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LO: To retrieve information from a text

great whale shark.

ner below. Then answer the

IMAGINE swimming next to an animal that could fit you in his mouth and still
have room to spare...

That didn't worry five-year-old snorkeller
Kieran Liu, who was happy to swim next to this

It was the first time young American Kieran
had been swimming in the open ocean.

*On the day, we were the first ones in the
water,” said photographer Eric Cheng.

“Kieran was suited up first and just jumped in
some 20 miles from land. He was amazing, not

questions on the next page.

once did he display any fear”

Luckily this 10m (40ft) long whale prefers
plankton and fish eggs.

Every year in late summer, huge numbers
of little tunny fish gather in the waters off Isla
Mujeres in Mexico

This attracts up to 100 whale sharks at a time
and a few brave humans, like Kieran, go into
the water with them.

Trunk art...

KARISHMA, an Asian elephant at Whipsnade Zoo, has been
showcasing her artistic talents recently.

The 13-year-old elephart grasps the
paint Brush with her trunk and maoves
itaround the paper onthe sasel

Elizabeth Becker, elephant keeper
ot the zoo, said: "Karishma really
enjoys palnting, and it dermonstrates
Jusn how destorous elephanis Trunks
roally ara”

The female elephant has been at
Whipsnade Zoo for four years and has

givesn birth 1o one baby call ed Geonge.

A special event called Elepharmt
Appreciation Doy is taking placs at the
zoo this weekend and members of the
public will be able ro see Karishma's
palbnting collection.

The apprecianon day is ryng 1o raise
maonay fior the Zoological Soacloty of
London’s elephant conservation projects
arcumnd the world.

Nap time at
the nursery

A KEEPER tucks in a group of giant panda cubs
in the research base of the Glant Panda
Contre in China.

China has launched its ance-a-decade panda census, to ry
and out werk out how many of the endangered animals live
n the wikd and how to boost thelr numibers,

The census is also Important to find out about the pandas’
iving conditions, ages and if there has been any change in
thair habitat

According tothe count a decade ago, thare are 1,595
pandas left in the wild n China.
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Carefully read the article ‘Up close with a giant whale shark’ and then answer the
following questions.

1) Are these sentences true or false?
Whale sharks eat humans.

Kieran encountered the whale shark the first time he swam out in the ocean.

2) Why are whale sharks attracted to the sea off Mexico?

3) Find and copy another word that means ‘worry’.

4) Identify any 3 features of a newspaper article used in this article with examples.

5) Think of and write an alternative headline for the ‘Up close with a giant whale shark’
article.

6) Create a caption for the picture in the article.

6) Sharks are often portrayed in films as frightening creatures.

How does the reporter wish to portray whale sharks in this article? Answer in your own words.
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7) Look at the article ‘Nap time at the nursery’. Write two purposes of China’s panda census.

8) Look at the article ‘Trunk art...". Describe what Elephant Appreciation Day is in your own
words.
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