FIRST READING AND USE OF ENGLISH

Complete the sentences with the correct word from the box.

about at by in inta an to with
1. Imnol very keen. ... science fiction fims, but the rest of my family loves them.
2. I'mintergsted . ... takeng up scuba dnang, but i's an expensive hobby.
3. My father has atways been fascinated ... ... architecture and loves wisiting old casties.
4. |used to prefer rock and folk music, but [ve really got ... J3ZZ recently,
5. John is very excited . . glarting tennis lessons next week.
6. Maria is quite pleasad .............. er daughter's progress in her baliet clazs.
T. Some people can become addicled . .. playing computer games
8. Antomea s brdliant ... . cooking: | wesh | coild do ot a5 well as her!

For questions 1-8, read the text below and decide which
answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap. There is an example
at the beginning (0).

Example:

0O A taste B appeal C imterast D attraction
Example answer: 8

The joy of phatography
Photography is a hobby with wide (0} ... ... And | don't mean taking photos on your mobile phone,
though it cannot be (1) ... that such piciures can be surprisingly good these days. Serious
photography means taking the (2) _ ... ... to do some research, explonng the technical (3) ... ..of
the subject and investing in what might be quite expensive equipment. So why take up photography? Firstly,
it allows you to (4) ___. . special moments that you want to remember forever. In addition, it (S) -
yoUr imagination because you are always in search of ideas for original and out of the ordinary photos.
However, a lot of practice is reguired before you (€) ............ 1o take really good pictures on a regular
basis, When you finally do it, it will be a (7) .............. of great satisfaction for you. Photography can alse
transform the way you look at the world. You start to see details that in the past you used to miss
{8) .ocine. . Al in all, it's a highly absorbing hobby.
1 A rejected B contradicted C denied D refused
2 A trouble B care C effort D concern
3 A characteristics B forms C qualities D aspects
4 A seize B capture C grab D cafch
5 A motivates B renews C stimulates D reacts
6 A manage B succeed C achieve D reach
7 A reason B cause C source D means
8 A ufterly B completely C fully D absolutely
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Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in brackets, -ing or to + infinitive.

1. Elenacan'tstand.................... (Diay) football; she prefers athletics.

2. lregretted ..............|do) the extra training session because | felt so tired afterwards.
3. Lucasis planning -..................... (take up) skiing next year,

4. Nicole really enjoys ...............c.o...... [20) for long runs in the hills near her home.

5. The squash player managed ................(win) the final game despite being exhausted.

6. Leo refused ......ommrmenmene« (j0IN) DS local gym even though his friends were all members.

7. My mother is considenng ..................... (enter) a golf tournament next month.

B. We knew we were unlikely ... ... .(lose) against a very weak and inexperienced team,

Education and study

. Complete the sentences with a linking word or phrase from the box.

as long as although as well as despite in order lo
owing to therefore whereas

e YOU CONCentrate, you should pass the exam.

et s SR always handed in her homework late, the quality of her work was mgh.
Simona took notes during the lecture . ... recording what the teacher said.
Mike decided to get a sumimer job in France .................... imprave his French.

A

.. being one of the most inteligent students in the class, Michael’s exam result
was disappointing.

The students found that they had a free MOiNg ..o, 2 CNCENARION of the lecture.
“You just don't practise enough,’ said the teacher, ‘and ... ... you're not ikely to mprove’.

v e iseeens 10M WrQER his @553y in an hour, John needed a whole day to do his.

® N o
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} For questions 1-8, read the text below and think of the word which best fits each gap. Use
only one word in each gap. There is an example at the beginning [0).
Example: [0) WHETHER
Keep on learning!
it doesn't matter (D) -................ you are still at school or

in ful-time employment, making the effort to leam new
thngs is very important. Most of us have a few subjects

aon (1) ... we focus. These may be associated
(2 - U StUdy OF jOB, OF SOMEtimes a hobby.
{3} e it iS5 CbViOUSlY Important to develop a deep
understandng of (4) ................ matters to us mast, itis

equally worthwhile to extend our range of knowledge beyond
what we are familiar with, and that is true at (5) ...
age.

S0 the best advice is to find the time to (6) . __

on new challenges and learn new skills outside the areas
where we teel most comfortable. People often choose subjects (7] .............. 35 NeW languages,
computer skills, or painting. if you can't get to a class, then you can go onfine. Online courses can aasily
(8).......found, and learmng online means you put n as much Bme as you want each day.

’ For questions 1-6, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first
sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and
five words, including the word given. Here is an example (0].

Example:

0 Onholiday | prefer going sightseeing to relaxing on the beach.
RATHER

On holiday | _wvowld rather go sightseeing than _relay on the beach.
1. NMobody explained why the flight had been delayed.

