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Valentine’s Day

Watch the video, read the text, then competed the
crossword.

People once believed that birds, particularly lovebirds, began to mate on
February 14. In ancient Rome the festival of the Lupercalia was
celebrated on February 15; the festival involved fertility rites and
honored the two Roman gods Juno and Pan. In modern times it is
customary to exchange cards and other gifts with loved ones, close
friends, and family members on February 14. The day is called St.
Valentine's Day, or simply, Valentine's Day. The holiday apparently has
no connection with the two martyred St. Valentines of 3rd-century Rome
except that their feast days also are celebrated on February 14.
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The modern celebration of St. Valentine’s Day probably grew out of a
tradition that started in about the 14th century. For many years young
people in France and England would get together on St. Valentine's Eve.

Each person became the “valentine” of the one whose name was drawn
from a valentine box.

Valentine's Day, also called St. Valentine’s Day, holiday (February 14)
when lovers express their affection with greetings and gifts.

Although there were several Christian martyrs named Valentine, the day
may have taken its name from a priest who was martyred about

270 cte by the emperor Claudius Il Gothicus. According to legend, the
priest signed a letter “from your Valentine” to his jailer's daughter, whom
he had befriended and, by some accounts, healed from blindness. Other
accounts hold that it was St. Valentine of Terni, a bishop, for whom the
holiday was named, though it is possible the two saints were actually
one person. Another common legend states that St. Valentine defied the
emperor’'s orders and secretly married couples to spare the husbands
from war. It is for this reason that his feast day is associated with love.
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balloons
broken heart
cake
chocolate
Cupid
date
doves
flowers
gift
heart
hug
Kiss

" The secret message is Anyone Can Catch Your eve,
‘ special to.catch your heart. | .
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