CHILDREN'S AND YOUTH RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Convention on the Rights of the Child was 0. adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on in
1989. The Convention on the Rights of the Child lists internationdlly acknowledged rights of children. The
aim of the adoption of the convention wes to emphasize something that adults tend to forget - a chid ie
o human together with al the rights a parent has. The Convention on the Rights of the Child sees child as
a subject of law or, fo put in another way, asal of righte. This means that a child is an
individual who has human rights, and no one has owner's rights over the child, incduding parents.

Rights of a chid are human rights. These are rights which apply to everyone, 2. ________________ of age,
ORI i or other characteristics. Therefore, a chid has mostly the same rights that
adults have. When we speak about rights of a child, we mean the child's human rights.

Children of different age and gender have various intereste and needs. But degpite the differences,
they have equal rights. All of them have the right to equal treatment. All children have ecual rights. In
;PR RRE——s to rights, children diso have responsibilities, like adult members of the society. A chid's
rights end where the rights of another child or an adult begin. This means that rights have limits and a
child must consider the rights of other children and adults when 5. his/her rights. Rights

and responsibilities go hand in hand.

A child has the right to education, but at the same time his/her duty is to attend school. A child has a right

to hedlth protection, but he/she has an obligation take care of his/her hedith. A child has a right to free
speech, but by exercising one's right to free speech, the chid must respect the rights of other chidren
and adults, cbove dll the right to protect one’s honour and dignity.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child gives the child the right to exercise his/her rights and bear
obligations. This means that as the child grows his/her right to decide himself /herself increases and so
does the scope of responsibility. Until a child is not able to execute his/her rights, his/her parents or
P —— will do it. The interests of the chid must dlwaysbethe 7 point.

As children cannot always protect their rights and interests, they need help and protection from adults.
Children have to be protected from mental and physical violence, injustice, negligence, abuse, sexual
abuse and other threats. Additionaly, adults must ensure that children have what they need to live and
establish suitable conditions for the development of children's skills and interests.

The basis for a mutudlly respectful living environment is mutual respect. Children must respect adults
(parents, grandparents, kindergarten and school teachers, efc.) and other chidren like adults must
respect chidren and other adults. Mutucl respect and consideration of wishes is one of the important
premises of the society’'s coexistence.

The Convention on the Rights of Children lists four general principles: prohibition of unfair treatment,
sefting the interests of a chid as a priority, 8, e of a child, ensuring a child's development
and taking a child's opinions into consideration. These four principles form the basis of the convention
and a child friendly environment standard, which endbles the child to develop harmoniously and redlise
dll his/her potentidls, if it is followed.

Prohibition of unfair freatment. Al children have equcal rights. A child cannotbed. worse
than others due to his/her gender, origin, nationdlity, race, health condition or some other reason.

Setting the interests of a chid as a priority. One of the main principles of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child is fo always make the interests of the child as priority when making decisions that have an
impact on the chid. To guarantee a child friendly society, the legislator, government, employees, unions
and members of the society must evaluate the impact of decisions and activities on children. The
interests of a child must always be taken into account when making decisions and planning activities.
Setling the interests of a child as a priority means, among other things, that the child's concerns are paid
attention to and his/her opinion is takeninto 0. . ______ .

Guaranteeing survival and development. Every child has a right to life and development. The primary
obligation of parents is to do whatever they can to establish a growth environment for their chidren,
which enables them to grow and to rediise their taents and skills. In relation to that, the state must offer
everykindof help Il .. _______ and support fo parents. If the parents, despite every Kind of help
from the state, cannot guarantee necessary development conditions for children, the state must take
this obligation over from parents.

Paying attention to the child's opinions. A child's opinion must be heard and taken into consideration in
child related issues. This principle must be applied in dll aspects of a child's life.

0. Adopt
l.  Hold
2. Respect
3. Nation
4 Add
5. Exercise
6. Represent
1. Start
8. Survive
9. Treat
10. Consider
Il. Counsel

teLIVEWORKSHEETS




