SIX FACTS ABOUT RETURNING TO SCHOOL 100 YEARS AGO
https://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com

READ AND PUT THE SUBTITLES IN THE RIGHT PLACES

Students returning to school 100 years ago may not have had the same

requirements for laptops, book bags and new clothes, but it was an annual rite of passage nonetheless - for
those fortunate enough to
attend school. Though the public had largely embraced the value of ((Country Sehacl, Winslow Homer, 1871 (St. Louis Art Museum),

education by 1918, it was still a luxury for many. Here a six ways returning to school was different 100 years
ago.

1. A hundred years ago only 78 percent of children between the

age of 5 and 17 were enrolled in school. Today 97 percent of children in the United States are enrolled in
schools.

2. A hundred years ago the average person spent far fewer years in
studying at school. The median number of years of schooling an adult had 100 years ago was 8.7. Today, the
average American 25 years or older has 13.5 years of schooling. In 1918 it was common for students to leave

school after eighth grade to begin working.

3. Bachelor's degrees were far less common a century ago than they
are today. In adults 25 and over, only 26 out of every 1,000 people had a bachelor’'s degree. That's 2.6 percent of
the adult population. Today that number sits at 320 - or 32 percent.

4. For every bachelor’s degree earned by a woman in 1918, more

than two were earned by men. Women would begin closing that gap gradually. In the years of 1943 and 1944 the
tables were turned. With men heading of f to World War II in those years more women than men earned their
bachelor's degree. The situation reversed following the war, with men once again making up more of the pool of
total graduates until 1981 when more women than men began earning bachelor's degrees. That trend continues
today with women receiving nearly 20 percent more bachelor’s degrees than men.

5. Students returning to school 100 years ago would face a school
year of 162 days. However, while the school year was 162 days, the average pupil only attended 122 days.
Today’s school year averages 180 days, more than long enough for kids in overheated classrooms in June, but
not nearly as long as the school year in many foreign countries.

6. The average teacher returning to school 100 years ago would

spend the year trying to cram some knowledge into the heads of 30 or more students. Today, the number is less
than half that. Public schools have one teacher for every 14.5 students. Private schools have one teacher
for every 12.2 students,

STUDENTS HAD LESS SCHOOLING. IT WAS A MAN'S WORLD.

ATTENDING COLLEGE WAS EVEN LESS COMMON. MANY KIDS DIDN'T ATTEND SCHOOL.
THE SCHOOL YEAR WAS SHORTER. MORE PUPILS IN EVERY CLASS.
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READ AGAIN. TRUE OR FALSE

1. The text is about education in South America.

2. In the past it was usual for children to work

3. Today there are more men than women earning a bachelor’s degree

4. The number of school days a year varies from one country to another

5. Private schools have the same amount of students in tha classroom as public ones

READ THE PHRASES IN BOLD. CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER.

1. "It was a luxury for many” means:  a. It was for everybody
b. It was only for some people
c. It was only for men
2. "overheated classrooms in June” implies: a. that there is strong central heating.
b. that the weather is cold in June.
c. that the writer lives in the northern hemisphere.
3. "Public schools have one teacher for 14,5 students means:
a. that all classrooms have 14,5 students
b. that there could be more or less students in a classroom.

¢. That there are less than 14 students in all classrooms
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