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Unlike beloved children’s stories, nature is a cruel, hard world that is painted not in watercolors
but in blood. A study found that chemicals released by plants as they are eaten can help push caterpillars

to cannibalism. Many plants release the chemical methyl jasmonate when stressed or damag etting
gnawed on by a caterpillar is stressful, so when the caterpillars start biting, the chemical flarejgoes up.
Other nearby plants sense the flare and start producing their own methyl Jasmonaw'bull mical

5 camouflage around their leaves and stems. Once all the food sources taste terrible rs furn to
the next available meal: each other. Plants with the time to build up a fitrong make

alone.

gth

leaves so unappetizing that caterpillars will start eating each olher to gx
Researchers now plan to also look into how insect viruses are teansfes g their more nrou:

period. If viruses that harm caterpillars are transferred more easily

cannl ism, th be a gain

for the plants. Not only are their leaves protected 10 from pests, but R those pr re spreading
pulation * further, lmgly enough,

disease amongst themselves, reducing the herbivore
cannibalism can serve some imporlam; functions among thes

food might be scarce. Therefore, we sh
bug eat bug world out there

1. Which of the following statemen
TRUE according to the text?
(A) Stress may save plants from bejfg
consumed.
(B) Plants can manipulate their own
perception of taste,
(C) Under constraints, plants can alter
their predator’s appetite.
(D) Cannibalism helps maintain food
supply in times of need.
(E) The ghemical methyl jasmonate
i ..'. caterpillars away from their
ifural food.
of this passage is. . . .
atcrpill:n's' Consumption
& Behavior
{B) Cannibalism and Its Effect on
: Caterpillars
(C) The Effect of Methyl Jasmonate
on Insects
(D) Plant’s Defense  Mechanism
against Herbivores
(E) The Cause and Effect of
Cannibalism Among Caterpillars
3. It can be inferred from the text that. . .
(A) cannibalism may balance the
supply and demand
for food
(B) wviruses are easily transferred by
means of cannibalism
(C) the chemicals decrease the
caterpillars’ hunger for food

rbivores. Eating each other literally
ing populatiefstrong in a time when

o judge EE zzy little cannibals. It's a

N

Q.) ) cannibalism is a natural
phenomenon among herbivores

‘Q@\ (E) other bugs can also turn

cannibalistic towards each other
4. The purpose of this passage is to. . . .
(A) convince readers that nature is
harsh in reality
(B) educate readers not to judge
herbivores hastily
(C) describe the effect of cannibalism
among plant-eating animals
(D) explain how caterpillars can
behave uncharacteristically
(E) inform the readers that
cannibalism among herbivores is
normal
5. What is the tone of the passage ?
(A) Critical
(B) Amuse
(C) Objective
(D) Outraged
(E) Humorous
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