Galapagos Islands

need tourism to survive °©

he Galapagos Islands lie on

one of those great lines of

weakness below the oceans of

the world, the edges of tectonic

plates. These are where molten
racks come to the surface and form volcanoes.
fou ¢an find volcances. of different agas there,
and many of them are still active.

Different circumstances produce different
animals and they adapt o thelr environmesnts
in differant ways, As & resull vol can't find
maring iguanas everywhera —they only live
in certain areas of the-Galapagos. IENIEE.
This shows that the Galapagos are ani example
of the thegry of natural selection. \What we
can see inthe Galapagos is alse clear in-the
Seychelles and in Hawail, in fact you can sea it
wheraver there is & group of emall islands.

Human beings didn't get to the Galapagos
Islands until the sixteenth century. IEEIIIR
Because of'this, the islands remained isolated
ecologically until glite recenthy When men
arrived they deliberately put geats on the
islands to provide meat This, as well as
the arrival of rats whichi¢ama on the ships,
has had an important effect an the whole

environment. The autharities on the Galapagos
have recently taken steps{o get rid of the
goats from-some of the islands. This is not a
peopular move with some of the settlers but it's
4 brave and necessary thing to do.
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Nowadays the Galapagos attract a lot of
tournsts bt the authorities are doing their best
to protect the environment from the effects of
tourism: The Galapagos consist of a dozen
bigislandsand many smaller ones so when
tourists arrive, they car be separated into
small groups and sent to different places
ERE Thisis clever for two reasons.
Firstiy it benefits the tourists - they have the

particular place - and It also limits the effact
of tounsm on the environment. However, there
are'peoplawho say) "Why don't we have twice
as mahy teurists and that way we could get
miore meney? That atlitude will always be
the:problem. Tourism is a mixed blessing for
the Galapagos: Yes, it brings problems but if
local people did not benefit from tourism, there
would ba nothing left there now. EENIE This
is the lesson of conservation around the world
For conservationists tourism is a necessary
evil, but it ¢an be controlled.

Of course, journalists and scientists have
already examined every possible part of the
Galapagos, ta see how the things that are
going on there now relate 1o the way we exploit
the world in general. EESI These islands
stand as a reminder of our responsibilities to
the world around Us!
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. Read the article again and choose from the
sentences A-F the one which fits each gap.
There is one extra sentence which you do

not need to use.
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