Jjohn walks
home from
school every day.

Present Simple

PRESENT SIMPLE VS PRESENT CONTINUOUS/ STATIVE VERBS

Their train arrives in
fifteen minutes,

The Earth moves
around the Sun.

Form: main verb

(+s in the third person singular)
Afﬂrm_&t:jve, . L run, He/She/it runs, We/You/They run
i 1 don’t run, He/She/l: doesn’t run,

Neg We/You,They don’t run
. Dol run? Does he/shefit run?
Int_ermgatllvﬁ Do we/you/they run?
o o 1 II‘
Yes, [ 'do. Yes, hefshefit Yes, we/you/
Short N does. they do.
Answers : fshedi
r ; No, | don't. Na, her, shefit Na, we.’y.ouf
doesn't they don’t.
Use

We use the present simple for:

* permanent states,

Pam lives in a one-bedroom flat in Bristol.

s habits and routines (with always, usually, etc.).
Mike ohvays knocks befare entering a room.

¢ timetables and programmes (future reference).

The concert begins at 9 o'clock.

* general truths and laws of nature,
Water beils at 100°C.

« sporting commentaries, reviews and narrations.
Seth Rogen successfully plays the role of Britt Reid in
the “Green Harnet”.

! The time expressions we use with the present simple
are: usually, often, always, every day/week/month/
year, etc., in the morning/afternoon/evening, at
night/ the weekend, on Fridays, etc

i Stative Verbs

They are sitting at

They‘re leaving for
a cafe having o their haneymoon
good time. later.

Present Continuous Form: to be + main verb + -ing

I'm moving, He's/She's/It's moving,

Aﬂ'mm We're/You're/They're moving
e I'm not moving, He/She/it isn't moving,
i"_legah\fe We/You/They aren’t moving
: . i ?
e Am | moving? Is he;’s!}e.l’:l moving?
: Are wefyoujthey moving?
) Yes, he/she/ Yes, we/you/
Yes, lam. .
Short it is. they are.
An
SWErS i, o ot No F:e;'shef No, we;’y?uf
it isn't. they aren’t.
Use

We use the present continuous:

s for temporary actions or situations.
Johin is painting his flat these days

* for actions taking place at or around the moment of
speaking. He's studying in his room right now.

* for fixed arrangements in the near future.
We are going on a cruise next week.

* for currently changing and developing situations.
More and more people are eating healthily these days.

= with adverbs such as always to express anger or
irritation at a repeated action. Siop that! You are
always tapping your pencil on the desk.

The time expressions we use with the present
continuous are: now, this week/month, etc., at the
moment, at present, these days, nowadays, still,
today, tonight, etc.

Stative verbs are verbs which describe a state rather than an action, and so do not usually have a continuous tense. These verbs are:
= verbs of the senses (see, hear, smell, taste, feel, look, sound, seem, appear, el¢.).

Greg sounds happy whenever he speaks to Kim.

= verbs of perception (know, believe, understand, realise, remember, forget, etc.). Do you realise how late it is?
» verbs which express feelings and emotions (like, love, hate, enjoy, prefer, detest, desire, want, etc.).

Mark really hates seafood.

= some other verbs (agree, be, belong, contain, continue, cost, fit, have, include, keep, matter, need, owe, own,
possess, require, suppose, weigh, wish, etc.j. The boby weighs 3 kilos.
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Nina is always
biting her nails.




Some of these verbs can be used in continuous tenses, but with a difference in meamng+

m -15&’@ T T R S

HAER
THINK i' rhmk i'm mmmg down wrth the fiu. (= beimeve) Dawd is rhmkmg of traveﬂrng across Europe’ [ is cmmdenng)'- ¢

JJ"

e
SR Y SN Al

They are having fun skarebaam‘mg (= are expenencsng)
HAVE  Mark has a brand new car. (= owns, possesses) ' He Is having a shower. (= is taking)
3 i am having o tuna sandwich. (= am eating)

[ can see that you're really busy. (= it is visible) |1'm seeing [en at the Trafford Centre this afternoon.

o Do you see what I'm saying? (= understand) I(— am meetlng}

TASTE The medicine tastes very bitter. (=it is, has the

flavour of)
SMELL  This perfume smelfs greur (= has the aroma of) Why are you smeu'hng the cheese? (= are smifmg)

APPEAR Laurg appears to be dlsuppomred (= seems) The band i is uppeunng on stuge “this week. (= is perfarming)

The chef is tasting the beef stew. (= is trying)

BT These trousers fit perfectly. (= are the r:ght s;ze) The carpemerfs ﬁttmg cahbinets in the kifchen. (=is anammg)

\Tom is looking at the help-wanted ads in the paper.

