IELTS Reading practice

Filling gaps

il
Read the following passage about creative writing.

New research, prompted by the relatively high number of literary families, shows that
there may be an inherited element to writing good fiction. Researchers from Yale in the
US and Moscow State University in Russia launched the study to see whether there

was a scientific reason why well-known writers have produced other writers.

The study analysed the creative writing of 511 children aged eight to 17 and 489 of
their mothers and 326 fathers. All the participants wrote stories on particular themes.
The stories were then scored and rated for originality and novelty, plot development
and quality, and sophistication and creative use of prior knowledge. The researchers
also carried out detailed intelligence tests and analysed how families functioned in the

Russian households.

Taking into account intelligence and family background, the researchers then
calculated the inherited and the environmental elements of creative writing. They found

what they describe as a modest heritability element to creative writing.

Fill each gap in the summary below using a maximum of 2 words.

Creative writing ability may be from parents, according to a new
study. Researchers compared written by children and their
parents, looking at elements such as originality and use of . After
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conducting intelligence tests and allowing for , they concluded

that there is a link between genetics and creative writing.
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