MODAL AUXILIARIES
Exercise 17. Listening. (Charts 7-3 and 7-4)

Listen to the conversation between a husband and wife. Listen again and complete the
sentences with the words you hear. Nghe doan héi thoai giiva hai vo chéng. Sau d6 nghe lai va
hoan thanh cac cau sau véi nhirng tir ma ban nghe dworc.
In a home office

A: Look at this cord. Do you know what it's for?

B: I don't know. We have so many cords around here with all our

electronic equipment. It for the printer, I guess. \ E

A: No, I checked. The printer isn't missing a cord. '_;/_'_ ﬁ

B: It for one of the kid's toys. H
A: Yeah, [ But they don't have many electronic toys.

B: [ have an idea. It for the cell phone. You know - the one | had before

this one.

A: [ bet that's it. We probably throw this out.

B: Well, let's be sure before we do that.

Exercise 18. Warm-up. (Chart 7-5)

Check (v) all the sentences that have the same meaning,.
Panh dau (v) vao nhirng ciu co cung nghia.

1. May [ use your cell phone?
2. Can I use your cell phone?
3. Could I use your cell phone?

7-5 Polite Questions: May I, Could I, Can I

(Cau hoi lich sw: May I, Could I, Can I)

Polite Question Possible Answers
(Cau hoi lich sw) (Cau tra léri lich sw)
(a) May I please borrow your | Yes. People use may I, could I,* and
pen? Yes. Of course. can I to ask polite questions.
(b) Could I please borrow Yes. Certainly. The questions ask for
your pen? Of course. someone's permission or
(c) Can I please borrow your | Certainly. agreement.
pen? Sure. (informal) Examples (a), (b), and (c) have
Okay. (informal) basically the same meaning.
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Uh-huh (meaning
f}’esﬂ'

['m sorry, but I
need to use it
myself.

Sy

(d) Can I borrow your pen,
please?
(e) Can I borrow your pen?

NOTE: can I is less formal than
may I and could I.

Ta strdung may I, could I, * va can I
dé dat nhirng cau hoi lich su. Nhirng
cau hoi nay xin phép vé su cho phép
hoac dong y cua ai do.

Cac vi du (a), (b) va (c) vé co ban co
cung nghia.

LUU Y: can I it trang trong hon may I
va could I.

Please can come at the end of
the question, as in (d).

Please can be omitted from the
question, as in (e).

Please c6 thé & cudi ciu hoi, nhu
trong (d).

Please co thé bo khoi cau hoi, nhw
trong (e).

*Trong cau hai lich sw, could I khong phai la dang qua khir cia can.

Exercise 19. Looking at grammar. (Chart 7-5)
Complete the phone conversations. Use may I, could I, or can I + a verb from the list.

NOTE: The caller is always Speaker B.

Hoan thanh cudc tro chuyén qua dién thoai. Str dung may I, could I, hoac can I + mot dong tir tir danh

sach sau. Luu y: Ngwei goi ludn la nguwoi néi B.

ask help leave speak/talk take

1. A: Hello?

B: Hello. Is Ahmed there?

A: Yes, heis.

B: to him?

A: Just a minute. I'll get him.
2. A:Hello. Mr. Black's office.

B: to Mr. Black?

A: who is calling?

B: Susan Abbott.

A: Just a moment, Ms. Abbott. I'll transfer you.

3.  A:Hello?
B: Hi. This is Bob.
A: Sure. Hold on.
4,  A:Good afternoon. Dr. Wu's office.

to Pedro?

you?
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B: Yes. [ have an appointment that I need to change.

A: Just a minute, please. I'll transfer you to our appointment desk. .«

5. A: Hello?

B: Hello. to Emily?
A: She's not at home right now. amessage?
B: No, thanks. I'll call later.
6.  A:Hello? 6
B: Hello. to Maria? 7 5
A: She's not here right now. &
B: Oh. a message? s
A: Sure. Just let me get a pen. —

Exercise 20. Let's talk: pairwork. (Chart 7-5)

Ask polite questions. Begin with May I, Could I, or Can L

Dit cac ciu hoi lich sw. B4t diu véi May I, Could I, hoic Can L.

Example: (A), you want to see (B)'s grammar book for a minute.

A: May/Could/Can I (please) see your grammar book for a minute’

1. (A), you want to see (B)'s dictionary for a minute.

2. (A), you are at a restaurant. (B) is your server. You have finished your meal. You want

the check.

