PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Below we present a summary of the sounds of Brazilian Portuguese. It is not expected that |
learners should know all those sounds before starting to work with Bons Negdcios; rather, the i
information below is to be used as reference whenever needed.

Note that symbols within square brackets (| |) represent sounds, not letters. The examples
given illustrate key vocabulary in business; for their meanings the learner can check the
glossary at the end of the book or a good dictionary.

1o 1 Listen to the examples, repeat them, and check the comments for further information
about those sounds.

Note: Eng = English.

EXAMPLES COMMENTS

A | agenda The letter ais pronounced [a), close to Eng market, in the beginning of a word
data (agenda) or when it is stressed (data, dgua). It is proncunced close to Eng meney
agua when it is unstressed (hora). When it is nasalized (bance, dindmica), the letler a
hora sounds somewhat like Eng ngmber. :
banco i
dindmica |

B | bolsa The letter b is always [b]. .
aberta

€ carro The letter cis pronounced [k, as in Eng efient, when it appears before a, 0, u or |
cliente a consonani (carro, elienie) It is pronounced [s], as in Eng circulaiion, when it |
acesso appears before the vowels e and i [acesso). Chis pronounced (], as in Eng share
cheque Note that ¢ sounds like [s] lagan) .
agao

D  dados The letter dis always pronounced [d], as in Eng debt, before the vowels 3,0,v, |
demissao before e when it sounds [el, and before r (dados, demissdo, pedral. In several '
pedra Brazilian dialects, d is pronounced [d3), as in Eng job, before the sound [i] (diidir,
dividir grande). In cther dialects. d is always [dl.
grande

E | preco In many dialects, the letter e is pronounced le], close to Eng pay, in several
més words le.q.. preco) and when it bears the circumflex accent (més). The letter e is
chefe pronounced [e], as in Eng sall, in certain stressed syllables (chefe) and when it

| café bears the acute accent (café).The letter e is also pronounced [i], &s in Eng easy. in
gerente certain unsiressed contexts (chefe, gerente). Finally, the letter e can be nasalized,
close to Eng vendor (gerenie).
F  fraude The letter f is always [f]
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EXAMPLES
i garantia
. grande
| gerir
| reagir

COMMENTS

The letter g is pronounced [gl, as in Eng goal, when it appears before 3, o,

u (garantia), and also before the consonants [ and r {grande). The letter g is
pronounced [3), as in Eng pleagure, when it occurs before the vowels e and i (gerir,
reagir).

hora
cheque

| trabalho

| engenharia

When it occurs in the beginning of a word, the letter h is silent thoral. Ch is
pronounced [f], as in Eng share (cheque). Lh is pronounced [4], close to Eng million
(trabathe). Nh is pronounced [pl, close to Eng omion (engenharia).

| igual
: _ investir

When it is not nasalized, the letter i is pronounced [i], as in Eng lease (igual). The
letter i is nasalized [il. close to Eng invest, when it occurs before m or n (investir).

The letter | is always [3]. as in Eng pleasure.

The letter k is normally used in loan words.

In the beginning of a syllable, the letter [ is pronounced [l], as in Eng law. At the
end of a syllable, the letter [ is commonly pronounced [u] in Brazil, as in Eng low
(legal). With an h, it forms the sound [4), close to Eng million (detalhe).

In the beginning of a syllable, the letter m is pronounced [m], as in Eng machine.
When it follows a vowel at the end of a syllable, the letter m signals that the vowel
is nasalized (impartar).

In the beginning of a syllable, the letter n is pronounced [n], as in Eng pame. When
it follows a vowel at the end of a syllable, the letter n signals that the vowel is
nasalized (indice). With an h, it forms the sound [n], close to Eng opjon (gamhar).

A stressed o can sound like [2], as in Eng lgss (6timo), or [0], close to Eng low (pér,
expor). At the end of a word, if it is unstressed, o is pronounced [u, as in Eng lgse
(banca). The letter o can also represent a nasalized sound [6], close to Eng bend
(conta, acdes).

plano

The letter p is pronounced [p).

quantia

The letter g is prenounced [k].

reuniao
| carreira
| seguro
| emprego
setor

somewhat like the letter h in Eng hot (reunido, carreira). Between vowels and after
consonants (other than [ n, s), the letter r is pronounced as in American Eng petty
(sequro, emprego). At the end of a syllable/word (setor), the pronunciation for r
varies within Brazil.

‘saldrio
profissao
visita

In the beginning of a word or in ss, the letter s is pronounced [s), as in Eng salary
(saldrio, profissdo). When it appears between vowels, s is pronounced [z] as in Eng
vigit (visita). At the end of a syllable/word (més), pronunciation of s depends on
what follows it. If it is followed by a vowel it is pronounced [z]. If it is followed by a
voiced consonant sound (such as [b), [d]. [g]. [l]. [m). etc.). it is also pronounced [z]
(in most dialects). If it is followed by a voiceless consonant sound (such as [p], [t],
[k]) or if it is not followed by another word, it is pronounced [s] in most dialects.
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EXAMPLES COMMENTS

| I tarify Before &, 0,0, | r 2nd sometimes e, the letter t is pronounced [{], as in Eng stay
5 discutir (arifal. In several dialects of Brazlian Portuguese, ! is pronounced [t} as in Eng
Y | voucher, before the sound [ discutir). In other dialects, tis always [t]
U um | Theletter uis pronourced u] as i Eng do in many instances (uma). I can lso be

:-f- funcionar | nasalized (funcionar. After g, and before a,0,itis pronounced [w), as in Eng wail
' | igual {igual). After g, g and before e, i, the lelter u s not pronounced, since it signals a
| tue "hard" g [g] or g [K] (que).
V versafll | Thelettervis pronounced [v]
W web | The letter wis normally usedin loan words,

| dowlod
J( fexa The letter xcan be pronounced as four different sounds: (1} {[ & in Eng share
| aproxmagdo | (axal: 215 (aproxmar, 3 ] exig, 4 k] as n Eng fleable (fexfel
e

| exive
’I’ delivery The letter y/is normally used in loan words
Z nrgahizar | The leter 21s pronourced [z] before a vowel (organizar. It may be [s] or (2] &t the
! (apaz | end of aword (capaz), depending on the word that follows it (it any). f it is followed
!’ | by aword starting with a vowel, 2 is pronounced [z, If it is followed by & voiced
| consonant sound (such as [b]. d], gl [ Im], etc.), 2 is pronounced [z} in most
i | dialects.IFitis followed by a voiceless consonant sound (such as [p], ], k] or if it
i s notfollovied by another word, t s pronounced (5 in most dialcts
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