Date: Intensive IV

A- Reading comprehension

1 Read the article and tick (v) A, B, or C.

Imagine being able to go back in fime and have a fittle chat with the 17-year-old you.
We asked two 30-somethings what advice they would give their younger selves.

Martha Lee

The problem with most 17-year-oids is not that they are wild o reballious but that
they're just 80 sensitive, and so seff-obsessed that even an innocant comment might
‘cause them much emotional pain. So, what I'd tell my younger salf is to live a fittle,
relax, and take no notice of what anyone eise says. At parties, when | was 17, I'd sit in
the comer trying 1o look grown up and sophisticated instead of enjoying myself. I'd soon
put @ stop to that if | could go back in time. I'd drag the silly girl up and show her just
how much fun dancing in an embarrassing way can ba! Mind you, | might have a word
with her about how a litle fipstick is mare appealing than layers and layers, and why
that lovely flowery dress didn't suif those awful high-hesled white sandals,

When | was 17, | was constantly worrying about boys, So, I'd tell her to lighten up,
forgel about them, and spend more time with the girls. I'd love her to know that not
having a date on a Saturday night was not the end of the world, and didn't mean she
was a loser. And I'd tell her that if a boy she liked didn't fancy her, ha was allowed to
have that opinion, and that following him around, changing hairstyies, or ringing him up
and putting the phone down as soon as he answered wouldn't change anything.

The other thing I'd tell her is that her mother was not an ignorant, embarrassing but
loveable idict, who didn't know what she was talking about, but rather a witty and
forgiving woman who was intelligent enough to be amusad rather than annoyed at how
arrogant and selfish teenagers can be.

Jim Stowart

To be honest with you, | don't think there would be much paint in geing back in time and
talking to me as a 17-year-old, and not because | wouidn't listen. | was always being
given advica, but, at that age, however hard | tried, | just couldn't take it in. My werld
was listening to rock music, cleaning my new motorbike and watching football,
Everything alse seemed imelevant. | tried to have ambifions and be sensible, but | really
couldnt see why.

But if | did have the chance to talk to tall, skinny, long-haired me, what would | say? Get
your hair eul? No, | den't think so, although | would tell the younger me to try to eal
more healthily. Not that | was overweight. On the contrary, when | look at old photos |
always envy the fact that | managed to wear such tight jeans. Actually, what I'd really
want o tell myself is to think bigger and to not limit my horizons. | dont think | was
encouraged to take risks and to try to find out what | really wanted to do. Perhaps thera
was pressure on me to conform, to go to coliege, to get a good job, that sort of thing.

Oh, and the other thing I'd tell the 17-year-old me is to cut up all my credit cards. |
wasn't very good with money and | just didn't realize how quickly you can get into debt.
It it hadn't been for my dad, it would have taken years to pay off all the bilis | ran up,
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Example: The two people asked to give advice are

10

A intheirteens [ ] B aged between 20 and 30 il
C aged between 30 and 40 []

Martha does not think 17-year-olds are

A self-confident [ | B emotional [ ] Cnﬂ.ﬂlytwetlj

Martha advises her younger self to

A be more sociable [ | B growup [_] Cmopwmmmw[]
Martha criticizes her younger self for

"A nwmgnlmhesthmduutmmmaetba| | B wearing make-up [

C wearing flowery pattemns D
Martha thinks her younger self

A didn't have enough girl friends [ | B wuuontmommhmsm:nl:]

C spent too much time thinking about boys [ |

When Martha was younger and liked a boy, she would

A phone him and tell him [ ] B dnangnbmgmgctlummlikcl‘ﬂ O

C avoid him [ ]

When young, Martha thought her mother was someone

A whose opinion she would listen to seriously [ | B whowasmymmw O
C who was humorous and intelligent [

In Jim’s opinion, his younger self 3

A wouldn’t welcome his advice B wouldn’t see the point of his advice [ |
C wouidntlistmhnuwonlot‘lﬁsadviccu

Nowadays, Jim is

A slimmer [ Blhm-]:l Cﬂmnu-haimdD

Jim thinks he should have

A worked harder and gone to college |

B Ihnugl'rtmumamhlhmslynbnmhnﬂ:tumlj

C done what he really wanted to do [

Jim says that his younger self "

A was in debt for years B wasn't careful with money [

C got into debt too easily
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Read and complete this text

What is the author’s opinion about buying bottled water?
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What do you think about the article?