REASON

NOBOEY BAVE ..o sirmsn s s 00 18 THEHEL

2. Last year's shiing holiday was more exciting than this year's holiday by the sea.

AS

This year's holiday by the 583 ..o s e (35T yEAP'S KNG holiday.
3. Maria doesn't think we should wisit the museum because it's not very interesting.
POINT

MM SAYS v cmimnssiis st oo s« 11 MUSEUM because it's not very interesting.
4. Al of us are excited about our trip to China next month,

LOOKING

Everyone ... RN e OUF Trip to China next month,

5. When | was in Sweden, | managed to leam seme Swedish.

PICK

When | was in Sweder, | WS w.w. i mmissms s SOME Swedish,
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You are going to read an article about new technology and students. For questions 1-6,

choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

You are going to read an article about new technology and students. For questions 1-6,
choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

Student life and technology

By Debra Mallin, a business student at Greyfort
University

Last Saturday, as my grandiather drove me and my
sister home from a dinner to celebrate his birthday, he
got frustrated at not being able to remember the name
of the singer of a song he'd just heard on the radio.
Without a second thought, | grabbed my smartphone,
searched for the sang and found the name, Bob
Dylan, For me and my fnends, this is a completely
natural cowrse of action, bt it totally astonished my
grandfather, who didn’t understand how | had checked
the information so quickly. My sister and | laughed and
explained, but afterwards, it made me think about how
much | depend on technology.

The list of the ways | use technology is endless: writing,
planning, socialising, communicating and shopping,

to name a few. When | reflected on its impact on my
education, | saw that, for my tellow students and |,
technology has been significant in mary ways. Refurning
to the story of my grandfather and the smartphone,

he had asked me maore about how | used it and about
university life, He said he thought we had an easy life

compared fo previous generations. My sister caught my

eye and we emhangedé smile. But whereas she was
thinking our grandiather was just being a typical 65year-
oid, 1 could see his point.

Not only are we lucky enough to have the same
educational benefits as those of previous generations,
we have so many more as well. 'We still have walk-n
libraries available 1o us, and | can see why some sfudents
choose to find and use resources in these distractionfrea
locations. However, the only option for studying used to
be sithing in these liraries with as many books from your
reading list as you could find, yet now a single search for
your chosen study topic online ¢an immediately provide
access I a huge range of resources, At universities,
interaction between students and university staff is another
area that has changed considerably with developments
in technology. We can have facetoface time with our

b o

tutors when we need it. and also communicate using

our electronic gadgets. from the comiert of our homes,
or on the bus. The mast popular means of doing this is
via instant messaging or social media — email i often
considered too sbow, and it has become unacceptable
for messages to be unanswered for any length of time.
While this puts an extra stram on the unsersity's academic
support team, who usually have to answer the quenes as
fhey come in, we students are greatly benefitted.

It's important that we remember to appreciate how
much the advances m technology have gwven us.

Electronic devices such as tablets, smartphones,

and laptops are now standard equipment in most
classrooms and lecture halls, and why shouldn™t they
be? The replacement of textbooks with tablets allows
students the lusury of having upto-date, interactive and
even personalised leaming matenials, with the added
benefit of tham not costing the earth.

When we compare the student life of the past and that
of the present day, it is tempting to focus on the obvious
differences when it comes to technology. In actual

fact, students are doing what they've always done;
embracing the resources available and adapting them in
ways which allow them to work more efficiently and to
Ine maore enjoyably, The pace of change in technology
continuously gathers speed, so we have o value each
innovabon as it happens.
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What does the writer illustrate by describing the

incident in the car?

A the obder generation's frustration at people’s
dependence on techrology

B how unaware young people are of some effects
of technology

C the difference in attitudes to technology between
two generations

D  how technology helps different generations
communicate

What did the writer think of her grandfather's

comment, mentioned in the second paragraph?

A It showed how out-of-date he was.

B It had an element of truth in it,

C It was an annaying thing to say.

D It made her feel sorry for him.

What does the writer say about getting study

resources from fibraries?

A She consuders bbraries more preferable places
fior study than home.

B She cannot understand why anyone chooses to
#0 to a library now.

€  She appreciates the fact that people can stil
study in libraries if they wank to.

D She thinks libraries are imited by the quantity of
resources they can store.

4.

What disadvantage of new technology does the writer

mention in the third paragraph?

A Those who can afford the best gadgets gain an
unfair advantage.

B Sometimes slow ntermet connections make
communcation difficult.

C  Aheavier workload i= crested for teaching staff
at the university.

D Students cannot escape from dealing with
university iS5U8s.

What is the purpose of the question ‘Why shouldn't

they be™ in the fourth paragraph?

A toexpress an opinion

B tointroduce some prablems

C o make a enticism

D toindicate uncertainty

What i the writer's conclusion about students today in

the final paragraph?

A They have such different lives to previous
generations that it's uiwise to compare them.

B They desl better with change than previous
generations did.

C  They take advartage of new resources mome
quickly than previous generations did.

D They are behaving in a similar way to previous
generations of students.
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