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B7. Bamboo is one of the most fastest-growing plants on Earth, with reported growth rates of 100 cm in 24

B8. hours. Bamboo rarely flowers and produces much seeds, only about every 100 years or so. Soft bamboo

B9. shoots, stems, and leaves are the major food source for both the giant panda of China, the red panda of
B10. Nepal and the bamboo lemur of Madagascar. The empty hollow in the stalks of so large bamboo is often
B11. got used to cook food in many Asian cultures. Cooking food in bamboo gives the food a distinctive taste,
B12. Because bamboo which is relatively quick to grow and fairly easy to harvest, it is becoming more and
B13. more visible in the building industry. It is stronger rather than oak, which is widely considered the most
B14. durable hardwood. Bamboo's long life makes it like a Chinese symbol of longevity. During earthquakes
B15. in Asian countries, people run into bamboo forests as if they are known as very safe places. This is due
B16. not only to their either very safe and stable root structure but also their symbolism for luck and fortune!
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