LOQK  The couple looks so happy. (= appears o be}) (= is taking a look at)

= The verb enjoy can be used in continuous tenses to express a specific preference. i
Thomas enjoys fistening to jazz music. (general preference) BUT He's really enjoying the live concert. (spedific preference)

«  Feel (experience a particular emotion), and hurt can be used in simple or continuous tenses with no difference in meaning.
I feel good. = | am feeling good. My back hurts. = My back is hurting.

« Listen, look and watch, express deliberate actions and can be used in continuous tenses.
They are watching a documentary on Discovery Channel.
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1 Identify the tenses, and then match them to the correct description.

1~ Kate is working at her uncle’s restaurant this a asporting commentary

e summer b afixed arrangement in the near future
2 | More and more species are becoming endangered. ¢ ageneral truth or law of nature

131 | The.next bus to Clasgowlleaves at 9100. . 5 i R

4 | Davies catches the ball with an amazing dive.

Zj They are running in the marathon tomarrow. e 'achanging or developing situation
6| Fred lives with his parents.‘ t ahabit or routine

_?t Helen bites her nails when she’s nervous. g afact or permanent state

& | Oceans cover about 70% of the Earth’s surface. h atemporary situation

2 Underline the correct time expression.

1 Will and his friends are going to an Aerosmith 6 s Geoffrey every day/still looking for a new flat?
concert this evening/every evening. 7 Why are you always/usually taking my things
2 Frank is sending out the party invitations at the without asking first? It makes me so angry!
momentfon Mondays. 8 Mr Samuels is a security guard and works
3 Rachel and her parents are watching the fireworks tonight/at night.
display now/at weekends. 9 lan is working hard on a project every week/these
4 Christina does her grocery shopping this Friday/ days; that’s why he doesn’t have time to come out
on Fridays. with us.
5 Are you and Ben doing anything interesting today/ | 10 The Andersons take holidays in different places
every day? around the world this year/every year.
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Underline the correct verb form.

Eric doesn’t drink/isn't drinking coffee in the
mornings.

Is Sarah coming/Does Sarah come to the
bowling alley with us tonight?

Now that spring is here, the weather gets/is
getting warmer every day.

Mr Adams teaches/is teaching geography at the
local high school.

| really hate the way John always interrupts/is
always interrupting me when I'm in the middle
of a sentence!

What Is showing/shows at the cinema this
weekend?

Rogers successfully manages/is managing to catch
the ball, saving his team from anather goal.

Hurry up! The play is starting/starts in half an
hour and we’re still here.

Polar bears live/are living in the region around
the North Pole.

Why do you throw/are you throwing away your
sandwich? Is there something wrong with it?

Put the verbs in brackets into the present
simple or the present continuous.

Anna Is in her room and /s studying (study) hard
for next week's exams.

N . (you/do)
anythmg speual for your blrthday tomorrow’
Linda’s plane ... (land) at
4:00, so there’s plenty of time for us to go and
pick her up.

BEER - cx cosanmionsininimnssunsmnmeigssmesssi i
a taxi for a living.

More and more people .. 7
(chose) to do their shoppmg onllne these days

(drive)

some birds annsannsnisaiian (fly)
to warmer climates in winter.
Mark .. (jog)

twice around the block every morning.
Franco’s restaurant
(not/serve) very interesting dishes, but its prices
are reasonable.

..........................................

- [ ) N TR (not/work) this
weekend, let’s take a short trip to the countryside.
WHETE evvrrvicevnesieesesssarseennnnennns, | BEata/come)

from? Is she Swedish?

rT"i Judy,

| Mardi Gras!

| Today is the last day of the carnival and the |
1 locals 3) v e (hold) parades

Bl 100. She 8) v

| Well, | have to go now. See you when we gel back.

5 Put the verbs in brackets into the correct
present form.

1 A: How often does this bus run (this bus/run)?
B: Every thirty minutes. The next bus ..............
.. (pass) at six thirty.

2 A ot (you/have)
any plans for the winter holidays?
[ (T T — O 1)
to Switzerland.
3 A Itsays here that light ...
(travel) faster than sound.
Everyone ........c.cceeiveinennen. (kmow) that!
4 A What ...ocoirniiinrienrrnnnennneene (Susan/do)?
BY Sl e (write) a short
story for English class.
5 A .- (your parents/drive)
you to school every mornmg"
B NG ks .. (take) the
train.
6 A .. (Bill/go) to the

same school as you?
B: Yes, he is in my class. But he ...............
(not/sit) next to me.

6 Choose the correct form of the §
verbs to complete the email. @

e
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How are you? We 1) are having (have) a
spectacular time here in the USA. Nothing
2) srerrnmsisiniassnssnenanseannes (DEAT) New Orleans for

with huge colourful floats,

Right now, we 4) ... T——
' (stand) on our balcony wal.chlng all the fun b

| Street performers 5) .emensmeess (wear) their
marvellous costumes 3nd the Crowds 6) .....oumreneessens
(cheer). Jane 7) .....ccvvcerecnnne (1ake part) in the festivities,
(enjoy) carnivals and festivals
more than anything else!
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