Animal world

Reading 1

Sentence compietion

WRITE NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS

Questions 1-8

frq

Although they are not big animals, honey
badgers are fearless, .............and tough.
Honey badgers will attack ................... if they
need to protect themselves,

The pattern and colours on the honey badger’s
back make it ..

The food they eat is meat bascd and ..

. form the biggest part of a hone}

hadgel diet.

- Honey badgers find the creatures they eat by

RHERL s -t
; -.are often used to catch honey
badgers which attack beehives.

For one particular tvpe of food, the honey
badger has a.......

wtlh another Lreaturo.

| .’f incuis hﬂrmfess and ﬂ#ﬂemb.'e Buf
 the honey badger is-afraid of nothing...
5 and wilf attack and eat almost mylhmg

. The huney badger (Mef.-vom cquens;s]
. is an African and south-Asian mammal

R Rty

- that has a reputation for being one e
. of the world’s most fearless ammals. despite its smail saze ﬁ.nd A
| in spite of its gentle-sounding name, it i also one of its ROt
. aggressive. Honey badgers have been known to attack lions, =~
‘buffalo, and snakes three times their size. Even hmmns are not
safe from a honey badger if it thinks the human will attack or
harm it, They are also extremely tough creatures, and can recover
| :qmckly from injuries that would kill most other arum&ls

At first glance, honey badgers look like the common Emupean R
badger. They are usually between 75cm and 1 metre long,
although males are about twice the size of females, They are
instantly remgmsable by grey and white skripes that emnd from
the top of the head to the tail. Closer m5pecttun which is probably _
not a wise thing to do, reveals pointed teeth, and sharp frunt claws. i
| whlch can. be fm.lr centimetres in Icngth i

Honey badgers are meai-eaung animals with an e;nremel',' uarwd

diet, Thev mainly eata range of small creatures like beetles, lizards

and birds, but will also catch larger reptiles like snakes and small
crocodiles, Soimé mammals, such as foxes, an!eiope and mld o:afs
also form part of their diet. &

The badgers for.ate thmr prey marnly nsmgtheu excelient sense. of ]
. smell, and catch most of their ‘prey through digging. Duringa 24-
* hour penod ihevmay dig as many as fifty holes, and travel more
' than 40 kilometres, They are also good climbers, and can easily.

| dimb very tall trees to steal eges from I:urds' nests, o calch ether

uee-dweﬂmg treatures,

| associated w:th honey, dthough they do not actually eatit. Itis the
. highly nutritious bee eggs (called "brood’) that they prefer, and

| they will do an',rthmgto find it. They usually cause a lot of damage
- to the hive in the process, and for this reason, humans are one of

. their main predators. Bee-keepers will often selspenal r.raps for -
.| honey badgers fo pl‘{ltﬁft their hives.

. One of the most Iascmatmg aspects of the hmmy badger s lts
- working relationship with a bird called the greater hﬁneygulde

(Indicator mdml‘or} This bird deliherately guides the badger to
beehives, then waits while the badger breaks into the hive and

| | extracts the brood. The two creatures, bird and mammal then
| | share the brood between them
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