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Macbeth, a soldier in the Scottish army.
Lady Macbeth, Macbeth's wife.
Banquo, a soldier and a friend of
Macbeth.

King Duncan, the king of Scotland.

The characters in this part of the play are:

Macduff, a friend of King Duncan.

The story starts at the end of a battle
between Norway and Scotland.
Macbeth kills the Norwegian general

and defeats his army. Duncan, the
King of Scotland, wants to thank Macbeth. On their way to see the king,
Macbeth and his friend Banquo meet three witches.

Suddendy they saw the three witches in front of them.

"Who are You? What are Yow dolng?' asked Banquo.

They didn't speak to him, but they Looked at Macheth.

'Macbketh!" eried the witches.

"What?! How do You kinow my name?' he asked.

They spoke again, all at the same time: ‘Macbeth, the soldier! Macketh, the general!
Macbeth, the king!'

'General? King? What are these women talking about? Macbeth asked Banguo. ''m.
a soldier - nothing morel’

"Who are You?' asked Macbeth. "Tell us more!"

But suddenly the witches weren't there! Macbeth and Banguo looked here and there,

but they could see MhDdH.



At Mackeths howme, his wife, Lady Macbeth, waited, day after day. But one day a
Letter arvived. It was a long letter from her husband.

Adter the battle, Banquo and | met three wonew. They were witches, and
they caw see Linto the future! “You're golng to be a general,' they told me
- awd they were right! Next, they said: '"Macbeth, You're goivg to be
king! 1 can't stop thinking about it!

Lady Macbeth was excited. Her husband ... King of Scotland! | want to be cueen of
Scotlawd,' she thought. "The witches are right. My husband is going to be Ring.
Nothlng can stop us!' She begaw reading again:

King Duwncaw is coming to stay with us soow! His son Malcolm. is

coming too, and Banguo, and Macduff. we must be ready...

Lady Macbeth eried excitedly. 'King Duncan! In our house? Good! He's king rnow,
but things are golng to change. Scotland ts golng to have a new king!'
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When Macbeth came home, his wife began to talke about theilr future. 'we're going to
be vich and happy,' she said, ‘whewn You are king.!

But Macbeth wasw't happy. 'What ave Yo talking about? he cried. 'How can I be
king? Scotland has a king!

'Listen. Youw've a soldler, and You oftew RILL meen tn battles,' said his wife. 'King

Duncan is coming here tonight.'

'What are You saying? asked Macketh. "You must be brave2. Remember the witches:
You are golng to be king. Duwean must die here tn our house.
What's the matter? Are You afraid?
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&4 1. Check the meaning of these words. Write their meanings:
battle future
husband Kill
king queen
wife

2. Read the Background to the story on the first page. What do you think
the play is about? Read and listen to the extract and check your answers.

3. Read the extract again. Are the sentences true or false? Correct the
false sentences.
1 The witches know who Macbeth is.

2 The witches' first prediction about Macbeth isn't correct.

3 Lady Macbeth doesn't believe the predictions.
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King Duncan is going to visit Macbeth's house.

5 Macbeth is happy when his wife says he will be king.

6 Lady Macbeth wants her husband to kill King Duncan.
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. Answer these questions:

—

. Why is Lady Macbeth excited about the predictions?

2 What are Macbeth and Lady Macbeth like?

3 What is their relationship like?
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What do you think happens next?



5 Read what happens next.

That night Macketh Rills King Duncan. The next morning, the king's
friend, Macduff, finds him dead in his room. Macbeth says it was the
servants. King Duncawn's son, Maleolm, Leaves Scotland because he is
afraid, so Macbeth is made king. However, he Lsw't happy). He is sure that
Banquo suspects that he murdered the king. He orders his men to Rill
Banquo and his son, Fleance. The men RILL Banguo, but Fleance runs
awayy. Macketh is worrigd about Macduff as well and goes to see the witches

again.

6. Listen to what happens when Macbeth visits the witches. Put the events
(A-F) in the correct order (1-6).

A Macbeth sees a baby over the pot.

B The witches tell Macbeth not to speak.

C Macbeth decides to kill Macduff.

D Macbeth thinks he's safe from danger

E Macbeth sees a soldier's head above the witches' pot.

F The soldier's head says Macduff is dangerous

7. Think and answer the questions.
1 What do you think happens in the end?
a Macbeth kills all his enemies and is king for a long time.
b Macbeth and Macduff fight, and Macduff kills Macbeth.
2 What do you think the message of the play is?

3 Why do you think the witches' predictions came true?



Writing
Find out about another Shakespeare play and write a short summary.
Write 100-150 words. Include this information:

v" title and kind of play.

v" who the main characters are.

v" what happens and how it ends



