This passage Is about lobsters.

American lobsters are marine animals that liva in the
walers off the eastern coast of North America. They are
generally dark blue, green, or brown, although some American
lobisters with peculiar coloring have been discovered. One
of the mest rare and interesting Is the calico lobster. These
lobsters have an orange and blue pattern all over, from thelr
claws to their tails. It Is estimated that only about one in thiry
milion lobsters are calico.

It Is unclear why calico lobsters appear this way. Some
sclentists think it is caused by environmental factors. Others
think it Is genetic. One researcher thought he found a clue
when he discovered a white paste under the shell of a calico
lobster. The paste matched the callco pattern on the shell,
and it appeared to be a type of bacteria. Bacteria can cause
lliness, and some lobster ilinesses causa their shell color to
change. However, calico lobstors are healthy and live as long
as other lobsters.

Other lobster variations have been found, Including blue,
red, and yellow. Even more rare are split-colored lobsters,
which have a different color on each side of the body. The
rarest lobsters are albinos, which have no color at all. Some of
thasa variations ara Known to ba caused by ganatic dofacts,
bul some are still a mystery.

Today, lobsters of all types are at risk. Increasing demand
for lobsters as a luxury Tood means that conservation efforts,
research, and public education are needed to protect the
American lobster population.

[T
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78.

9.

What is the main purpose of the passage?

to provide information about rare types of lobsters
to compare lobsters with other ocean creatures

to encourage people o eat less lobster

to educate readers about lobster diseases

pcom>»

Where on lobsters does the calico pattern appear?
A. on the entire body
B. on just one side

C. only on the claws
D. under the shall

In the fifth sentence of paragraph 2, what does
it refer to?

A. shell

B. disease

C. pattem

D. paste

According to the passage, what does a changein a
lobster's color sometimes indicate?

It is old.

It is healthy.

It is good to eat.

It is sick.

ocom>

Based on the information in the second paragraph,
what can be concluded about lobsters’ calico coloring?

A. It is becoming mora commaon.

B. [Iis cause is not known.

C. Itis asign of disease.

D. Itis connected to the lobster's ganetics.

How does the author feel about the current status of
American lobslers?

American lobsters are nol in danger.

Additional research on lebster color is important.
All American lobsters need protection.

. Gallco lobsters deserve special protection.

onm»
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This passage s about geography.

How many continents are there? Most of us learned in
school that there are seven, or, in some paris of the world, s
But recently, a new addition has been made to this list.

Beneath New Zealand lies an enormous landmass about
two-thirds the size of Australia, called Zealandia. Nearly all of
it is submerged underwater. The only parts above water are
New Zealand itseli and several Australian isiands. Though
the islands are legally in Austraiia, geographically they're part
of Zealandia.

Scientists only came to know the extent of Zealandia's
size a couple of dacades ago. Since then, they have debated
whether it qualifies as a continent. Recently, a team of
scientists examined the data and agreed: the landmass
meets enough conditions to be officially declared the world's
elghth continent.

Imaging technology shows it’s one landmass, not a
collection of islands, and that it is separate from Australia.
The crust of Zealandia is not as thick as most continents are,
However, the entire landmass is significantly thicker than the
surmounding ocean flioor. It also appears to have some unique
ecological features —another defining aspect of continents.

Zealandia has remained relatively unexplored, but new
research projects are shedding light on the area. Samples
collected show that the region likely has not always been
underwater; for instance, some polien is present that indicates
above-ground plant life.

81.

82.

what is this passage mainly about?

what Australia and New Zealand have [nh common
what an area of land is classifiad as

how the continents are similar and differant
different landmasses that are found underwater

comp

In paragraph 2, why does the author mention
Australian islands?

A. toexplain what part of Zealandia is above water
B. tocompare thelr size to another continent

C. toargue who the rightful owner of Zealandia is

D. toindicate where a scientific discovery was made

What Is the purpose of paragraph 47

A. toexplain how sclentists reached a decision
B. todescribe ecological features of Zealandia
G. todiscuss the Implications of a study's results
D. teshow what research slill needs to be done

In the last sentence of paragraph 4, what does
It refer to?

A. Australia

B. New Zealand

C. the ocean floor

D. Zealandia

In the first sentence of the last paragraph, which phrase
is closast in meaning to shedding light?

describing findings

writing an explanation

making brighter

increasing knowledge

com>

According to the author, what does the polien found on
Zealandia suggest?
A. Other land that Is above water connects
to Zealandia,
B. Zealandia is more capable of supporting life than
thaught.
G. More of Zealandia used to be above water.
D. Zealandia is older than cther land masses
of ils size.
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Ej New street signs to be installed in Oakville

In eany June, many axisting strest signs arcund tha
city will be replaced with new, maore visible signs.
Ligihts will shiné o the signs, making them easier 1o
read at night. Note that some roads may be briefly
closed while work ks being compleied. The work will
ba done eardy in the moming when tralfic is ight to
minimiza inconvanience.

