READING TASK

Aim in relation to the ILEX Syllabus: Understand general and specific information in written texts
about major historical events in Latin America and the world

Language Function: Describing important events and situations in the past

Grammatical Structure: Past Simple and Past Continuous

Expected time to develop the task: 30min

History Makers

Simdn Balivar
1783-1830
Called Libertador (Liberator),
Bolivar was a brilliant general, a
visionary, a writer, and a fighter
He is called the “Gearge
Washington of South America.’
Bollvar planned 1o unite the
Spanish colonies of South
America into a single country
called Gran Colombia. The area
of upper Peru was renamed
Balivia in his honor.
Discouraged by political
disputes that tore the new Latin
American nations apart, he is
reported 1o have said, “America
is ungovernable. Those who
have served the revolution have

José de S5an Martin
1778-1850
Unlike the dashing Bolivar, 5an
Martin was a modest man.
Though bom in Argentina, he
spent much of his youth in
Spain as a career military
officer. He fought with Spanish
forces against Napoleon. He
returned to Latin America to
be a part of its liberation from
Spain. Fighting for 10 years,
he became the liberator of
Argentina, Chile, and Peru,
Discouraged by political
infighting, San Martin sailed
for Furope. He died, almost
forgotten, on French seil
in 1850.

ploughed the sea’
. J

The South American wars of independence rested on the achievements of two
brilliant creole generals. One was Simon Bolivar (see*MAWN boh+LEE=*vahr), a
wealthy Venezuelan creole. The other great liberator was losé de San Martin
(hoh*SAY dayv san mahrTEEN), an Argentinian.
Bolivar's Route to Victory Simoén Bolivar’s native Venezuela declared its inde-
pendence from Spain in 181 1. But the struggle for independence had only begun.
Bolivar’s volunteer army of revolutionaries suffered numerous defeats. Twice
Bolivar had to go into exile. A turning point came in August 1819, Bolivar led over
2,000 soldiers on a daring march through the Andes into what is now Colombia.
(See the 1830 map on page 685.) Coming from this direction. he took the Spanish
army in Bogota completely by surprise and won a decisive victory.

By 1821, Bolivar had won Venezuela's independence. He then marched south into
Ecuador. In Ecuador, Bolivar finally met José de San Martin. Together they would
decide the future of the Latin American revolutionary movement.

San Martin Leads Southern Liberation Forces San Martins Argentina had
declared its independence in 1816. However, Spanish forces in nearbv Chile and
Peru still posed a threat. In 1817, San Martin led an army on a grueling march
across the Andes to Chile. He was joined there by forces led bv Bernardo
O’ Higgins, son of a former viceroy of Peru. With O Higginss help. San Martin
finally freed Chile.

In 1821, San Martin planned to drive the remaining Spanish forces out of Lima,
Peru. But to do so, he needed a much larger force. San Martin and Bolivar dis-
cussed this problem when thev met at Guayvaqguil, Ecuador, in 1822,

No one knows how the two men reached an agreement. But San Martin left his
army for Bolivar to command. With unified revolutionary forces, Bolivar’s army
went on to defeat the Spanish at the Battle of Ayacucho (Peru) on December 9,
1824. In this last major battle of the war for independence, the Spanish colonies in
Latin America won their freedom. The future countries of Venezuela, Colombia,
Panama. and Ecuador were united into a country called Gran Colombia.
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Struggling Toward
Democracy

Revolutions are as much a matter of ideas as they are of weapons. Simoén
Bolivar, the hero of Latin American independence, was both a thinker and
a fighter. By 1800, Enlightenment ideas spread widely across the Latin
American colonies. Bolivar combined Enlightenment political ideas,
ideas from Greece and Rome, and his own original thinking. The result
was a system of democratic ideas that would help spark revolutions
throughout Latin America.

a.Who were:

Simon Bolivar Jose de San Martin

After winning South American
independence, Simadn Bolivar realized his
dream of Cran Colombia, a sort of United
States of South America.

b The Latin American independence movement
: is one example of how the Enlightenment
How did events in Europe lead revolution in the | What tactics did San Martin and Bolivar use to spread democratic ideals throughout the
Spanish colonies? defeat Spanish forces in South America? world. Democratic ideals continue to inspire
people to struggle for political independence
and to overthrow oppressive governments,

C.

MName the Latin America countries that received their independence from Spain.
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