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The Governor General Duties are:
A. Ceremonial
B. To entertain important visitors and diplomats at his home.
C. To ensure that there is a government headed by a Prime Minister to govern
the country.
D. To host important functions and formally open sessions of parliaments each
year.
E. To sign all Bills from the House of Assembly and the Senate to make law.
F. To approve the appointment of civil servants, on the advice of various
cabinet ministers.
G. To appoint and dismiss ministers, on the advice of the Prime Minister.
H. To dissolve Parliament on the advice of the Prime Minister
I. Pardoning criminals on the advice of a special committee. This committee is
known as The Royal Prerogative of Mercy.
J. To appoint Senators, on the advice of the leaders of the parliamentary

parties.

Since The Bahamas® Independent, there were nine (9) Governor Generals.

House of Assembly

The House of Assembly is located in Parliament Square, Bay Street, Nassau,
Bahamas. Here the Members of Parliament meet to discuss the nation’s business
and pass laws. This house is also called the Lower House o
of Parliament. The House of Assembly, the Senate, and the
Governor General comprise the law making body of The
Bahamas. The House of Assembly is the most important
part of the law making body because its members are
elected by the people. This house is chaired by the speaker.
In addition to chairing the House of Assembly, the Speaker

also keeps order in the house.

The Senate
The other group of people are senators who meet at Parliament Square in the

Senate. This group has the responsibility of ensuring that

each law to be pass is flawless. They discuss and make A
recommendations to laws that are sent to them from the a2
House of Assembly. Their main purpose is to ensure that '
every law is looked at in detail by two sets of people
before it is passed into law. The Senate is chaired by a
president who is elected by the senators. The president
of the Senate has a similar job as the speaker of the House

of Assembly.
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