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Put the verbs in brackets into the past
simple or the past continuous. Which was
the longer action in each sentence?

They ...were cleaning... (clean) the windows when it
.started... (start) to rain.

Cleaning the windows was the longer action.

As he ... Y RN (drive) to work, he

................... e (remember) that his briefcase
was sttlF at home.

Melanie ..........cccooovviiivviii, (cook) dinner when
her husband ............ - (come) home.
Bmssgnnsss., (hear) aloud crash as | .................
(sit) in the garden.

She ... (type) a letter when her
BOSS ..o, (arrive).

Whilethe dog .........ccoecoueeeieriannnn (dig) in the gar-
1| {find) a bone.

WY ,conommssmnnssssss (ride) her bicycle when
" o] - SR (notice) the tiny kitten.
While: | F T (do) my homework,
the phone ot (ring).

A policeman is asking Mrs Hutchinson about a
car accident she happened to see yesterday.
Put the verbs in brackets into the past
simple or the past continuous.

Il P: What 1) ..were you doing... (you/de) when you
) i s [see} the accident, madam?
Hi! i E3) cnsimnn sy {wa‘lk} down the street. A\
P: What exactly 4} 3 ... (you/see)?
H: Well, the driver of the car 5) ....................................
(drive) down the road when suddenly 1he old man
117 . ) (OO ——— (step) in front of him! It
7) coremrersesmessnennne (D€) terrible!
7P: 8).. ... (the driver/speed)?
H: No, not really. but the old man 9) ..
(notﬂook) both ways beiOre
he 10) .....c.cconnemremnaccneenennanens (Ury) 10 €rOss the road.
] P 11) ciciniiniesiinns. (@NYONE elSE/SE8)
the accident?
H: Yes, the lady in the post office.
| P: Thank you very much.
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Put the verbs in brackets into the past
simple or the past continuous.

As soon as Margaret 1) ...got... (get) off the train,

111 T LS, (pull) her coat around her.
BEIN 3)ccmnmnsmmmianie (fall) heavily and a cold
wind a) ........oooovevn, (blow) across the platform.
21 R (look) around, but no
L (wait) to meet
her.She7) ... N (turn) to leave when
BB e e R i (hear) footsteps.
BTV B oo sissivsvimisiisinnsivini (walk) towards her.
L | (smile) at her, then he
M) i, (S8Y), ‘You're finally here.'
SEorge 1) nusrampnanemaiins (pick) up his bag
ther, 2) ... (TTOW) it over his
shoulder. R3] ......coccrevrerverrernrisnessrennss (get) dark and
L (have) a long way to
go. He wished that he had let someone know that
hewas coming. £5) .......cccccccvvvrrmnriecnnnne (start) to

rain, and he was feeling cold and tired from the long
journey. Suddenly, he 6)
(hear) a noise, then he 7) ..o,
(see) two bright lights on the road ahead. A car
BY saommniaainins .. (head) towards him. It
slowed down and finally 9) ....c.c.coccecinciiviienniiiiiens
(stop) beside him. A man 10)

(sit) at the wheel. He 11) ............c.coceu..... (OpPEN)
the door quickly and 12) .........cccceevenene (say)
‘Get in, George.'

Andy 1) ... {step) into the house and
2) .. wrenerenennnes (ClOS@) the door behind him.
Everythlng 3) ............................ (be) quiet. His heart
4) .. cesemnnnnen (DEAL) fast and his hands
5) siiviiisiieinenen, (Shake) as he crept silently into
the empty house, but he was trying not to panic. He
soon 6) ... .. (find) whathe 7) ...

i (Iook) for He smiled with rehef as he put
on the clothes The men who 8) ...
(follow) him would never recogmse hlm now.

Imagine that you were present when
these things happened, then, in pairs, ask
and answer questions, as in the example.

What were you doing when the burglar broke in?
| was watching TV.

What did you do?
I called for help.

The burglar broke in.
The storm broke.

The lights went out.

The boat overturned.
The earthguake hit.

The building caught fire.
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