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for since ago

for and since
We use for and since to say how long:

for three days.

e [ill is in Ireland. She has been there { 5
: since Monday.

We use for + a period of nme (three days /
two years ¢ic.):

We usc since + ihe start of the period
(Monday /9 o’clock eic):

start of
Monday —> Tuesday —> Wednesday the period
- for three days — —— since Monday —»
Monday |
l |
past NOW past NOW
for since
three days ten minutes Monday Wednesday
an hour two hours 9 o'clock 12.30
a week four weeks 24 July Christrmas
a month six months January | was ten years old
five years a long time 1985 we arrived

e Richard has been in Canada for six
months. (not ‘since six months’)

® We've been warting for two hours.
(no! ‘since two hours’)

® ['ve lived 1n London for a long time.

ago

ago = before yowr

o Richard has been in Canada since
January. (= from January to now)

o We've been waiting since 9 o’clock.
(= from 9 o'clock to now)

e |'ve hved in London since 1 was ten
years old.

@ Susan started her new job three weeks ago. (= three weeks before now)

e 'When did Tom go out?’
@ [ had dinner an hour ago.

“Ten minutes ago. (= ten minutes before now)

e Life was very different a hundred years ago.
We use ago with the past (started/did/had/was eic.).

Compare ago and for:
e When did Jill arrive in Ireland?

She arrived in Ireland three days ago.

e How long has she been in [reland?

She has been in Ireland for three days.

present perfect + for/since =

from/until/since/for =

for and during =
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Write for or since.

1 Jill has been in Ireland 5ce. . Monday.
2 Jill has been in Ireland -f-or t_hrc(. days.
3 My aunt has lived in Australia .. .. 15 years.

4 Margaret is in her office. She haﬁ been ERELE wisinssiinmns T 0 ClOCK,

5 India has been an independent country ... 1947,

6 The bus is late. We've been waiting ... 20 minutes.

7 Nobody hves in those houses. They have been empty . . many years.

8 Mike has beenill ... a long time. He has been in ho»pml . October.
Answer these questions. Use ago.

1 When was your last meal? Three hours ago.

2 When was the Jast ime you were 1ll?

3 When did you last go to the cinema?

4 When was the last time you were 1n a car?

5 When was the last time you went on holiday?

Complete the sentences. Use the words in brackets (...) + for or ago.

1 Jill arrived in [reland . three days ago. (three days)

2 Jill has been in Ireland for three d,ctgs (three days)

3 Lindaand Frank have been martied ..o onoimmimisinimmmmmiins . (20 YEAES)

4. Linda and Prank got married. ..o (o5 YA

5 Danarrived ... ; (ten minutes)
6 We had lunch .. (an hour)

7 Silvia has been learnmg En{,hsh ..................................... A TR {six months)
8 Have vou known Lisa ... .. ; et s d TAAONE Y
9 Lhistght thede Shoms sossosissamnesaenisiessassapismmssawoss T TRAEORYE)

Complete the sentences with for or since,

I Jill is in Ireland now. She arrived there three days ago, . She has been there. for three days.
Jackis heee, Heaseived hieve on Tuesday: HE R oot s oot
3 It’s raining. It started an hour ago. Itsbeen ... Sapetleie s n g oMLt

(iv]

4 [ know Sue. | first met Sue two yearsago, I've ...
5 Ihave a camera. I boughtitin 1989. T've. M N n— S S———— N Y-
6 They are married. They got married six months a,go.
They've .
7 Lizis studgmng medlune at unwemcy She stan:ed three years ago
She has ..

8 Dave p].ws t]].l;' pl.i.uu HL sunt:d wheu he was seven year‘.a O]d
Dave has ..

Write sentences about yourself. Begin with the words in brackets (...).

2 (I've been)
3 {I've been learning) S R B R B R R e R A B i e st
5 (I've had)
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