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SECTION 4

Last week, we started looking at reptiles, including crocadiles and snakes, Today, I'd like us to
have a look at ancther reptile - the lizard - and in particular, at some studies that have been
done on a particular type of lizard whose Latin name is fifgua rugasa, This is commenly known
as the sleepy lizard, bacause it's quite slow in its movements and spends quite a lot of its. time
dozing under rocks or lying In the sun.

Il start with a general description. Sleepy lizards live in Western and South Australia, where
they're quita commen.|  |European lizards, which are mostly small, green and fast-
maving, sleepy lizards are brown, but what's particularly distinctive about them is the colour of Q37
theirtongue which is dark blue, in contrast with the lining ﬁww'ﬂhiﬂh ﬁbﬂﬂlﬂ Plﬂk-

And they're much bigger than malEm}paan lizards. They ha it ad o
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Even though they're quite large and powerful, with strong jaws that can crush beetles and snad
shells, they still have quite a few predators. Large birds like cassowanas wana ona of the main
ones in the past, but nowadays they're more likely tof by snakes. Actually, Q33
amother threat to their survival isn't a predator at all, but is man-made — quite a large number of
sieepy lizards are killed by cars when they're trying to cross highways.

One camied out by Michael Freake at Flinders University investigated the methods of

of thesa lizards. Though they move slowly, they can travel quite long distances. And
he found that even if they were kenmdlalann&amyﬁumﬂﬂhmtanﬁnrymumﬂ_ Q34
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Observations of these lizards in the wild haue also revealed lhatthelrIZL are quite
unusual. Unlike most animals, |1 se : : "

same parner year after year Ammemahwwmaenlsnmmhrhfalungm .
bath before and after the birth of their young.

It's quite interesting o think about the possible reasons for this. It could be that it's to do
protecting their young = you'd expect them to have a much better chance of survival if
they have both parents around. But in fact cbservers have noled that once the babies have

hatched out of their eggs, they have’r A thieir parents. So, there's not Q36
really any evidence to support that idea.
Another sUgg gstion's based on the observation that male lizards in manogamous
reiaucm bigger and stn:nrrger than other maes. Sa maybe the male lizards

stay around so they @ ferna ards p ‘ ther males Butagain, we're Q37
not really sure,

Finally, I'd like to mention anather study that invalved cellecting data by tracking the lizards. |
was an:mally imroh'ad in this mysnlf So we r.aughtsm Ilzards in tha wild and m_dﬂﬂnnﬁﬂ_ Q3s

One surprising thing we discovered from this is that there were far fewer meetings between

lizards than we expected — it seems that they were actually trying to avoid one another. So
why woul:! that be’? Waﬂ agam we hm no clear mdenca but gngli Ea mgmm[g_ Q40

w ofs-e!f presenratnn lf yuu llkﬂ Bul we I'hEEd Eu culhect a Icn more data befm
we can be sure of any of this.
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