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There are few other ways to experience the total and utter freedom of flight.

This is a strong nylon tape that is attached to the aircraft on one end, and to the release pin

of the jumper’s canopy on the other.

I think my ears are still ringing from that mistake.

Altitudes increased gradually, as did time in free-fall.

It was a 40-second fall from 14,000 feet, right at sunset.

What happened next was not good at all.

My first experience is still very sharp in my memory.
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