49. Ways of SPEAKING

1. Care to explain these phrases?

have a brief chat to complain bitterly | say
delicate subject to overthink smth to stay on friendly terms
go into lengthy discussion to strike up a conversation heated argument
to speak off the record to crack jokes four-letter word
to plead ignorance to apologize profusely easier said than done
job description get to the point it's not rocket science

1. Read the dialogues and see if understand the phrases.

Olivia: | wonder if | could have a brief chat with you about our new office assistant.

David: Mm. Yes. | had a quick word with Mel yesterday; she mentioned there have been problems.

Olivia: Could we talk now? | know it’s a delicate subject but | don’t think we need to go into a lengthy discussion with
everyone involved.

David: Well, actually, I'm rather glad you raised the subject. Yes, let’s talk.

Olivia: Well, speaking off the record, every time you give her instructions, she never seems to understand, and if you
challenge her directly she just pleads ignorance. Are we sure she fits the job description? The other assistants are
complaining bitterly that they end up doing her work. One of them dropped a hint that she might resign if nothing is
done about it. | could tell by the tone of her voice that she was serious.

David: Oh dear. I'll have a word with her and make it clear that she has to improve.

Olivia: Thanks, David. Anyway, let’s change the subject.

Julia: So | started working in this new office and | feel so awkward. | don't really know how to get to know people better. It's
really difficult for me to get into conversation since I'm the new one there. Even when | join the conversation | feel
like I'm boring them.

Mark: | think you overthinking it. In order to strike up a conversation just address people politely, crack a few jokes and
avoid dirty ones. But If you do make one, apologize profusely. Then get to the point and the job is done.

Julia: Jokes? You've gotta be kidding me.

Mark: Well, yes, you are not that good at them but at least you could try laughing at someone else’s jokes. | say, stay on
friendly terms with everybody. You know, steer clear of gossiping, getting into heated arguments, using four-letter
words and compromise when necessary.

ulia: Easier said than done.

Mark: Come on, Don’t take it too seriously. It's not rocket science.

3 . Correct the collocation errors in these sentences.

1 You can borrow my camera — I'll make you instructions about how to use it.

2 1 could say vou a lot of stories about what we used to do when we were kids.

3 That’s enough about computers. I think it's time we moved the subject, don’t you?
4 On the train [ hit up a conversation with an mteresting man from Japan,

5 I can’t talk Japanese.

6 I'm afraid I really don’t have time for a large discussion on the matter.

7 A simple question turned into a hot argument.

8 I don’t like your note of voice — there’s no need to be so aggressive.
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4. Complete each sentence with a word or phrase from the box.

bitterly cracks enough hints ignorance
politely profusely lengthy
the truth raised point delicate

11 hope you will always tell me
2 | wish you had never.. .
3 1 hope she’ll get the point if | drop —
4 It's always fun to be around Nick because he always . SOME NiCe jokes

. the subject

51 don’t believe George when he pleads . .
6 She is a very religious person. Don’t make jnkes aboutit, it'sa ... SUbjECE.

7 When he arrived late he apologized ..
8 When | give my students a lot of homework, the‘,r aiwavs COTOPIRR i
9 It doesn’t sound quite natural to address your fellow studentsso ...

10 I'd like to aveld s o discussion and get toc i s s
Complete this email.
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Hi, Oscar,
Any chance we could have a brief (1) .....c...ccervvenrivenrinnennnn. before the meeting this
afternoon? I'd like to have a (2) ..ccecvviiceiicevieceeeeeeee.. word with you about the third
item on the agenda. [ want to (3) .........cccocviiieeiinnnee. you a favour. IU's rather a
(4) i sinviieniennn, stbject, so [ won't put anything in writing just now. And
when we do get together, I'll be speaking strictly off the (5) ..., of
course. 'l (6) ............cceceivveecnenenee.. everything clear when we meet — so look forward
0 (7) ciiciniiiininininnienennnens @ Word with you soon.

See you soon,

Ryan

6. Learn to explain the phrases and give their definitions. https://quizlet.com/ 8af0tq?x=1jqt&i=d0t22

7. Have a little fun with here https://wordwall.net/play/1353/610/110

8. Translate the dialogues

Onuneuna: MHe MHTEPECHO, MOMHO N1 BBICTPEHBKO NOrOBOPMTL C TOGOK O Halwem HOBOM oduC-MeHegKepe?
Oesva: [a, mbl BYEpa Nneperoeopunu ¢ Men, 0Ha YyNoOMMHAaNa, YTo ecTb Npobaemsl.

