FINDING THE THEME 2

Directions: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your answer. Remember, a theme is
a lesson or message in the story. Write in complete sentences.

3. Dan and Doug led the journalism club. While Dan was generally regarded as a better writer than
Doug, Doug was invaluable to the publication for his investigative skills. Together, they had uncovered
a scandal in the cafeteria that had been dubbed "Horsemeat-Gate." Due to Dan and Doug's compelling
story. interest in the high school paper grew. Dan was even interviewed by the local paper. During the
interview Dan spoke at length about all he had done to write the story. He failed to mention Doug's
involvement. Doug felt slighted and confronted Dan, but Dan asserted that he was the main writer of the

story and therefore deserved the credit. Shortly after the blowout. Doug left the journalism club. The
people of the town were interested in the high school paper. but without Doug's knack for finding good
stories, the quality of the paper diminished and so did interest in the paper. Now that his popularity surge
had ended, Dan had more time to think. He reasoned that they'd still be on top of the world if Doug
hadn't been so stubborn and selfish.

What is the theme of the story?

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?

4. Lucas swung his fist as hard as he could and hit William between the shoulder blades., William
cringed and moaned. He was a grade younger than Lucas and forty pounds lighter. "That's what vou get
for sitting on my swing, crybaby." Lucas said with anger in his eyes and hatred in his heart. "If you tell
on me, I'll hit you twice as hard!" Lucas shouted at William as he ran off crying. Lucas enjoyed bullying
William. It was easy to do and it made Lucas feel strong and good about himself. As he was regaling in
his easy victory over the fragile William, Lucas felt a sharp sting in between his shoulder blades as he
was knocked from the swing, "Ugh!" He shouted as he sprawled across the soft rubber playground tiles.
Lucas looked up to see Craig. Craig was a grade older than Lucas and at least forty pounds heavier.
"That's what you get for bullying little kids, coward." Craig said with anger in his eyes and justice in his
heart. "If I see you put your hands on another little kid out here, or anywhere else, I'm going to hit you
twice as hard!" Craig shouted at Lucas as he ran off crying.

What is the theme of the story?

What happens in the story that leads vou to believe this?
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