1 5 The passive -
Forms, uses, and contexts

1 Some examples of passive sentences: GOING TQ PASSIVE . =

English is spoken ail over the world.
This product was invented in Sweden.

subject + am/is/are going to + be + past participle
I'm not going to be chosen for the team.

2 We use this pattern to form the passive:
subject + be + past participle Grammar in action

(For details on forming past participles, see p. 14.) 1 We use the passive when the person who'does'the

3 The form of be is different for different verb tenses: verb. The object of the verb is

PRESENT SIMPLEPASSIVE 28
participle
I'm employed by a big company. The college was builtin 1947.

PRESENT CONTINUOUS PASSIVE (= Some people built the

subject + am/is/are + past

subject + am/is/are + being + past participle

The road is being repaired.

verb is not important or we don't know who 'does’the

more important, so it becomes
the subject of the sentence and
we use a passive verh:

college in 1947.)
Here, the college is the subject of the sentence

PAST SIMPLE PASSIVE e s !:)ecause t!’ne man is talking a.tbout the college. He

is not talking about who built the college, and he

subject + was/were + past participle may not know who built it. He uses a passive verb

It was made in China,

because the college is not the subject of the verb (the

PAST CONTINUQUS PASSIVE : college did not build anything).

subject + was/were + being + past participle 2 We often use the passive in formal contexts, such as
People were being interviewed. public information (rules, signs, brochures, etc.) and

PRESENT PERFECT PASSIVE & = media reports:

subject + has/have + been + past participle
He has been grven a ne w ;ob

'J‘.I e

subject + modal + be + past parthpie

Cycling is not permitted in this area. (Cycling is the
subject of the rule, not who does not allow it.)
Bookings can be made online. (Bookings is the subject
of the sentence, not the people making them).

Applications must be received before 12 May.

A
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A bad journey

Complete this story about a journey, using the past simple passive or past continuous
passive form of the verbs in brackets. You will need to use one past continuous
passive form and one negative form,

The journey to Italy was terrible, First of all, I got to the airport quite late. |
_wvas driven  ° (drive) there in a taxi, but my taxi got stuck in traffic because the

road . ! (repair). When { got to the airport, | . 7
(tell) that there was a problem andtheflight . ... 2 {delay) Then I

i (put) in a seat on the plane next to some very loud children. During
the ﬂlght we 5 {give) a really horrible meal. When we landed, my bags

______________________________________ {search) and this took a long time. Everything i

(take out) of them. When | came out of the airport, | was too late for the bus to my hotel. |
had to get a taxiand | R # {charge) a lot of money for the journey. When
| finally got to the hotel all the staff were busy L 8 (show) to my room
and | had to find it myself. It was a terrible way to start the trlp
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B Tonight’s news

Complete these news stories, using the passive form of the correct

verbs in the box. In each paragraph, use the same verb tense as the example.

leave create announce complete
buHld choose show name

....................................................................................................................

New bridge planned for north

A new bridge i5.90ing to be builf ® in the north of the

country nextyear. Theplan . ... . ' to the
public in June and thework . . . I * within :
three years. Thousands of new jobs ... ............2I¢§
that part of the country. :

¥oa

C Ordering online

World Cup shock =

The national team o
for the World Cup ’
has been announced 9 and it

...............................................

contains some surprises. Several :
TEWIARESS. . o
for the squad for the
first time, a new captain
..randa
number of established players
.8 put.

Complete the information and instructions from a company’s website, using the

verbs in brackets and the passive forms given after each sentence.

0 Allour products can be ordered (order) online. (can)

1 Orders ... (make) 24 hoursaday. (can)

2 All major creditcards (accept). (present simple)

3 Orders (deliver) within 14 days. {(will)

4 Adeliveryaddress . .. ... (provide}. (must)

5 Pleasewait.Yourorder . (process). (presentcontinuous)
6 Yourorder  (send). (present perfect)

D Harry’s party

Complete this conversation between two friends, using the words below it and the

correct passive forms.

ADAM  Where was This photegraph faken®? And
IAN At Harry's party last week.

ADAM Oh. . *tothat.
IAN No, lknow. . 3farinadvanceand ...
ADAM Wasita good party? ..................................... =2

IAN Only about 20 people came, But it was good fun.
ADAM  What exactly is happening in this photograph?

.........................

.............

Y aboutit.

IAN i & in water and his friends are laughing.

ADAM Well ______________________________________ 7 if someone did that to me. But Harry deserves it!
"0 Where/this photograph/take 4 lots of people/not/tell

1 when/it/take 5 How many people/invite

2 I/not/invite 6 Harry/cover

3 The party/not/plan 7 I/not/would/amuse
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The passive

Active and passive compared

Here is a comparison between active and passive forms:
ACTIVE  The price includes meals.
PASSIVE  Meals are included in the price.