B- Choose the right option

1. You look more as / like / as if your father than your mother.

2. They might have / must have / may have finished the match by now. It's too dark to play.
3. Itsounds asif / like [ ----- Rebecca has finally got up. | can hear her moving around.

4. She shouldn’t have / might not have / mustn’t have told you | was leaving. | asked her not
to tell anyone.

5. This spaghetti tastes like / ------ [ as if you used sugar instead of salt.
6. We'd better take out the rubbish. The kitchen smells like / ------- [ as if terrible.

7. I'm not sure what's in this curry but it tastes as if / ----- / like chicken

C- Turn the following sentences into passive voice in two ways.

1. People say that he will win.

)
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2. Journalists have reported that the President is ill.

e e T T T B D e
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3. Everyone knows that the statement is untrue.

B D B s e R

THE STALRIMIBINL. .ottt ettt er e s ceaes b s beabe e s s b s 488 es s e b e 800 st b0 et
4, Many people believe that the climate is changing.
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5. Everybody knows that he has been in prison.

D- Paraphrasing.
1. My brother works in a restaurant. He is a waiter.
My brother works @s: i s i i
2. If you don’t have a vase for your flowers you can use a glass.
You can use a glass.......... ey el your flowers,
3. Bruce is going to ask the builder to repair his roof.

Bruce...... S . sesssvasssnsssser ey e e nsaase R O, I"EDEII'EEL

E- Choose the correct word.

1 Somebody robbed / stole my bag yesterday.

2 Did you listen to / hear the thunder last night? It was really loud.

3 Please remind / remember me that | have a meeting on Wednesday afternoon.

4 | don’t matter / mind if you can’t come to my party. | understand how busy you are.
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F- Read the following text and complete it by reporting the sentences below. Use reporting
verbs.

| had the strangest dream the other night. | was having
breakfast and my mother ____ 1 She asked me if | had
done enough revisionand | _2____ three week, and

__ 3 forthem. But when | got to school, | found that
my classmates had already started the English Literature
exam.|____ 4 The teacher instructed me to sit down
and start writing, but when | opened the exam paper, |
couldn’t answer any of the questions| ___ 5 anyof
the books, but the teacher ___6___ It was at that point

that | woke up.

1- (" Don't forget that the school exams start today”)

2- (“The exams aren’t for another three weeks”)

3- ("1 will revise for them”)

4- (“lamsorry | am late”)

5- (“l haven’t read any of the books”)

6- (“You should do the exam anyway”)

Have you ever had an “anxiety dream” like this?
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G- Report the following sentences using the verbs in the box.

recommend beg claim congratulate insist promise threaten warn

1- “I've never had a nightmare”, he said

2- “I'think you should go to that restaurant. It’s really good”, said Ben to Lee.

3- “Please, please don't wear those old jeans.”, said Jo to lan

4- “If you don’t stop talking, I'll give you a detention”, said Mr Brown to John

5- “Don’t swim too far out to sea as the currents are quite strong,” said Jo to Tom

6- “Well done for passing your driving test,” said Sue to Chris.

7- “I'll never lie to you again”, said Steve to Vanessa.

8- “You must eat your vegetables”, said Liam to his daughter.

H- Choose the correct alternative
1- My dad suggested / advised me to get an early night.
2- Harry refused / denied that he had cheated in the exam.
3- Dave asked / insisted that | should help him.
4- Kate agreed / proposed to buy a new car.
5- Fred ordered / reminded his son that he had to turn off the computer.

6- Robbie blamed / accused his brother for the accident.
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WRITING

Choose one of the following options and write between 140 -190 words on it.

1- Write a report on the following topic:
‘The role of television in modern life’.
Write 140-180 words. Include the following information:
e say what you think the role of television in modern life is
e discuss how you think the role of television has changed in recent years

* explain what you think the advantages of television are

2- Write your opinion on the following statement. “Downloading music or films without
paying is as much of a crime as stealing from a shop.”

3- Describe the following photograph.
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