Onumaua: Mbl Morau Bbl NOrOBOPUTL CelYac? 3T0 CAOHHBIA BOAPOC, HO A HE AYMalo, YTO HaM HYHHO BAABATLCA B
ANHUTENBHBIE OBCYMASHWA CO BCEMMW KTO MMEET K 3TOMY OTHOLWEHKE,

[Lesug: Ha camom gene s pag, uTo Tbl NogHANa 3ToT Bonpoc. [a, Aasali norosopum,

Onueua: TOBOPA YMCTO MEMAY HAMM, K2MKABIA Pa3 KakK Tbl Aaellb e/ 3343aHUE, KAMETCA, OHa HEe COBCEM NOHUMAET, U ECAK Thl
FOBOPHIUL C HEW HAaNPAMYIO, OHa CChINAETCA Ha TO, YTO HMUYErD He 3HaeT. Ml yBepeHsl, YTO OHa NOAX0AMT ANA 3TOH
paboTei? [pyrie MeHe[mepbl OYeHb MaAYKTCA, UTO B UTOre AenaioT BCio 3a Hee. OHa U3 HUX HAMEKHYNa, uTo
YBOAMUTCA, eCNKU HWYEro He NOMEHAETCA. CVAR nNo HHTOHaAUKWK, OHa NMOBOPpKUNa Cepbe3Ho.

Oesua: Ox. Xopolwo, A NOroBOPK € Hel W 0BBACHID, UTO e HYMHO Nydlwe paboTaTs.

Onueua: Cnacubo Jesung. B niobom cnyyae, nasail nomeHAeM TEMY.

e e i
- e m
PP

taLIVEWORKSHEETS



Lsynua: A we Havana paboTaTe B 3TOM HOBOM OGMCE M MHE TaK HENOBKO. fl NPaBAa HE 3HaID, Kak MHE Ny4lle Y3HaTb N0 aei.

MHe CNoMHO BTAHYTLCA B pa3roBop, NOCKONbKY A HOBeHbKaA. [lame Korga A NPUCOeSUHAIOCH K PasroBopy, MHe

KameTCA, YTO A BCeX YyTOMANRAIOD.

MapHk: MHe KaeTca, Tbl CAUWKOM MHOro gymaews. Y1obbl HauyaTte pasrosop, npocto obpawaica K NINgAM BEMIMBO,
NOWYTH Napy pa3, Ho u3berail NOWABLIX WYTOYEK. A BCAK BCE-TAKW NOWYTHULLL, H3IBMHKUCE, [TOTOM NEpexoau K Teme 1

BCE, AEN0 B WAsAne,

Ouynua: WyTtouku? Tel cepbesHo?

Mapk: A, Aa, Tbi e He O4YeHb B 3ToM aene, xoTA Bul nonpobyil cMeATLEA Haf Yy KuMK. Kak no MmHe, nogaepiKvsain

ApYHecTBeHHbIe OTHOLWEHMA o Beemu. ([Jepmuch Nogantiue OT) He CRAeTHWYAH, He BBA3bIBAICA B CNOPbI, He

pyralca u nauM Ha KOMNPOMMCChI KOTAA HYKHO.

Oynua: flerue ckasartb, 4em caenatb.

Mapk: [la nagHo Tebe. He OTHOCHCb K 3TOMY CAMLLKOM CEPbE3HO. 3TO e NerKo.

9, Please, recite the dialogues using the key-words

Olivia:
David:
Olivia:
David:
Olivia:

David:
Olivia:

wonder / have manager

word / there have

now? / subject / don’t think / go into / with everyone
glad / subject / let's

off / instructions / never seems / challenge / pleads.
fit. / complaining / end up.

hint/ if nothing / tell by the tone

a word / clear

thanks / let’s

Julia: new office / how to get to/ get into / join / boring
Mark: I think / strike / politely / jokes / avoid / make/
apologize / then get / done

Julia: gotta be

Mark: not that [ at least / stay on / steer/ into / four / when
Julia: easier

Mark: take/ science
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