PRESENT CONTINUQUS '

ACTIVE  Police are interviewing a man,
PASSIVE A man is being interviewed by police.
U
ACTIVE  He caused the problem.
PASSIVE  The problem was caused by him.
PAST CONTINUC o
ACTIVE  People were repairing the road.
PASSIVE  The road was being repaired.
PRESENT PER
ACTIVE  They have sold all the tickets.
PASSIVE  All the tickets have been sold.

LN A !
ACTIVE  You can buy this book in most bookshops.
PASSIVE  This book can be bought in most bookshops.
GOING TO
ACTIVE

The manager is going to choose the team
1OMOITow.

PASSIVE  The team is going to be chosen tomorrow.

We often use by after a passive verb form te say who
or what is the subject of the verb. We use by before
the ‘agent’(the person or thing that'does’the action):
The programme is watched by millions of people.
(= Millions of people watch the programme.)
Children must be accompanied by an adult,
(= An adult must accompany children.)

E College information

Grammar in action

B We use the active or the passive depending on what

is the main topic we are talking about or what we are
most interested in. We use the active if the subject
of the verb is the main topic, and the passive if the
subject of the sentence is not the subject of the verb
because the subject of the verb is not important or
not known:

Lions live in parts of Africa and

southern Asia. They befong to the cat

family. Lions are hunted and killed

in same places. They can be seen in

many zoos.

Here, the topic is‘lions ‘Lions'is the subject of live’and
‘belong; and so those verbs are active. 'Lions'is not the
subject of ‘hunted; ‘killed’ or 'seen’ - other people hunt,
kill and see lions - and so those verbs are passive.

&} We use by + agent after a passive verb when it is

important to say who ‘does’the verb because the
sentence would have no real meaning without this
information:
The painting "Sunflowers’ was painted by Vincent Van
Gogh. it is a very famous painting.

In the example, the main topic is the painting - it is
the subject of the next sentence. But the artist’s name
is important information. We use by + agent because
the sentence is about both the painting and the artist,
and the artist (the agent) is not the subject of the verb.

Complete the information from a college brochure by changing the active sentences

into passive sentences.

0 We offer excellent tuition at the college.

1 You can find details of all our courses on our website.
2 We do not give lessons on public holidays.

3 You must pay all course fees in advance.

4 We are introducing new courses at the college.

5 Students take tests at the end of every course.
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Excellent fuition.is.affered. at the college.
__on our website.

__on public holidays.

_in advance.

__at the college.

_...atthe end of every course.
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F  Short story competition

This is an announcement on a children’s TV programme about a competition,
Rewrite the announcement, changing the active forms into passive forms with by.

As you know, this programme runs a short story competition every year, and every year,
children from all over the country send in stories for the competition. And | know that
many of you are creating fantastic stories right now. Last year a story called 'Creeps’ won
the competition and Ellie Stone, aged 12, wrote that story. The teenage magazine YLP
published it and many thousands of people all over the country read it. This year the film
director Marvin White is going to judge the competition. And this year, a film studic in
London is offering the top prize - Marvin will make the winning story into a short film
after the competition, This channel will show that film later in the year.

As you know, @ short stery competition is run by this programme 0

every year, and everyyear e 1 from alll over the
country for the competition. And I know that o Al e
right now, Last year’ called‘Creeps’and

A aged 2.
SR 107 1 S .
all over the country. Thisyear, T Marvin White.,
Andthisyear, _%inLondon-

after the competitlon

_“"' later in the year.

G Crime report

Complete this conversation in a police station by putting in the correct active -
and passive verbs in the box. ‘Which of these

_-m'f‘psfrrmqtm:m
will be seen ran will be found will help appeared was grabbed G Acserires &

will throw  will be written took has happened contained FeIsen, wihich i
was being served  will be asked might remember wasn't seen ety e
hasbeenstolen am being robbed  will be returned

'!Hrlm rwsm,,rﬂm

WOMAN  Can you help me? My bag has been stolen®.Someone | . .. . ! or cvent.
it while lwasinashop.| ... . .. ... 2 by an assistant and suddenly it A incirent
v Dy sSOMeone, | shouted’l . *butitwas it
too late.

OFFICER  OK. Can you wait here? In a few minutesyou 5 byoneofmy
colleagues.You ... Srogivea descnptlon ofthls person and a
repart. .....owis 5

WOMAN | don't know what he Iooked like and the incident ... .
by anyone else. The thiefsimply ... . %and then he

9 away.

OFFICER  OK. My colleague s CHOUBE YO el DTG
than you think.

WOMAN | hope so.It's very important. My bag ... 3 my passport
but no money. Perhaps the thief i it away and it

, 1 by somebody

OFFICER Yes |ts p055|ble that it Y5 ta you by a member of the public.

Thatkindofthing ... ... . “’ before.

Vi3 NEeA(elY] Now go to page 124.
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