3. (B), you to run into (A) on the street. (A) is carrying some heavy packages. What are

you going say to him/her?

4. (A), you are speaking to (B), who is one of your teachers. You want to leave class

early today.

5. (B), you are in a store with your good friend (A). The groceries cost more than you

expected. You don't have enough money. What are you going to say to your friend?
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Exercise 21. Warm-up. (Chart 7-6)
Check the questions that are grammatically correct. Which two questions do you think

are more polite than the others? Kiém tra xem cac ciu hoi sau da ding ngir phap chuwa. Ban nghi
hai cau hoi nao lich sw hon nhirng cau con lai?
In the kitchen

1. Will you help me with the dishes?

2 Would you load the dishwasher?
3. May you load the dishwasher?

4. Can you unload the dishwasher?
D Could you unload the dishwasher?
More polite sentences: and

7-6 Polite Questions: Would You, Could You, Will You, Can You.
(Cau hoi lich sw: Would You, Could You, Will You, Can You.

Polite Question Possible Answers

(Cau héi lich su) (Cau tra lori lich sw)

(a) Would you please open | Yes. People use would you,

the door? Yes. Of course. could you, will you, and can

(b) Could you please open | Certainly. I'd be happy to. | you to ask polite

the door? Of course. I'd be glad to. | questions. The questions ask

(c) Will you please open Sure. (informal) for someone's help or

the door? Okay. (informal) cooperation.

(d) Can you please open Uh-huh. (meaning "yes") | Examples (a), (b), (c), and

the door? I'm sorry. I'd like to help, | (d) have basically the same
but my hands are full. meaning.

Would and could are
generally considered more

polite than will and can.

Ta sir dung would you, could
you, will you, va can you dé dat
nhirng céu hdéi lich su. Cac ciau
héi nho gitp dé hoac yéu cau
hop tac cua ai do.

Cac vi du (a), (b), (c) va (d) vé co
ban cé cuing nghia.

Would va could thwing lich sw
hon will va can.

NOTE: May is NOT used
when you is the subject of a
polite question.
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INCORRECT: May you please

open the door?

LUU Y: May khong dwoc sir dung
khi you la chl ngir cia mét ciu
hai lich sur.

SAl: May you please open the
door?

Exercise 22. Looking at grammar. (Chart 7-6)

Make two different questions for each situation. Use you. Decide if the questions in the
boxes are formal or informal. Then drag the questions into suitable blanks.

Pat hai cau hoi khac nhau cho moéi trwomg hop. Xac dinh xem cac ciu hoi trong hép 1a trang trong hay
than mat. Sau dé kéo cac ciu hoi vao ché tréng phu hop.

1. You're in a room and it's getting very hot.

Formal: Would you please open | the window?

Informal: Can you turn on the air-conditioner?

2. You're trying to listen to the news on TV, but your friends are talking too loud, and
you can't hear it.

Can you be quiet? Could you please talk in another room?

Formal:
Informal:
3. You're in a restaurant. You are about to pay and notice the bill is more than it should

be. The server has made a mistake.

Could you please check the bill? I think Will you fix the bill? It has a mistake.
there's a mistake.

Formal:

Informal:

Exercise 23. Let's talk: pairwork. (Charts 7-5 and 7-6)

Make a conversation for the given situations. Viét mét doan héi thoai cho nhirng tinh huéng
dwoc dua ra.
Example: You're in a restaurant. You want the server to refill your coffee cup.

You catch the server's eye and raise your hand slightly. He approaches your table and

says: "Yes? What can I do for you?"
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A: Yes? What can [ do for you?
B: Could I please have some more coffee?
A: Of course. Right away. Could I get you anything else?

B: No thanks. Oh, on second thought, yes. Would you bring some cream too?
A: Certainly.
B: Thanks.

1. You've been waiting in a long line at a busy bakery. Finally, it's your turn. The clerk

turns toward you and says: "Next!"

2. You are at work. You feel sick and you have a slight fever. You really want to go home.
You see your boss, Mr. Jenkins, passing by your desk. You say: "Mr. Jenkins, could |

speak with you for a minute?"

3. The person next to you on the plane has finished reading his newspaper. You would
like to read it. He also has a bag on the floor that is in your space. You would like him to

move it. You say: "Excuse me”
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“You may only be one person to the world but you may be the world to one person.”
Ddéi véi thé gidi nay ban chi la mét ngwoi nhwng déi véi ai dé ban la ca mét thé

gioi.
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