Dates: June 3-June 14
Tima: 4230 am-5:30 am.

Good sign: Streets easier to navigate
by Tesessa Davis

Visitors and new residents have long complainad
about how difficult it is to find their way around
Cakyille, The city decided 1o addross thosa
complaints and make a serious affort to solve this
problem. To this end, $85,000 was invested 10
develop and implement an improved wayfinding
system.

An extensive study was conducted to determine
whara new signs were needed. It also took a look
at which existing signs shoukd be modified. As a
result of the stidy, ten brand-new road signs were
installad and twanty-five existing onas replaced.
Actording to a recent poll, the majority of Oalovilie
residonts approve of tho changos. Thay consider
the new system to be a significant improvement
ovar the previos ano.

READER COMMENTS:

Feter H.

Tuesday, July 15 2:42 p.m.

| completaly disagres with this article. The new signs installed
around town last month are NOT an improvement. Am | really
the only one to think that they are awful? They're ugly, and
not consistent with the look of the other downtown signs: in
Oakyville, Plus, there's way loo much information on them lo be
abila to fully interprat thom whilo driving.

| simiply cannot undarstand why the. city would spend so
much money on a project that wasnt necessary in the first
place. 1. for one, found nothing wrong with tho provious signs—
they were simple and easy to read, unlike thess. Why in the
world would the city feal the nead to replace tham?

Elements of E}fecti\'e Interior
Wayfinding Systems

by Sam SEnson

Many people have

had the unlortunate
experence of geting lost
while trying to navigate
an unfamiliar buikding.
Finding ona's way in an
unknown space does nol
nead to be so difficult,
however. Bullding
designars can plan and
implement wayfinding
systems [0 halp people
figure out whera thay
are going.

Theare are many ways 5 .' \

to incorporate halpful '

wayfinding alaments in the dasign of a building. For example,
varying colors or materials could be used to help people
distinguish betweon difforant arcas, floors, or paths. Also,
slaircases, elevalors, and resirooms could be located in the
same place on aach Aoor to make tham easier to find.

Signs and maps can also be used 1o help people navigate
unfamiliar imeriors, To be most effective, all text should be
concise and accompanisd with images whenever passible.
Signs should be placed in a way that people of all heights will
be able 1o read them, Additionally, it is a good idea 1o include
a “you ara here” symbal on all maps to help people onent
themaelves. Finally, text and symbaols shotild have a conaistent
format and stvle in all signs throughout the building.

28
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READING
Refer to page 28 when answering the questions below.

The following question refers to section A.

87.

What is the main purpose of section A7

to warn residents about driving at night
to share information with city residents

ie encourage people o attend an event
to discuss the benefits of waking up early

com»

The following questions refer to section B.

B8,

According to the passage, why were city

signs replaced?

A. The city had extra money 1o spend.

B. The previous signs had been too small.

C. Some street names had changed.

D. Many people didn't like the previous signs.

In the second sentence of paragraph 2, what does
It refer to?

A aresult
B. asign
C. astudy
D. asystem

The following questions refer to section C.

80.

What does the author think about the new signs?

A There are too many of them.

B. They are not easy to find.

C. They are worse than the old signs.
D. They look the same as the old signs.

According to the passage, who replaced the signs?
A Oakville residents
B. the city

C. PeterH.

D. local businesses

In the last sentence of paragraph 1, which word could
best replace interpret?

A believe

B. explain

C. see

D. understand

The following questions refer to section D.

83,

What is the main purpose of section D?
A. 1o describe a type of building

B. 1o help people who are lost

C. 1o give directions to a building

D. to explain some helpful design ideas

In the last sentence of paragraph 1, what does
they refer to?

A.  building visitors

B. wayfinding systems

C. unknown spaces

D. building designers

According to the passage, what would help people
notice differences between areas of a building?

A changing the style of the text on signs

B. marking spaces with different colors

G. putting elevators in several locations

D. installing a map in each area

What is the author’s opimon of building
wayfinding systems?

A. They should only use maps.

B. Thay are difficult to use.

G. They can help many people.
D. They are easy to create.

The following questions refer to two or more sections.

97

Based on the information in the passages, what can
probably be said about Peter H.7?

A. His opinion is different than most of his neighbors’,
B. He has not lived in Oakville very long.

C. He has experience working in graphic design.

D. He donated money to improve signs in Oakwille.

How does section D differ from the other sections?
A Itis written for Oakville residents.

B. Htis about signs nside buildings.

C. I mentions a specific project.

D. It discusses the cost of a system.
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Pine Nature Center Camp

Looking for a way to keep
your children outside in
nalure during the school
break? Join us for ane of
aur doy camps. Studenis
will enjoy taking nature
walks through the park,
working on team projects,
and laarning about the
environment.

