However,
they left the bay eight days later because of its openness and poor soil, and settled instead at Port
Jackson, a few kilometres north. The ships landed 1,373 people, including 732 convicts, and the
settlement became Sydney. Australia Day is now celebrated on 26 January each year, to
commemorate this first fleet landing,.
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Questions 1-5

Complete the following statements using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS.

1. Australia was originally founded as @ ............coccevevevirvvucnanne.
2. The major consideration in colonizing Australia was Brit@in's ........ccccccecuceeieceriaennn,

3. It was thought that ..................cc.ccccovene...could be gained in that part of the world due to the access
provided via Australia.

4. Lord Sydney took every factor into account when he gave official permission for
LRE eeeviieevinniriieereeennnnnn O Australia,

5. Botany Bay was abandoned by the settlers due to the lack of cover and ..........ccccvviiiiiinnen,
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