=0 Adverb forms

Adjectives (heppy) tell us about a noum, Adverbs (happily) tell us about a verl, an adjective or another adverb,
Actverbs can give us information about time {when?), place (where?). manner (how?) and frequency (how
oftent).

Sometimes we use a phrase insread of one ward:

This morning | feel happy becawse the weather is pleasantly warm. Some children cre plaving happily in the
street and a blackbid s singing very beawtifully.

Most adverbs are formed by adding -y to an adjective:

rad —+ sodly safe — safely hopaful — hopefufly

There is a spelling change in adjectives ending -y or -able/-ible when they become adverbs:

arigry —+ aregrily rrirserahble — rmisermbily

An adjective ending in -fy (friendly, likely, lively, lonely, lovely, silly, ugly) cannot be made inte an adverb, We hawve
to use an adverbial phrase instead:

S started the interview im a fraendly manner.

He laughed in a silly way.

Adverbs and adjectives easily confused
Same adjectives and adverbs have the same form. Some camimon ones are fast, early, hard, lare, daily-

He caught the early train. (adjective) He alwaws arrives early. (adverb)
Stee's a hard worker. (adjective) She works hard. (adverb)

The bus is always late. (adjective) I got home late. (adverb)

My daily coffee costs £2.50, (adjective) | sweier daily. (adverb)

s Hard and hardly are both adverbs bur they have different meanings. Hordlp means almost not’ and it is often
usad with ewer and any. It can go in various positions in the sentence:

Sk hardly roticed when be carme into the roorm. {= she almost didn't notice)

I hadd hardly finished mpe breakfas when they arrived. (= only just)

Ruchel is hardly ever absent (= almost never)

There was hardly anpone in the cingma (= almest nobody) % LIVEwo RKSH E ETS

Hardly anv of the children could reael (= almost none of them)



A\ Hard and hardly are both adverbs but they have different meanings. Hardlly means “almost not' and it is often
used wicth ever and any. It can go in various positions in the sentence:

She hardly noticed when he came into the reom. {= she almost didnt nonice)

I had hardly finished my breaifast when they amived (= only jusr)

Rachel is hardly ever absent. { = almost never)

There was hardly anyene in the cinema. (= almost nobody)

Hardly any of the children couwld read. (= almost none of them)

A Lare and lately are both adverbs burt they have different meanings. Lately means recontly™
I hawen't read any good books lately.

Ak The adverb for good is well, but well can also be an adjective which means the opposite of ill:
ft wes o goad concert. The musiclons played well. (= adwverb)
I had a bad headache yesterday but lm well today, (= adjective)

Some verbs are followed by adjectives, not adwverbs {# see Unit 7, Ba).

[ Comparative and superlative adverbs

Maost adverbs use more or less to make comparatives and the most or the least to make superlatives:
My brothier speaks talian mere fluently than me.

I speak lralian less fluently than my brother does.

Of all the students, Maria speaks Emplish the most fluently.
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8 Adverbs

Addwerbs without -fy make comparatives and superlatives in the same way as short adjectives (= see Unit 7, B1):
hard — harder — hardest Righ — higher — highest Iate —» later — larest
| weork hard, my sister works harder than | do but Adex works the hardest.

A Mote also: early =+ earlier =+ cariiesi (not moreearly | thewmost-aarly)

Some comparative and superlative adwverbs are irmegular:
smagf] — better —% best badly —* worse — Worst Far —* farther/further — farthest/furthest

Aclverbs use the same comparative structures as adjectives:

| con't add up as quickly as pou can.

They arrived later tham s

1 Modifying adverbs and adjectives

Some adverbs are uted o change the strengrh of adjectives or other adwverbs.
incredibly coxtremely really wery racther fairly guiice slightly

- -
stronger wealer

He dances extremely well. The weather wos very hot.

He spoke to her rather fiercely. The howuse s gesite ol

Some adjectives (e.g perfect, impassible, excellent} can only be strengrhened with adverbs like completely,
absolutely. totally, entiredy:
1his crossword puzzle is completely impossibrle, (not verpyimpessible)
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[0 Adwverb position

The mast common position for most adwverbs is after the verb, or after the object of the verb if theres is one,
Howewern they may alio go before the verls or at the beginning of a sentence Tor emphasis:

HF r;lr.ir kl“'l} -‘J;'ﬁ \I'Jllrl.('l'\l“.' cCa rEfu“}l‘ I:E'rll.i- rﬂl“if:‘l)n)

He carefully pocked his suitcase. (mid-pasitiaon)

Carefully, he packed his suitcase. {(fronc-position])

A An adwerb does not usually go between a verb and its object:

(et He e ol e e fenlly Frin seribeere )

if there are several adverbs and/or adverbial phrases in the end-position, we usually puc them in this order:
o™ wiherne? whon?

The mecting took place unexpectediy I the Tows Hall last Tuesclawy.

Frequency adverbs {which tell us how often) are usually in the mid-position before a single word veri:

{ uswally travel by trairn.

bur atrer amifisfare was fwere:

| aen often lote

I the werb has two or more parts, the frequency advert usually goes after the firsc parc:

| have never been to tvs part of town before

Adverbs can somertimes go in the front-position oo give special emphasis o bow, when or how ofter:

Angrily. she stonmed out of the roorm

Sometimes we shop at g superrmarket, bur usually we go to the marker.

Opinion adwverbs, which rell us abour the speakor® arricude ro the douarion, usually go in the fronc-position.

often followed by .a comma:

Luckily. we fowund the emoney which | thought I'd lest.

Acrually, | don't agree with what you sald,

in fact. the weather was better than wed exgppected.
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o] GramrImar exercises

Fill in the gaps using the adverb form of the adjectives in brackers.

By aeUNHM

Franca picked up the sleeping baby  @erdlls (eepfle)

Wohen she handed him his lost wallet, he smiled at her - — {prateful).
Irrma coulbdn™ see her son anywhere and called his name  {Grixiooms).
They followed cthe directiions to the hooel - sy

Tomo admitted his mistake and apologised (sirrceres)

T ean't text as as iy sisver (foasr)

You hawve oo press rhe burron ro make rhe machine stare. {havef)
The taxi driver was rude o the man with the big suiccase. (terribic)

I Choose the correct words.

bW

I B -

Fleni stepped confident / confidently onto the stage to begin her talk.

The meeting at nchtirme was & commpletes £ completel waste ol Lirre.

Marushba did good @ well in che exam and she won a prize.

Mark tried hard / bardly to make the hotel recepiioniste underscand him, but his Spanish wasn't_flfuest
flese ity ersevingzh

Afrer looking ar the compurer screen all day, | had an awful / awfally headache.

Even though Debarah did the job efficient ¢ efficiently, they sacked her after two months.

The docter couldn't understand why Carcl felt so hot because her temperature was nosrmal f roremally.
The boy behaved bad / badly on a school trip so the school refused to take him on any more.

The howel was far / further from the station than swwe'd expecoed.
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=1 Rewrite these sentences with the adverbs and adverbial phrases in suitable positions.

1 Pavel plays the guitar well for his age. (incredibly)
Pavel plays the guidar incredibly well for his age.

2 They eat steak baecause it is so expensive, (rarely, nowadays)

3 My grandfacther used to take us swimming, (in the summer kolidays, in the lake)

4  There is a good film on TV. (usually, on Sunday evenings)
5 My mother insisted that good manners are important. (terribly, always)

6 The party had started when the sound system broke, which meant we couldn't dance. (hardly, all svening)
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