Little Explorers
Ages 35
June 5-9

a“—'! B"l
Ages 6-8

June 12-16
Trail Trackers

Ages 211
June 19-23

s

e

Dear pareqls:

Your child’s camp session is just around the comer! Your child
i3 enrolled in the Litde Lxplorers group. The group will enjoy
natre walks around e park, play Gme in our forest play anca,
and learming sctivities thai will teach children about preserving
(he environment.

Along wilh Bis lelter. 've included a list of reading
recommendations (o help your child make the most of this camp
expericnce. You can check out these books from our nature center
library.

You can find more information, including camp schedules and
sugoestions for whal children should wear esch day, on our
wehsite. Please don't hesitaie to contact me with any oiher
questions. We're exciled 1o welcome you sooa!

Rest regards,

Niina Wilson

Camp Eduration Director

To| Past staff

Suliect Upcoming programs

Hi all,

It's that tima again! \We have a full schadule of
events plannaed at the ralure center!

Lika last year wa have several camp sessions
planned al the nalure center for ages 3-11.
Ye're looking forward to a great program that
motivates childran to spand time leaming about
the envimonment.

We've also added a nature program for adults
aged B0+ thal starls June 25 This group will
enjoy laking weekly walks through the nature
center's beautiful trails and leaming about
environmental ssues that aflect our community.

Finally, we're again offering sevaral musical
avants in our ouldoor concart area.

Let me know if you'd like to help with any of
these programs this season!

Ragards,

Fred Brown, Evenls Coordinator

Pine Matura Conter

= ASM=2 &0

SCREEN TIME OR GREEN TIME

By Jen Geovgs

The school year is almost overl With the amval of a long bresk
from school, parsnts will be looking for sctvitiss to occupy
their children. Finding ths right educations| opportunities for
kids can be & challenge—sometimes evean the best of us rely
teo mUlch on the games and videos on electronic devices.

Of courze, many softwers programs cen be banaficial to
childran's aducation,. Howaver, rassarch shows that toe much
sereen time gan slow children's progress. while spending tme
in nature can signficanty banafit children's davelopmert s
Impiartant not to et tima with alsctrenic deviess taks sway
tims frem cltdoor sxpenences,

Bsing ourin natirs stimulstas childran'z leerning procesess.

It sllows them 1o be crastive with mistenals such a5 stcks, soil,
and water. When children FBII}-' clitside toguthir, :l'\o:,.r learn to
solve problems Dacnpera!:'n.-'elbr az they sxplore the matenals
ground them. Matenigls in an outdoor enwvironment ane usus|ly
lszs controllad, 2o childran lasrn 1o think erastively a8 they Use
them in many diffsrent ways.

This break is the perfect time wo wka advantage of outdoor
sctvities. Let’s maks sUrs our children have planty of
spportinimiss to learn outzidal
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Refer to page 30 when answering the quastions below.

The following questions refer to section A.
9.  What is the main purposs of section A7

to describe 3 new nature center for children

o advertise children's outdoor activities

o explain the benefits of playing outdoors

to suggest that children care for the environmennt

DOoOm @

100, How are children grouped in the sessions?
A. according to their leaming style
B. according to their interssls
C. according to how old they are
0. according to when they register

The following questions refer to section B.
101. In the second sentence of paragraph 2, whal does
motivates mean?
A, proposes
B. organizes
C. encourages
D. suggests

102. What is new al the nature cenler this year?

A a program for older adults

B. newly created nature trails

C. anoutdoor concert program
0. an actnaty for school children

The following questions refer to section C.
103. What is the main purpose of section C7

A to promole a sumimer camp

B. 1o give details about a program

. to describe a summer camp's history

D. to provide mformation about a kbrary program

104. What ather information did Nina Wilson send with the
lottor?
A a daily schedule
B. a registration form
C. book suggestions
D. ¢clething recommendations

End of the test

The following questions refer to section D.

106,

106.

107.

What is section D mostly about?

A. the effects of nature on children’s development

B. outdoor materials children can use in the classroom
C. asoftware program that bonefits children’s learning
D. where to find outdoor activities for children

In the second sentence of paragraph 1, what does
occupy moean?

A expect

B. involve

C. address

0. recommend

What does the author suggest about playing inside
rather than outside?

A It prowides fewer opportunities to be creative.
B. It can be difficult to organize children inside.

C. Iis usually saler than playing outdoors.

0. s preferred by most school children.

What example doss the article give of how playing
ouldoors benefils social development?

Children are miroduced to more new people.
Children leam to find sclutions n groups.
Chuldren mmprove their moods by being active.
Children have opportunibies to leam new games.

ooO®pP

The following questions refer 1o two of more sections.

104.

jio

Which sechions were produced by the same
orgamzation?

How does the organization in section A promote ideas

from secton D?

A It offers dlasses thal teach parenting skills.

B. kK produces new technologies that improve learmning.

C. I provides opportunites for children to play
outside.

It organizes conferences on canng for the

environment.

i
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